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Anne and Pat Burke have been running our wonderful Acre Stores since the early 70s. They have endured many years of hard work in order 

to continue to succeed as they have done. One of the hurdles in the early days was having to survive 4 long years operating their original 

shop from a store that was missing a wall and had to be covered with a tarpaulin after extensive damage was caused by a minor traffic 

incident… Renovations over the years expanded the shop, and made it the community hub that we know and love today. Anne and Pat are 

always willing to regale any lucky shoppers with many a story of years gone by, which helps keep the history of our village alive. 

Little did anyone anticipate the happenings of 2020 with the global Covid-19 pandemic. This difficult time has seen the community pull 

together in ways that we haven’t seen for years. If it wasn’t for everyone who volunteered to help, the shop may have had to close its 

doors. From the LCA, (and I think we speak on behalf of the whole community), we wanted to thank Anne and Pat to say how grateful we 

are for allowing us into the shop to keep it going, so that the village was never without its essentials during the lockdown period.  

The shop is open Monday-Thursday & Saturday 9-11am, Friday 9-12 noon, Sunday 9.30-11.30. We are continuing to take meat orders via 

paper and email. Videos of the stock are available on the LCA and Shop Facebook pages, as well as photos of promotions displayed outside 

the shop. Please continue to donate to the Foodbank; the collection box is outside the front of the shop and any donations are welcome.  

  

   

 Natasha Rouse serving at the shop                                                Steve our postie                                                     Anne Burke 

                   Social distancing at the shop                                                     Andy Jolliffe preparing the fruit and veg deliveries 

   Claire Sykes loads up fruit and veg                                 Our bin men                                                      Pat Burke 
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The launch of a community share offer to raise funds to bring 

The Plough into community ownership as a valuable village asset 

is now set for early June. As you will have seen from their recent 

letter, this project is fully supported by Longparish Parish 

Council. 

Originally planned for April, the launch would normally have 

been with a fanfare along with invitations to join a public 

meeting in the village hall.  With the current situation the launch 

will be a much softer event.  Longparish Community Pub Ltd 

(LCPL) will soon be seeking investors to help fund this exciting 

opportunity. 

An invitation to invest in community shares will be posted 

through your door in next couple of weeks. Information will also 

be available through social media and via the Plough Ahead web 

site www.ploughahead.co.uk.  There will be video conferencing 

sessions with a chance to ask the team questions.  If guidelines 

and social distancing measures allow, we also hope to set up 

some 1:1 meetings in the village hall. 

It might seem a little strange to be asking for investment to save 

a pub at a time when all pubs across the country have closed 

their doors and many of them are facing an uncertain future as a 

result of the current pandemic.  Yet, this current situation also 

reinforces the reasons why it is perhaps now even more 

important for our community to come together, take control and 

make this venture a success. Under community ownership The 

Plough can be shaped to be whatever the village decides it 

needs, now and in the future.  If we lose this opportunity now 

through a short-term fear of an uncertain future, then that 

opportunity may be lost for ever.    

No one will make a fast buck through investing in this project.  In 

fact, the maximum amount the shares would ever be worth is 

what was paid for them.  Investing in community shares in LCPL 

is all about investing in the long-term social fabric of where we 

live.  The returns come from the satisfaction in seeing your 

investment helping your local community, and also knowing that 

just a bit of the local pub is yours! 

 

Andy Jolliffe 

Longparish Village Pub & Hub 
Tell your Parish Council what you think. 

 

As you know, we have a chance to buy The Plough for 

the village. A place to meet and greet, drink and eat, 

park, play and learn. Your Parish Council has been 

asked to support this project by taking out a long-

term, low interest rate loan from HM Treasury over 

50 years, which should be at no cost to Parish Council 

funds. 

 

We have hand-delivered information about this 

proposal to every house in the village, and added 

information to the village website. We welcome your 

views, so please contact your local councillor or the 

PC Clerk Sally Lawman (details below) by 8 June. 

Alternatively, this item will be on the Agenda at our 

next PC Meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 8 June (in the 

village hall or by video on Zoom - please contact the 

Clerk if you would like to attend).  

