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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

REPORT FROM MEETING HELD REMOTELY ON 14 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

The Plough Inn 

The Chair of the Working Party reported that an initial 

offer, jointly made with LCPL, to purchase The Plough Inn 

had been refused. The PC asked LCPL to commission a new 

valuation for the purposes of forming a new offer.  The 

new valuation has been received, and the PC and LCPL are 

in discussion about next steps. 

 

Playground Refurbishment 

The renovation of the playground by Green Play Project 

began on 14 September, and it is hoped that it will be 

ready to re-open for the October half-term break.  It was 

agreed that the youth shelter would be retained, but the 

possibility of it being relocated to the football pitch is being 

explored.  A contractor to replace the playground fencing is 

yet to be decided.  The Parish Council thanked the Working 

Party led by Joanna Roebuck for their tremendous efforts 

in securing funding and bringing this project to fruition.   

 

Repairs to the stream verge 

The Chairman of the Parish Council has been looking into 

repairing the badly eroded verge that runs alongside the 

B3048 in Longparish and has been to see similar repairs in 

St Mary Bourne.  It seems likely that the cost of the repairs 

would have to be paid for by the Parish Council, and the 

Chairman is researching the availability of grants to fund 

this.  The PC resolved to commission a report documenting 

the places most in need of repair and how this can be 

done, if funding is available to cover the cost of such a 

report. 

 

The Cricketers Inn 

The Parish Council acknowledged the efforts of Matt, the 

new landlord of The Cricketers Inn, and remarked on how 

well he has been received.  The PC thanks him and wish 

him every success for the future. 

 

Parish Council Meetings 

Until further guidance is received from HALC, the Parish 

Council will continue to meet remotely via Zoom.  

Members of the public wishing to “attend” any meetings 

should contact the Clerk or the Chairman. 

 

 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 12th October. Parish Council Meetings are public, 

and parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific 

agenda items by prior arrangement with the Chairman -

Christian Dryden (Tel 720398, or email 

christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk) 

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current 

or archived Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk 

 

 

  

Tuesday Talks
 

We were dubious about re-starting Tuesday 

Talks because of the rules about mask 

wearing and socially distanced seating.

The new "Rule of Six" makes things worse 

so we have decided to furlough Tuesday 

Talks for the current season. We hope to be 

back next year.

 

Christine Beresford and Jeremy Barber 
 

VILLAGE CLEANUP  

Save the Date: Saturday 14th November 

 

VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY 

 

All welcome to a Social Distancing village 

clean-up day. 

 

10am – 1pm 

Meet at Playground 

 

Chores to include litter picking, stream 

clearing, bus shelter cleaning… 

 

Contact James Hillier 720016 for more 

details or turn up on the day. 
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  ‘Not the fete’ fete 

A big ‘THANK YOU’ to Cathy Yelf for taking the initiative this year and organising this substitute 

mini-fete at quite short notice. Thank you too to all the stallholders for their efforts under the 

restrictive circumstances.  

We raised £1,350 from the stalls and received £1,900 from donations. So thank you to everyone 

for turning out and making the day such a success. The weather was kind to us and it was great 

to see the village buzzing with people walking up and down between the stalls. 

The money is to be split between the church and the playground, so we can send a cheque to 

the playground committee for £1,625. It is good to see the work starting in the playground, and 

we’re sure all the children are looking forward to its re-opening soon, with some exciting new 

rides and equipment. 

              

 

                  

Here’s something to keep the children amused, particularly at this time of restrictions on social gatherings!  If you would like to 

contribute to something for Creative Corner please send to hillandvalley@longparish.org.uk 

Thanks to Clare and Katie Sykes for some very seasonal contributions this month! 

Message from Jan West: 

THANK YOU to everyone who 

donated to the Toy Stall!! 

Colour me in! 
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The Longparish 

Sunflower 

competition was 

great fun, and 

helped raise over 

£40 for 

Longparish Little 

School.   

Thank you to all 

those who took 

part. 

 

Special thanks to Angela Harwood for the lovely 

Sylvanian Family prize. 

Congratultions to our winner, Phoebe Tonge.  The 

photo is of her prize-winning sunflower, standing at 

48 inches tall!!     

 

  

   LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

Sadly, we have decided to postpone all meetings until the 

end of the year, due to Covid 19 uncertainties. We hope 

to restart the programme when the situation improves.  

All our speakers have been very happy to defer their talks 

until next year and we hope to visit the gardens that 

we’ve had to cancel then. 

Best wishes to you all, keep gardening and stay well. 

Rosie Lowry 01264 720325  

rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com   

Marion Bell 01264 720205 

         LONGPARISH CRICKET CLUB 

The shortened outdoor cricket season has drawn to a 
conclusion and the club are delighted with the amount of 
cricket that was squeezed in. The club has maintained a 
positive and progressive approach throughout which sets 
things up for further success in 2021.

