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St. Nicholas Church 

This pandemic and lockdowns have proved a steep learning 

curve for the church as far as installing the necessary 

technical ‘know-how‘ to be able to record or live-stream 

services direct from the church into your homes. 

Our first attempt at a recorded service was the recent 

Remembrance Sunday Service on 8th November. A huge 

THANK YOU to Huw Morrison and Peter Jones for sorting out 

first a 4G connection, and then to Huw particularly for 

recording and putting together the ‘You Tube’ file on the 

previous Saturday (it took him all day and all evening to 

complete!), enabling the service to go live on the Sunday at 

10.50am to coincide with the 2 minutes silence at 11am. In 

case you didn’t get a chance to see it, you can view it on 

YouTube via the link on the Longparish website, 

www.longparish.org.uk. – scroll down to the Remembrance 

Service  8th November and click on the link. 

David Blake, our organist, has been recording hymns for our 

normal Sunday services, but for the Remembrance Service, he 

recorded both some introductory and post-service organ 

pieces; we are very grateful to him for this and for keeping 

things going in this way since March. The choir, so ably led by 

Cathy Yelf, managed to squeeze in a recording session on the 

Wednesday night before lockdown kicked in at midnight. As 

well as about seven carols, which are now ‘in the pipe’ as it 

were, they did both the hymns, the anthem and God Save The 

Queen for the Remembrance Service. So, a big THANK YOU 

too to Cathy and Henry for editing these, and passing over to 

Huw for completion of the whole file. 

Also, another big THANK YOU to the Revd. Canon Martin 

Coppen for returning to St. Nicholas to lead our service and 

for his sermon on what it means to ‘remember’; we are very 

grateful. 

Finally, since this is the last Hill & Valley before Christmas, we 

would like to take this opportunity of wishing everyone a 

Happy and Blessed Christmas. We hope that we might be able 

to meet together for some, if not all, of our services over 

Christmas. Do keep a look-out on the various village websites 

for updates and what we will or will not be allowed to do.  

Whatever form these services take, we hope you will join with 

us to rejoice and celebrate the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

A reminder of 

how things 

were last 

year at 

Christingle! 
 

 

  

 St Nicholas Christmas Cards  

We have a limited number of Christmas Cards for 

sale. We would normally sell these at the St. 

Nicholas Fayre, but as there was no Fete and now 

no Fayre this year, it would help the finances if we 

could sell some of these cards during December. 

There are seven designs, which can be viewed on 

the St. Nicholas Church page of the Longparish 

website (http://www.longparish.org.uk/).  They are 

all A6 size with matching envelopes packed in 6’s 

and are priced at £2.50 per pack of 6. 

Please give me a call or email if you would like to 

purchase some. 

John Young Email: j.young233@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01264 720233  

  

 

Boxing Day Entertainment 

The Longparish Mummers hope to return to The 

Cricketers on Boxing Day. There are wonderful 

costumes and lots of action with a great battle 

between King George and the Yorkish Knight.   
  

But it all depends on the Covid rules so watch out 

for an announcement on social media nearer the 

time.  

Who knows, we might even manage a socially 

distanced Santa Dash !  !" !"#$ 
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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL  

REPORT FROM MEETING HELD REMOTELY ON 9 NOVEMBER 

The Plough Inn 

The Chair of the Working Party reported that negotiations for the 

purchase of The Plough Inn are continuing and LCPL/PC are close 

to agreeing terms with the vendor.  The PC voted to convert the 

working party to a Plough Inn Committee, and revised Terms of 

Reference for the Committee were approved.   
 

Playground Refurbishment 

The renovation of the playground by Green Play Project 

continues and the roundabout has now been received.  Once this 

has been installed, the surfacing can be completed.  A fencing 

contractor has been selected, and work to replace the fencing 

commences week beginning 16 November.  
 

Longparish Cricket Club 

The PC approved a grant of £400 for the Cricket Club. 
 

Parish Lengthsman Scheme – can you help? 

