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Named by his cricket writer friends  

The Sage of Longparish,  John, our 

village legend, died peacefully at 

home at the Old Curacy on 18
th

 

July aged 94. John was born in the 

Rectory, Longparish, in 1926. His 

father, the Reverend Parry 

Woodcock, was 70 when John was 

born. He had been the Rector of 

Longparish since 1906. John’s grandfather was born in 1813 two 

years before the battle of Waterloo. John inherited the Right of 

Advowson (Patron) of the living from his father and therefore 

vetted and approved the appointment of rector of the parish. His 

father and family moved to Oxford in 1933 and John returned to 

live in the Old Curacy in 1947 and remained there until he died. 

He never married. 

John went to the Dragon 

School, Oxford where his 

love of cricket began. John 

played for his school and 

recalled that when his 

father, who died when he 

was 12, came to watch him 

play people would say ”how 

nice to see your grandfather 

here” He moved on to St 

Edward’s Oxford. It was 

there, aged 15, that he borrowed a pair of plimsolls from another 

boy from which a blister infected his hip and he contracted life 

threatening septic arthritis. In 1955 he had pioneering hip 

replacement surgery followed by a further 6 operations. Asked 

whether they were all on the same leg he replied “ no my left leg 

is winning 4-3” . Remarkably he continued his love of sport 

playing cricket for his school first XI. He went on to Trinity 

College Oxford where despite his injury he won hockey blues as 

goalkeeper in 1946 and 1947. He had a trial for the university 

cricket team and was selected for ‘The Authentics’ the second XI. 

He went down from Oxford with a fourth class honours degree 

which he attributed to being “very lazy”. 

On leaving Oxford JW thought he would become a teacher. He 

qualified and spent 2 terms at a secondary school in Basingstoke. 

However he had previously met Jim Swanton known as EW, the 

cricket correspondent of the Daily Telegraph who offered him 

the job of scorer and assistant on the historic 1948 Ashes tour, 

Don Bradman’s farewell tour. Despite being “hopeless at figures” 

he survived this introduction to cricket journalism and was asked 

to be ‘dogsbody’ to EW on the 1950-51 Ashes tour to Australia. 

His duties included whisky pouring, chauffeuring, filming the tour 

with an enormous 35mm camera and airmailing 40,000 feet of 

film home in weekly instalments to be shown on BBC newsreels 

at least a week late. He also did some writing and this Ashes tour 

was the start of his lifelong devotion to cricket journalism and he 

became one of the finest writers, if not the finest writer in the 

history of the game.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1952 he caught the attention of the 

correspondent of the Manchester 

Guardian who having fallen in love left 

the paper leaving a vacancy for 

reporting cricket. They engaged him 

to cover the 1952 Tests against India. 

He stayed with the Guardian for two 

years and in 1954 was taken on by 

The Times where he stayed as cricket 

correspondent until 1987 and then 

remained on the staff submitting 

regular articles. The last in 2020 was a 

tribute to the veteran West Indian cricketer, Sir Everton Weekes . 

He reported on 400 test matches. All told he had at least one 

piece published in The Times every year for 66 years. 

Colleagues said of him: 

“John Woodcock is the most thorough watcher of a day’s cricket I 

have ever known” 

“The finest of all cricket writers” 

“John Woodcock was the kind of scribe we’d all like to be - 

elegant, informative and generous with a beautiful turn of 

phrase” 

“Some other cricket correspondents of his generation were more 

celebrated but he was the best” 

“He was incapable of filing a dull piece” 

He also edited Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac for 6 years from 1981 

until 1986 and was credited with improving its reputation and 

standard. He wrote for The Cricketer magazine and for Country 

Life. The only seriously controversial episode in his career 

occurred when he declined to support the boycott of South 

Africa during the apartheid era (the D’Oliveira affair). He later 

acknowledged that he had been wrong over this. 

Having been chairman since 1966 he was President of the Cricket 

Writers’ Club from 1986 to 2004. In 1996 he was awarded the 

OBE for services to sports journalism. In 1987 he was named 

Sports Journalist of the Year and in 2018 at a Sports Book Awards 

evening he received a special award for Outstanding 

Contribution to Sports Writing. 

His much beloved home was Longparish where from an early age 

he fished and became a skilled shot. Although he approached his 

work with the utmost seriousness, he had fun too, and often said 

he was most proud of two notable hat-tricks: playing golf with 

Herbert Sutcliffe, Len Hutton and Geoffrey Boycott, the three 

Yorkshire batsmen to make more than one hundred centuries; 

and shooting duck with Harold Larwood, partridge with Imran 

Khan and grouse with Ken Barrington. 