The number and quality of the juniors progressing 
through the age groups is very encouraging, which 
provides the necessary pathway into the senior teams. 
Justin Jackman and the other club coaches/junior 
organisers take great credit here.

Throughout the winter there will be indoor fixtures as well 
as fund-raising initiatives to secure the necessary 
finances to upgrade the net system to the standard the 
club requires. Support from the village will be greatly 
appreciated once the details of the fundraising are 
finalised.

 

jackmanjustin@aol.com 

https://longparishcc.hitscricket.com/ 

  

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH by CHRIS BOWMAN

THE SWIFT

The Swift is one of our shortest staying summer visitors. 
They arrive in late April and are all gone by early 
August. They are remarkable birds who spend all winter 
in South Africa and fly back here for a short breeding 
season. 

Swifts cannot land on the ground because their legs are 
too short to take off and their wings are too long. 
They only land to nest and sleep on the wing!
Swifts have a long wingspan of 42-48cm, black/brown 
feathers and an almost white chin and throat. The long 
wings make them very fast fliers but they still have to 
collect their nesting materials whilst flying. 

They nest as soon as they arrive in a small hole in a 
house or barn or sometimes in a Swift nest box: a
shallow cup made of grass, straw and feathers 
cemented together with saliva. Two eggs are laid,
smooth and white, which incubate for 19-27 days.  They
fledge in 37-56 days depending on the weather as their 
food source is insects, caught only while flying. During a
very wet spell they have to fly further to catch insects. 
A swallow, on the other hand, only needs 18-23 days to 
fledge, as they fly closer to the ground to catch insects. 

Once fledged, young swifts form a fast flying 
group, screaming as they fly over the rooftops.
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FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 

Friday 23rd October 

Starting up again following strict Covid Govt 

guidelines 

12.00 – 2.00pm in Longparish Village Hall 

A simple lunch of soup and cake on the last Friday 

of the month £3. 

Booking is essential as numbers will be limited.  

A mask will be needed for transport and for 

walking into the hall. 

On the day please do not attend if you have any 

symptoms that could be Covid 19 

For booking and/or transport call Andrea Harris 

720 457 Christian Dryden 720 398 

Contact details will be kept for 21 days and if the situation 

changes the Lunch Club may be cancelled at short notice.

 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race

It was a lovely morning for the September run. We are 

getting used to the new rules and social distancing 

and making the best of it. We are not sure whether the 

"Rule of 6" will allow us to run next month so please 

look out for the monthly email which you can sign up 

for here https://tinyurl.com/yygolzdb

Brian Grierson was a lovely man and a great racer. He 

died in August so we began with some reminiscences 

from his friend Roger Bradley and a brief silence in his 

memory. 

Our start times are based on previous performance 

and are to the nearest second but, by an amazing 

coincidence, three runners had exactly the same start 

time so we had a specially wide start line to enable 

social distancing. 

 

Three runners started at exactly the same time 

We welcomed new runner, Sylvia Crook, who vastly 

underestimated her ability and finished first by a 

country mile. Next time Mr Handicap will make it more 

difficult for her. Second home was Ian Beveridge, our 

Most Improved Man and third was Sandra Doney, our 

Most Improved Woman. There were eight season's 

bests including personal records for Graeme Johnson 

and Karl Gailer. Well done all! 

Thanks very much to Maggie Barber, Andy Smith and 

Nick Collier for helping and the Cricket Club for the 

lovely venue. If Covid restrictions permit, we'll be back 

in October and we will welcome you if you'd like to 

run. But you'll have to enter in advance and numbers 

are limited. The new rules are on the website. 

You can see the full results and photos and find more 

information in the L2SOTM area of the Longparish 

website http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/

 

SOCIALLY DISTANCING LITTER PICK! 

Next one Friday 16th October  

Thank you to all those who have been helping 

keep Longparish litter free. 

If you regularly litter pick and would like to 

adopt a road or area, and need equipment 

please get in touch. 

Meet at the Village Hall at 9.15pm 

 and for coffee at the Cricketers at 11.30am 

Tel Christian Dryden 720398 
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In this year of commemoration of VE 

Day and VJ Day and the start of the 

Battle of Britain 80 years ago, we 

received this article from Mr Stan 

Barnes, who now lives in Essex. 

Stan and his family lived at 

Longparish Station until 1957 – he 

hopes that some members of the 

community may remember the 

Barnes Family.  We thank him for this 

interesting piece of village history! 