For a number of years, Christopher Duxbury has skilfully 

managed the work of the Parish Lengthsman on behalf of the 

Parish Council, who are tremendously grateful to Christopher for 

carrying out this task.  Christopher would like to take a step back 

from this role, and anyone interested in taking on this important 

task, please contact the Clerk for more information. 
 

Until further guidance is received from HALC, the Parish 

Council will continue to meet remotely via Zoom.  Members of 

the public wishing to “attend” any meetings should contact the 

Clerk or the Chairman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings 
 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 14th December. Parish Council Meetings are public, and 

parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific agenda items 

by prior arrangement with the Chairman - Christian Dryden (Tel 

720398, or email christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk) 

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 

archived Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk 

 

 

  

 The Plough Pub & Hub - The Parish Council is delighted 

that the vendor has accepted our offer to purchase The 

Plough for the community, subject to contract.  

The Council has established a committee to take the 

project forward and this committee met on 14th 

November to approve the appointment of professional 

advisers (including lawyers, VAT experts and structural 

surveyors) and plan the necessary steps. 

Councillors are working with Longparish Community Pub 

Ltd to agree terms for the purchase and subsequent lease 

to LCPL of The Plough as a community hub and pub. If all 

goes well we hope to complete the purchase and lease by 

Christmas. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for us to save, rebuild and 

help this lovely old pub flourish – alongside the Cricketers 

– as a community asset for generations to come. 

 

 

The Plough Ahead group (aka Longparish Community Pub Ltd ) is delighted to announce that it has reached a deal with the current owner to buy The 

Plough.   If all goes well with the purchase and refurbishments, our lovely old pub could be re-opened in the summer: possibly by July 2021. 

The purchase has been possible thanks to the over two hundred people (Longparish residents and friends from further afield) who joined the 

community share offer scheme. It is also in no small part thanks to the Parish Council who agreed to take out a loan for the purchase of the actual 

building, securing it for generations to come.  So, the project to bring back The Plough to the community will be run in conjunction with the Parish 

Council, who will be the legal owner. Plough Ahead will then take on the long-term lease to maintain and operate it as a pub and community hub. 

Because a deal to buy it is now in the offing, it has been decided to extend the share offer until 6th December. This is another opportunity to join us 

and become part of the project with a share in the community business. The minimum share is £50 – an ideal Christmas present for someone maybe? 

The maximum, if you’re feeling really generous, is £30,000. 

With many of us now working from home, and social distancing so much part of our lives, we are aware of the increased demand for local hospitality 

venues – pubs like The Plough and The Cricketers. The impact of Covid has shown that local communities are now much more aware of the value of 

their pubs and there is an increased desire to support them.  

There’s still time to join the scheme to bring The Plough back to life as a pub, community asset and, in time, a B&B. To join us and purchase shares in 

The Plough, or make a donation, please go to www.ploughahead.co.uk/share-offer   For more information call Andy Jolliffe on 720207 

Good News for The Plough! 
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Longparish Little School 

This year’s pumpkin competition went 

virtual and we were so pleased with all 

the fantastic entries we had in the 

three categories of best home grown, 

best carved and best decorated. Thank 

you to everyone who took part and supported this 

fundraising event for Little School. 

The children also had fun 

with pumpkins at Little 

School, exploring their 

size, shapes, weight and 

what was inside them. 

We decorated two of 

them for our entry into 

the competition, we 

made owls called Twit and Twoo.  

We are now taking applications for September 2021. If you 

would like any further information please contact Claire at 

claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk or phone 01264 

720455. You can find out more from our website 

https://www.longparishlittleschool.org.uk/ or our 

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/longparishplaygroup there are 

lots of photos so you can see all the fantastic things we do. 

Would you like to re-vitalise 

Longparish Neighbourhood 

Watch?  

The scheme is pretty well dormant 

at the moment and needs 

someone with energy, enthusiasm 

and familiarity with social media 

to become the coordinator and bring it back to life.  The role 

is can be whatever you decide to make of it, so it is flexible in 

terms of time and commitment.  The coordinator is vetted by 

the police and has access to resources and information 

through Hampshire Neighbourhood watch.   