At home there was a succession of Springer spaniels – Spinner, 

Googly, Flight, Slip, Stumper – until he ran out of Cricketing 

names “I can hardly call one Persistent Short Pitched Bowling can 

I ?” he said. 

 

    John Woodcock OBE   7th August 1926 – 18th July 2021 

 

 
John with his older brother 

Hugh on the milk cart outside  

the Old Curacy 

 

 
Behind the camera in 

Australia in 1950 

 

At home with 

Mike Atherton 

his successor at 

The Times 
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He was devoted to the village and as a devout Christian was an 

ardent supporter of St Nicholas Church. In 2015 to 

commemorate 250 years of his family’s link to the church he 

commissioned a beautiful stained glass window depicting the 

four seasons and the River Test – see front cover of the 

magazine. 

John was hugely supportive of Longparish Cricket Club. Over 

many years he gathered a guest team to play against Longparish. 

To the delight of the home team they would find themselves 

playing against such icons of the game as Len Hutton, Colin 

Cowdrey, Richie Benaud, Ian Redpath, Ken Barrington, Frank 

Tyson and more. Richard Gearey , Vice President of the Club 

writes:    

 

In 1987 Longparish Cricket Club reached the final of the national 

inter village cricket championship played at Lords. On the day of 

the match John filed the report opposite in TheTimes. This 

exemplified his celebrated  writing style and his loyalty to the 

village. Longparish won the final by 76 runs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

JW with John 

Heagren, the 

Longparish 

team captain at 

Lords on the 

morning of the 

match 

Longparish will greatly miss his wisdom,  

love, humour and stories 

With thanks to The Times, the Daily Telegraph, and the Guardian for use of some of their material



Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving  Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott    September 2021 

1 

LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL

REPORT FROM MEETING ON 12th July 2021

Planning

The Parish Council had no objection to:

· Ropers felling of a tree, following advice by Tree 

Warden 

· Preston Cottage, Longparish –Amended plans and 

information received showing changes to the 

proposed rear extension and the removal of the 

previously proposed new parking bay.  

· Harewood Holt, South Harewood - Alterations and 

repairs to include new staircase, like for like 

replacement of existing dormer window, roof repairs, 

insulation to roof void and demolition of dilapidated 

modern outbuilding 

· Drove Cottage, Longparish – Proposed replacement 

single storey rear extension 

· Raymond Brown/Fortis – withdrawal of 

application

Raymond Brown site - The planning application for a 

permanent IBAA storage area on the site has been withdrawn, 

however it is anticipated that an amended planning application 

will be submitted in the future. The Parish Council 

representative will attend the Raymond Brown Liaison Group 

Meeting on 15th September.

The Plough –It was agreed to arrange a Plough Committee 

meeting with LCPL in August for an update on progress with 

the project. 

Open Spaces & Footpaths - The vegetation along the spinal 

path has been cut.  Potential sites for a memorial bench/tree to

mark the Queen’s Jubilee next year are being explored – the 

PC welcomes any suggestions. 

Parish Council Meetings

There was no Parish Council meeting in August but a 

Planning Meeting was held on 23rd August and will be 

reported on at the September PC meeting. 

Face-to-face meetings at the Village Hall have now 

recommenced however, adhering to Covid regulations,

capacity of the hall is reduced, so anyone wishing to attend a 

PC meeting should contact the clerk clerk@longparish.org.uk

prior to the meeting, so that we can carefully monitor numbers.  

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 13th September 2021. Parish Council Meetings are 

public, and parishioners are welcome to speak on specific 

agenda items by prior arrangement with the Chairman -

Christian Dryden (Tel 720398, or email 

christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk)

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 

archived Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk

 
 

 
 

Friday Lunch Club Autumn Dates 2021 

 Longparish Village Hall : 12.00 - 2.00pm 
As restrictions are lifted, the Lunch Club is open to 

anyone in the community. We do ask you to book so 

that we have an idea of numbers and there may 

still be restrictions on numbers for the hall. We 

serve a light lunch, all homemade, of soup and roll 

followed by cake and tea and coffee for just £3.  

After lunch there is a talk or quiz – ideas for 

speakers always welcome.  