 

Our Air Raid Shelter at 6 Station Cottages, 

Longparish, Nr Andover. Hants 1942 to 1945 

During most of World War 2 the Barnes Family, 

comprising Henry Charles Barnes (Father), Margaret 

Alice Barnes (Mother), Albert Edwin Barnes (Son), 

Sheila Margaret Barnes (Daughter) and myself Oliver 

Stanley Barnes (Son) spent almost every night in an 

Air Raid Shelter at the top of their back garden, near 

the Pump House.  Fredrick George Barnes (Son), 

known in the village as Barney, was in the Army 

(R.E.M.E.) serving in Burma during this period, so was 

not included. 

The Shelter was created using my father’s garden 

shed/workshop, it was lowered into the ground by my 

father going inside the building and digging the 

ground out. He used an old-fashioned method used 

by well diggers, digging out the soil from under the 

walls, allowing it to sink down a little at a time until 

the roof was level with the surrounding ground. The 

roof was then reinforced by heavy beams and 

galvanised steel before placing the soil removed from 

inside the building on top of it. Steps lead from 

ground level outside to a reinforced door. 

Inside the shelter, at the far end from the door, were 

two double sized beds, one above the other. A small 

coke burner provided heat in the winter. My Father, 

although a bricklayer by trade, was also a great 

inventor, turning his hand to most challenges. A great 

believer in make-do and mend. He loved dabbling in 

early radio and television. In the mid 1920’s he built a  

 

mechanical-scan television receiver which comprised  

a rotating metal disc with small holes around the 

circumference called a Nipkow Disk. Because of his 

interest in radio, he produced a listening device where 

a powerful microphone was installed on the roof of 

the shelter with a cable leading to a receiver inside 

the shelter. The idea being, should the siren be 

sounded we would be warned. It was also used to 

identify aircraft flying over. My father could tell the 

difference between friend and foe, and also between 

British Vickers Wellington and Avro Lancaster and 

German Junkers 88 and Dornier 17. 

Our shelter was a refuge for a number of neighbours 

during an air raid warning. As soon as the air raid siren 

sounded at night, we could expect at least 10 to 12 

people knocking on the door asking if they could 

come in (packed in like sardines). Providing they could 

get in through the door, no one was turned away.  

              

At the end of the war, Dad set to work again, jacking 

the shed out of the hole and returning it back to its 

former state of his garden shed/workshop, where it 

remained in constant use until Mum and Dad left the 

station to go to their new home at the Acre, 

Longparish in about 1971.           O S Barnes (Stan) 

        Longparish Community Support 

Longparish Community Support Group is available for anyone 

needing practical help or support during and after the Covid 

pandemic.  You can be linked with one volunteer for help. 

Please call 07765 467 006. 

If you are interested in a volunteer role please contact 

Christian Dryden Tel 720 398 or Andy Jolliffe 

covidhelp@longparish.org.uk 
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Friends of Longparish School 

(FoLS) Update

Thank you so much to everyone who has taken 

part in competitions, bought plants or just donated 

to our May Fayre fund.  We have raised £2,100 of 

which 10% will go to Little School.  These funds 

make a big difference at this time when we are 

more limited in the fundraisers we can put on.  

Duck Race

We did manage our first live streamed event in 

the duck race at Upper Mill.  Duck number 74 

took an early lead which they maintained to win a 

giant Easter Egg.  Well done to Angela Ward who 

chose the winning duck number.  In all the 

excitement, a couple of the ducks escaped so 

please let us know if you find one on your travels 

and claim your reward.  A big thanks to Laura 

Barron who let us use her garden for the event.

FoLS Committee Members Vacancies

We are recruiting new committee members to 

start following our AGM in October.  We are 

looking for a treasurer, secretary and general 

committee members.  Being on FoLS is an 

opportunity to make friends, engage your brain 

and have a bit of fun whilst raising money for the 

school. You don’t need to be a parent at the 

school to join, just a willingness to get stuck in 

and give whatever time you have available. If it 

sounds like something you might be interested in 

but you’re not sure what’s involved, please do 

contact our chair, Beccy Witcher at 

chairfols@gmail.com .

100+ Club

It’s that time of year to renew your numbers.  The 

100+ club has three prizes each month with a 

super-draw in December.  Numbers are £12 each

for the year.  Please complete the renewal form 

or contact Beccy at chairfols@gmail.com .  This is

a great way to support the school in a social 

distanced way, so please renew or buy numbers 

in our draw.

Teddy Raffle

Would you like to give this teddy a home?  It was 
kindly donated to FoLS and we are raffling it at £3 
per ticket.  Further details available on Facebook 
or contact Beccy at chairfols@gmail.com .

Thanks everyone for your support.

 

 
FoLS 100+ Club draw 

 

September winners : 

 

Eila Chamberlen £20.00 (16) 

Simon Troughton £10.00 (15) 

Jan and Richard West £5.00 (31) 

 !"#$ 