Please contact me mrjeremybarber@gmail.com or the Parish 

Council if you would like to find out more. 

Jeremy Barber tel 72049 

We have some of these 

Door Safety stickers to give 

away to anyone that 

would like one, at Acre 

Stores now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longparish CE Primary School  

Remembrance Day has always played a special part in our 

school. This year, all the children were given plain large stones, 

on which they painted red poppies and crosses to remind them 

of the wars in the past. There were lessons on the Unknown 

Warrior as it was the 100th anniversary of this special internment 

in Westminster Abbey. They loved this story and old film footage 

of the procession, the King and the VIPs watching the horse 

drawn carriage parade the Union Jack clad coffin through the 

streets of London.  Children love anything like this!  

The younger children also learnt about the purple poppy this 

year. And the animals; namely horses, dogs, pigeons and one cat 

who gave their lives in sacrifice for the freedom we all enjoy 

today. Children are remarkably poignant and caring. They love 

stories of old, about people who were kind and made sacrifices 

for others.  

Children are naturally drawn to remembering special people 

such as Martin Luther King, who was one of the first people to 

say that ‘black lives mattered’. Rosa Parks too was celebrated 

during our Black History month. Ghandi and Mandela, more 

recent amazing figures who feature in our lessons and worship 

too. These giants on whose shoulders we stand, give all our 

children hope for the future. I hope that one day we will all be 

equal, all children will be treated the same, there will be food for 

all and in spite of our current trials and tribulations, all children 

will be well and free from pain. One day. We all pray that this 

hope will be a reality for our children and our children’s children. 

Take great care and our warmest wishes for a happy and safe 

Christmas!  

Love from us all at Longparish CE Primary School.   

Trudie Cawthra, Head Teacher 
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Village Clean-Up November 14th 

After the Clean-up day in Spring was 

cancelled due to the first Lockdown, 

this time around we worked within 

the guidelines to complete certain 

tasks around the village that needed 

doing.  Due to the guidelines, we 

could not enjoy usual half-time 

refreshments or complimentary 

sustenance at the Cricketers; we 

worked at a distance or in family 

groups using our own tools. 

Not for the first time, the Autumn Clean-up day was a wet and 

windy affair.  Some volunteers prudently used their initiative and 

got cracking the day before, which proved a master stroke!   It 

was particularly wise of Richard McAllister and Mick Blocksidge 

to undertake tractor work in the field whilst the going was good 

to firm.  The tasks achieved over the weekend were numerous: 

raking up leaves around North Acre; tidying up the three bus 

shelters; raking up leaves around and the school and village hall; 

dismantling the fence around the playpark for recycling to make 

ready for a new one; cleaning out the stream; tidying around the 

Ashburn Rest; litter picking the many miles of this long parish. 

Big thanks to R Collard Ltd for kindly sponsoring the skip for the 

green waste.  Also, thanks to Test Valley Borough Councillor, 

David Drew, who helped schedule the timely road sweeper on 

Friday.  Thank you very much to Karen-Marie Dinesen and Mick 

Blocksidge for their time and tractor and to Stuart Montague for 

his time and trailer on both Saturday and Sunday.  Thanks to the 

Middleton Estate, HLM Agri Ltd and Richard McAllister who, with 

his JCB, made light of heavy work.  All much appreciated.  

Finally, I would, of course, like to thank the many volunteers 

(more than 40 in number!) who gave up their time, and received 

an absolute soaking for their troubles.  An amazing effort to keep 

our village beautiful!  Thank you all!                           James Hillier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 

Friday 18th December 12 – 2.30pm 

We are really hoping we can hold the Christmas Lunch in 

the Village Hall, for regular members, Covid Rules and 

current situation in the area permitting. 

29th January 2020 - New Year Friday Lunch Club again 

Covid Rules permitting. 

Numbers will be limited so we can be well spread out in 

the hall.  