 
Friday 24th September 

Friday 29th October – “ Flying High: The Army in the 

air, their stories “ presented by The Army Air Museum 

Friday 26th November 

Friday 17th December – Christmas Lunch and Quiz 

To book a place and transport call Andrea Harris 

720457 or Christian Dryden 720398 

LITTER FREE LONGPARISH 

Longparish Friday Litter pick Friday 17th September  
– meet behind Village Hall 9.15 am.  

 

Why not join the band of regular 

litter pickers in Longparish by 

adopting a road or footpath.  

 

The Parish Council can provide litter picking sticks, hoops and 

bags.    Tel Christian Dryden 720 398 

KEEP TEST VALLEY BEAUTIFUL – ASH PILE 
UPDATE

Raymond Brown/Fortis say they intend to submit an amended 

planning application to make permanent the “temporary” 

incinerator ash pile (IBAA) at their “Enviropark”.

At the time of going to press villagers at Longparish and 

Barton Stacey are still watching for the expected application to 

be lodged with Hampshire County Council. 

The temporary permission, caused by a drop in sales of the 

potentially hazardous building material during the early 

pandemic, expired in March. However, work is still continuing 

at the site.

The Keep Test Valley Beautiful group say that sales of IBAA 

have now recovered so there is no need for extra storage and 

the application appears to be simply an attempt at further 

expansion.  

FoLS 100 Club Winners

1st   Korrie Woodward 

2nd Georgina Montague  

3rd  Sid Bryant 
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THE PLOUGH - The Plough 
is now just a couple of weeks 
away from opening to the 
public, three hundred years 
after it was first founded. It’s 
taken months of really hard 
work refurbishing it and it’s 
almost ready to open its 
doors.  You’ve probably 

already seen the very smart new sign, which was 
kindly donated by Christopher and Babs Duxbury. 

The pub’s new manager Steve and his fiancée Lucy 
have already settled into the flat upstairs, with their 
collie dog Bailey. They moved all the way from Hull in 
mid-August and, once they’d unloaded their furniture, 
they set to work at once, helping our team of 
volunteers and tradespeople get the pub ready. We
really hope they are going to be happy in their new 
Longparish home.

Steve has many years’ experience in the hospitality 
business, most recently taking on a country pub and 
restaurant in the Peak District. Within a year his 
pub received the coveted Traveller's Choice award 
from Trip Advisor, which reflects ‘the best of the best’ 
for service, quality and customer satisfaction. 

Once the pub is up and running, Steve and Lucy will 
be working alongside the new chef Dean, who is 
already in the process of creating an exciting new 
menu. Dean is from Laverstoke so will know all the 
good, local suppliers. We are still looking for a sous 
chef, a catering assistant and bar staff. For more 
information about these posts, please email 
careers@ploughinn.org

The whole team at The Plough looks forward to 
welcoming you into the pub very soon. 
Keep an eye on the website for details of our opening 
events. www.ploughinn.org .

LONGPARISH WILDLIFE
BY CHRIS BOWMAN

ROE DEER

We have four deer in the UK, the largest is the red deer, our 
truly native breed, followed by the fallow, roe and muntjac. 
Roe are strongly associated with woodland but can also be 
seen in the open and have increased in population. 

The male (buck), female (doe) and the young (kids) - vary 
in colour throughout the year. In the summer they are a 
rusty red and winter more slate grey. Both sexes have a 
prominent white rump and no visible tail. Females have a 
small tush or tuft of hair similar to a tail at the base of the 
rump during winter. They have large black eyes, nose and 
mouth surrounded by pale white area. Males have small 
antlers which have three points when fully grown. 

The rut or breeding season is mid July-August. Bucks 
become aggressive and maintain territories with one or 
more does. Fights between bucks can be fatal. Although 
mating occurs in this period the fertilised egg does not 
implant and grow until January. This is thought to be so 
they don't have young during the winter. Fetal growth is five 
months with kids (usually two) being born in May-June. 

Their food is young saplings, agriculture crops and they 
have been known to come into gardens and eat the roses. 
Both sexes of roe deer make a dog like barking noises 
when startled or alarmed.

  ! !"     GARDENING         #$ !"
 

LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

 

TUESDAY,   28TH  SEPTEMBER : 7pm 

Longparish Village Hall,  SP11 6PB 

 

Talk by Andy McIndoe - on SHRUBS : “Discover the 

Perfect Plant for Every Place in Your Garden” 

  

The next meeting of The Longparish Gardening Club will 

be at the Longparish Village Hall, SP11 6PB and we 

have Andy McIndoe coming to speak to us again. 

Andy is a well-known and amusing speaker. 