             To book a place and transport              

Tel: Christian 720 398 or Andrea 720 457 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Longparish Community Support Group 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have 

signed up again. 

If you or your family are self-isolating or 

staying at home for whatever reason and 

need help with shopping or any errands, 

there are plenty of people willing to help out.  

Please call 07765 467 006 or email 

covidhelp@longparish.org.uk 

 

Incinerator ash pile -temporary or permanent? 

The Raymond Brown Enviropark (Fortis IBA Ltd at the Enviropark) want permanent permission to stockpile thousands of tons of incinerator bottom 

ash aggregate (IBAA) on the site of the abandoned Harewood incinerator.  The Environment Agency issued a temporary waiver to allow the use of the 

four-and-a-half-acre site when demand for the IBAA as building material plummeted because of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

The original permission ran out in September but has been extended to the end of March 2021.  The IBAA is the residue of bottom ash from the three 

Hampshire waste incinerators after valuable metals have been extracted. IBAA is still piled high above the bunds at the section of the Enviropark 

allocated for it.  We understand that the temporary waiver will not be extended beyond March 2021 and that Fortis IBAA Ltd intend to apply for it to 

become permanent.  The Environment Agency stipulated a maximum of 63,000 tons to be stored at the temporary site on the understanding that 

there would be no dust or pollution of air, water, soil, plants or animals. 

The IBAA is simply dumped onto the bare chalk after removing the soil. This was allowed as it was a temporary measure. It is likely that permanent 

permission would involve stipulating that the base is covered with sealed and reinforced concrete with a water runoff catchment. Villagers 

experiencing pollution from the site should complain to Test Valley Environmental Health department  at 01264 368000 or e.mail 

envhealth@testvalley.gov.uk or contact the Environment Agency helpline 0800807060.                                  Henry Yelf   
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CHANGING PLACES 

As the saying goes: never work with children and animals. I think I 

must be a glutton for punishment as this year, I’ve moved from 

one to the other! 

Lockdown came at a good time for me. After 25 successful years 

as a teacher, I found that I was losing my passion for the job.  I had 

great support from friends and family who offered sensible and 

practical advice, particularly my wife Joanna who suggested that 

perhaps it was time for change.  At the start of the pandemic, in 

between home-schooling our two boys at home in Longparish, I 

offered to help out at Bere Mill Farm in Whitchurch doing local 

meat deliveries.   I also found myself doing general jobs on the 

farm like delivering lambs and moving sheep from field to field. 

Being outdoors was great; it gave me time to think about possible 

alternative career options. 

As with many food supply businesses during lockdown, things 

were getting busy at Bere Mill as online orders took off.   I’ve 

always been a bit of foodie and love cooking so I decided to offer 

some more help in the butchery.  I started by making burgers and 

found I loved it!  I developed some recipes of my own which sold 

well - the Greek burger with lamb and feta seems have become a 

popular repeat order. That was the ‘light bulb moment’ when I 

knew this was something I would love to do long term. 

However, a career change 

decision isn’t an easy one. There 

are lots of things to consider but, 

with support from all my family, I 

handed in my notice at school 

and embarked upon the 

opportunity to take up a butchering apprenticeship at Bere Mill.  I 

feel incredibly lucky: my new place of work sits right on the River 

Test surrounded by beautiful countryside and the grass-fed beef 

and lamb produced on the farm is incredible. The sausages are 

delicious and the burgers are amazing (perhaps I’m bit biased!).  

Three months into my apprenticeship, I couldn’t be happier! I am 

learning so much about butchery and we are now preparing for 

Christmas roasts and pigs in blankets – it’s busy and certainly a 

change from planning a Nativity play! 

I hope my story inspires everyone not 

to be afraid of trying something new 

and recognise that sometimes a 

complete change of direction in life is 

needed. Maybe not as big a change as 

‘deputy head teacher to apprentice 

butcher’ but a change is a change and if 

it makes us happy and fulfilled…it’s 

worth doing.             David Roebuck  

beremillfarm.co.uk 

 

      YEW COTTAGE BED AND BREAKFAST

We wish everyone a 

Happy and Healthy 

Christmas! 