 

Members of the LGC free, Visitors very welcome to this 

meeting £5.00. Covid restrictions may limit numbers so 

please let us know if you are hoping to come. 

Any queries please to  

Rosie Lowry 

01264720325  rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 

Or Marion Bell 01264720205 

  

  

  !"# Together Again! $%&'()*+

Longparish Village Choir and Friends

A magical mix of joyful music and tributes
celebrating our community and the

wonderful spirit shown during the pandemic.

Friday 24 and Saturday 25 September
7.30, St Nicholas Church Longparish

By kind permission of the PCC

FREE entry but please reserve a seat.
Call Cathy 07775 683452 or Susie 07880 733121

Or collect tickets from Village Shop

Donations sought for interval refreshments
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The Sensational Sixth LCA 

Longparish Beer Festival 2021 
Saturday 9th October 7pm – 11.30pm

Save the date!  After missing last year, the 

Sensational Longparish Beer Festival is back 

for the sixth time (we hope!).  We will be 

returning to our wonderful Village Hall and 

as in previous years bringing you a fine 

selection of real ales from our local area and 

beyond.

For further details, contact Sylvia Crook 

sylvia.crook@gmx.co.uk (0776 303428) or 

Andy Smith (720 034).

 
 

Matt and the team would like to thank you all for your fantastic 

continued support. As we head into September, we will bring 

back our Sunday roast lunches, along with a new Autumn menu 

and our English cured meats and cheeseboards. 

Open;  

11.30am – 3pm and 6pm – 11pm Monday – Thursday 

11.30am – 11pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Food served 12pm – 2.30pm, and 6pm – 8.30pm every day. 

Don’t forget takeaway, every evening 6pm – 8.30pm 

Counting our blessings

I have Nepali prayer flags fluttering in my garden to remind me to 
count my blessings.  Lockdown has been hard but we are very 
much blessed compared with many other people.

In Nepal people have been having a hard 
time. The Covid infection rate is high, 
vaccination rate is low, the tourist industry has 
taken a huge hit, there's no furlough scheme 
and heavy monsoon rains are bringing severe 
flooding. I am trying to raise a bit of cash to 
help out.  My friend Chandra explained how 
people in his village and the village next door 
are in difficulty. Imagine having to cope with a 

pandemic when your house has washed away.

If you have been vaccinated, then you are blessed. Pease chip in 
a tenner. If you haven't suffered financially or 
have even saved during lockdown, please 
think about doubling it or if you live 
somewhere secure and dry maybe add 
another ten? The target is to reach 
£1500. Everything you give will help families 
with no furlough or income from tourism or 
with the repair of six houses washed away by floods.

St Nicholas Church in Longparish have kindly offered to collect 
donations, here: https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/17464

Thank you.  Jeremy Barber tel 720459

 !"#$%&'()    Longparish Fete    !"#$%&'() 

  Saturday 11th September 2021 
12 noon to 4pm at Longparish Cricket Field 

 

Officially to be opened by 

Ex-Formula 1 Driver and Longparish Resident 

JONATHAN PALMER 
 

 *+,- SECOND HAND ROSE  !"#$%&'
WANTED (before the fete day if at all possible!)

Quality designer, vintage and as-new clothes,
accessories, jewellery and gifts

Please leave at Boundary House (near the Cricketers)
or call Cathy on 07775 683452 or Pam on 07824 486011

No jumble please

 ()*+,-./0 TOY STALL  !"#$%&'
If anyone has any good, clean toys I would be delighted to 
accept them. Jan West, Drove Cottage. I can collect. 720289.

 ()*+, BOOK/CD/DVD STALL  !"#$%&'()*
If you have any books, CDs and DVDs to donate to Longparish 
fete please phone Jenny Jolliffe on 07471 942 496 or 01264 

720207 to arrange collection.
I am happy to collect items from anywhere within the Bourne 
Valley any time before the fete date of 11 September 2021

 !"#$%& PRODUCE STALL     '()*
If you are making jams or chutneys, or can spare any home-

grown produce, please bring them along and donate them to the 
stall on the day.  Thank you, Syliva Crook

SET UP/BREAK DOWN
Fancy a free bite to eat and a cuppa?

Fete help required on Thursday 9th and Friday 10th for: tent 
and teepee erecting, collection of tables/chairs, etc. 

From 10:30am @ LP Cricket Field.
Thank you! LP Church and Village Fete Committee

 

LONGPARISH CRICKET CLUB

Mark Benzing, Chairman
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Fitness without instruction

The explosion of fitness during the first lockdown was one 
positive consequence of the pandemic. Being one of the 
few excuses for leaving your home, exercise was inflated to 
a level of social importance never seen before. Not only did 
it allow you an hour to leave your consensual house arrest 
but it is now considered to be, by the Government no less, 
an essential part of life.

Jo Wicks' free morning classes had adults exercising for the 
first time in years establishing within the nation that 
exercise is now an important family activity. Both this and 
the global shift of virtually all fitness classes, from the studio 
to Zoom, awakened the uninitiated to the possibilities of 
online fitness at home; live or pre-recorded.

Being a Pilates instructor myself, I could not be happier. My 
main goal is to impart knowledge to enable people to be 
more mindful of the way they move and ultimately change 
how they move their bodies every day, not just in my 
classes. So, to bring fitness, on tap, into everyone's home 
could only be good, right?

The answer to that question is 'yes', however, there is a 
'but'. Exercise without professional instruction can only get 
you so far and may cause injury. A series of well-produced 
fitness classes on YouTube will increase your health and
wellbeing but may not be right for your body. Even if the 
exercises are the right type and level, form is still important, 
meaning you can do exercises incorrectly, and there are 
many exercises that if performed incorrectly will lead to 
injury. Some of my fellow instructors, due to the limitations 
of technology, have chosen to deliver their online classes in 
a pre-recorded format by doing all the exercises themselves 
and only glancing at the screen to check everyone is 
following rather than to give personal instruction. These 
classes are still better because your instructor knows your 
body but they are not proper instruction.

This said, I do wish for home exercise to continue and I 
wish more families would embrace it as part of family life. 
We begin de-conditioning our bodies from the day we start 
school when we are introduced to our body's lifelong 
restraint, the chair. Now we have an additional shackle, the 
handheld device. So, anything that gets you out of your 
chair and away from your phone is good for you. But 
beware, a lifetime of sitting and hunching is a complex 
physical state to recover from.

Keep doing the 
things that make 
you happy but if 
you are serious 
about getting fit, 
you may need a 
little professional 
help with some 
proper 
instruction.

Chloe is rebooting her classes in Longparish Village Hall in 

September. Contact her here: chloe@keepmovingpilates.co.uk

Eric Aldridge 
Eric was born in Sussex on 3rd March 
1929.  His father was a game keeper 
and the family moved to Hampshire 
when Eric was a small boy.  Eric enjoyed 
going out with his father setting traps 
and helping with what small jobs his 
father gave him.  

After national service, he successfully applied to SCATS for 
work as a delivery driver, which is where he worked for 
many years delivering and collecting grains in the Southern 
Counties and beyond into London docks, and where he met 
his wife, Doris.  It was love at first sight, he often told us.  
They lived, first in a Nissan hut in the woods along the 
Salisbury Road with no central heating, no insulation- they 
lived happily under those conditions for a number of years 
until a more modern flat became available, eventually 
moving to their bungalow in North Acre.  Eric always said 
there is no better place in the world to live in than 
Longparish. 

Doris died in 2005 and Eric never really recovered from her 
loss.  However, the North Acre Community enveloped him 
and introduced him to all sorts of clubs, such as the 
Recycled Teenagers, the church, coffee mornings and 
afternoon tea at the vicarage.  

In 2007 the Storey family moved in next door to Eric and a 
firm and lasting friendship ensued. In 2016 Eric was 
diagnosed with dementia.  Throughout his illness he 
remained kind and grateful for being able to remain in his 
cherished home, supported and cared for by Pam and 
Simon.  

He often said he had no regrets in life apart from being 
unable to have children, he had been born lucky and it is 
better to be born lucky than to be rich.  He died peacefully 
at home and happy on 21st May 2021.

Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches 

Trust

Ride and Stride 

11th September 2021

between 10 am and 6 pm

The Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust is a 
non-denominational charity which raises funds towards 
the upkeep of some 900 historic church buildings dating 
from the 8th to the 20th century.  

The annual sponsored Ride and Stride day is being held 
on Saturday 11th September. People of all ages, whole 
families or groups are invited to cycle, run or walk to visit 
churches in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and raise 
money for HIHCT and for their local church;  half of the 
sponsorship money from participants in Longparish will go 
directly to St Nicholas, which will be open and providing 
refreshments for visiting cyclists and walkers.  

If you would like to participate, please contact Jane 
Young (01264 720233 or j.young233@btinternet.com) for 
a pack containing a list of churches, stickers and 
sponsorship forms.