We have turned on our 

Christmas lights early 

this year to cheer you 

all up!                       

Rosie and Martin 

01264 720325 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  !"# LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB $ !"# 

The Longparish Gardening Club wish everyone a Very Happy 

and Peaceful Christmas and hope that we can all meet again 

early in 2021. 

Our first meeting should be Tuesday, 26th January and new 

members are always welcome from within our combined 

Parishes. 

Rosie Lowry 01264 720325  rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com Or 

Marion Bell 01264 720205 

 

 

News from The Cricketers Inn

A big thank you to all who have supported the weekend 
takeaway service through this lockdown, and we really 
look forward to seeing you all when we can reopen! 
(hopefully December 2nd).

We will reopen all ready for the run up to Christmas, 
festively decorated, and with our Christmas set menu 
alongside our normal menu. It is difficult to plan any sort 
of "Chrismassy things" so do keep an eye out for 
posters and social media posts announcing anything we 
are allowed to do!

"Steak Night" will continue each Monday and Tuesday 
evening throughout December.

We will also be selling raffle tickets to win a British 
Bronze Turkey, to be drawn on Monday 23rd 
December.

Please see the website and LCA Facebook page for 
details of our opening hours and Christmas menu!

Matt and the team at The Cricketers Inn.
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Longparish Playground Update 

In 2018 the Parish Council commissioned a working party 

to assess and revitalise the Longparish playground. A 

recent ROSPA report had indicated that much of the 

equipment was no longer fit for purpose and did not meet 

current safety standards namely, the roundabout, skate 

ramp, the slide and the swings.    

The working party set about fundraising, gathering public 

opinion, interviewing school children and the wider 

community to ensure that we had captured as many 

opinions as possible to create an exciting environment for 

children to play and families to meet.  A natural wooden 

theme was chosen to blend into the beautiful rural 

surroundings.   

Designed with all children in mind, we have installed a 

wheelchair accessible roundabout, a fort with wide slide, 

swings including a tango and basket seat, a new springer 

and a zip wire, all set in a recycled rubber mulch surface.  

As well as dens underneath, the fort also includes a 

climbing wall, fire man’s pole, rope bridge and tall slide.    

So many people have supported the playground project in 

many different ways. The Working Party would like to 

thank everyone for your donations, your time, the grants, 

your support of fundraising events, and the sponsorship of 

benches and equipment. This could not have happened 

without your help and we are thrilled with the result! 

That said, due to limited funds, we were unable to 

incorporate a much-requested ping pong table.  The aim is 

to include this in phase two once life gets back to normal 

post Covid-19 and we can resume regular fundraising 

activities.    

Due to Covid restrictions we are unable to have a Grand 

Opening at this time, however we are hoping that in the 

Summer of 2021, we can have a big party to celebrate! 

A huge thank you to Green Play Project for all their hard 

work in making this happen.  Fingers crossed, by the time 

the December Hill and Valley is published, the fencing will 

be complete and the playground will be OPEN!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Playground Project has been supported by Middleton 

Estate, TVBC, Vitacress Charitable Fund, Longparish 

Community Association, The Andrew Marshall Memorial 

Fund, Longparish Parish Council, Newport Recycling, Tool 

Station, St Nicolas Church and many, many generous 

families and friends of Longparish.  

 

     STOP PRESS!!

The River Test Distillery

are thrilled to announce that 

they have been awarded the 

very prestigious Masters 

Medal from 'The Spirits 

Business' Gin Masters for 

their London Dry Gin.

“This is our second award 

in less than a year in 

production – we are 

ecstatic!”

Jon and Sarah Nelson

www.rivertestdistillery.co.uk

100 club winners for October and November

October November
1st Prize Ellen Hatto 1st Prize Rosie Lowry
2nd Prize Jeanette Branfoot 2nd Prize Sid Bryant
3rd Prize Ben and Christine Wrey 3rd Prize Adam and Emma Brett

 

 