 

Clerk: Miss Sally Lawman, Ladybird Cottage, Stoke, 

Andover, Hants, SP11 0ND 

01264 738716  clerk@longparish.org.uk 

               

“The Remote Notes”          

Longparish Village Choir is starting a YouTube 

channel of lock-down performances. Songs will be 

rehearsed via Zoom, with each choir member 

recording their own voice at home. Henry (Yelf) 

will then edit all the voice tracks together and 

add pictures to finish the piece. Some items will 

involve the whole choir, others may be solos or 

even instrumental pieces performed by the choir 

members.  

  

Our first piece, We’ll Meet Again is already on 

the channel here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu956HTPC

H6TuqdW7IfFFCA          

Or search YouTube for Longparish Village Choir. 
  
The Choir is also inviting any local musicians to 

submit items for the channel. If you have a 

musical party piece, let me know and we can 

showcase your talent on the channel for your 

friends and family to enjoy!   
Email cathy.yelf@sky.com or call me on 01264 

720790.  
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Longparish Parish Council 

Report from Meeting Held on 11 May  

(remote meeting)  

Procedural 

Ordinarily, the May PC meeting is the statutory Annual Meeting 

of the Council, where the election of the Chairman and other 

officers takes place.  The regulations of the Coronavirus Act 2020 

enable PCs to defer these elections to May 2021, and it was 

agreed that the current Chairman, and all other officers would 

remain in post until the next Annual Meeting.    

Finance  

The Council agreed the Accounts and Notes for 2019-2020 and 

the Annual Return, and noted that these would be scrutinised by 

the Internal Auditor before being passed to the External Auditor.  

The Council also approved the revised Standing Orders, Financial 

Regulations and Risk Assessment. 

General Power of Competence 

The PC is required to formally re-confirm eligibility to exercise 

the General Power of Competence on an annual basis. It was 

minuted that Longparish Parish Council continues to meet the 

eligibility criteria. 

The Plough Inn 

It was resolved that the Parish Council will continue to support 

Longparish Community Pub Limited (LCPL) in their initiative to 

secure ownership of The Plough Inn and to restore it to an 

operational public house/restaurant and potential community 

hub for Longparish (please see separate article). 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 19.30 hours on 

Monday 8 June.  This may be held by remote online meeting, 

dependent upon current government guidelines.  Parish Council 

meetings are public, and public participation will still apply.  

Parishioners are welcome to speak on specific agenda items by 

prior arrangement with the Chairman – Christian Dryden (tel:  

720398, or email:  clerk@longparish.org.uk). 

 

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current 

or archived Longparish web-site (longparish.org.uk).   

 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH   

by Chris Bowman
WHITE STORK 

A group of private landowners and nature 

conservation organisations are working together, 

based at Knepp in West Sussex to help the white 

stork return home to South East England for the first 

time in several hundreds of years. 

These large birds, symbolic of rebirth, are native to the 

British Isles and evidence suggests that they were once 

widely distributed. Whilst it is unclear why this spectacular 

and sociable bird failed to survive in Britain, it is likely that 

a combination of habitat loss, over-hunting and targeted 

persecution all contributed to their decline. A contributory 

factor may be that it was persecuted in the English Civil 

War for being associated with rebellion. The white stork is 

a migratory bird species, and there have been many 

sightings in the UK over recent years, but conservationists 

identified that the species would need a helping hand to 

re-establish a breeding population in Britain. 

The White Stork Project  aims to restore a population of at 

least 50 breeding pairs in southern England by 2030 

through a phased release programme over the next five 

years. 

The white stork is mostly white with black wing 

feathers with a wingspan of about 5 feet. It has a 

long red bill and legs.  Our stork is a female.  She 

arrived in the UK from Poland with others in 2018. 

During the summer 2019 she started to explore. She 

was seen in 

Cuckmere Haven 

between Brighton 

and Eastbourne. 

Then she moved to 

Durrington near 

Salisbury on the 13th 

September  2019 

before moving on to Charney Basset in Oxfordshire 

on the 27th March. She was then sighted in Norfolk 

on the Ouse Washes on the 9th April and arrived in 

Longparish on the 24th April, spending several nights 

on top of a chimney in Forton. Once the birds reach 

maturity around 3-4 years old they will be released 

 (our stork  decided to leave early). They nest right 

across Europe. The nest is a big structure of sticks 

lined with grass, paper and rags. 3-5 eggs are laid in 

mid April incubated for 33-34 days and fledge in 58-

64 days. Their food is mostly animals, mice, small 

birds etc. I have been in touch with Knepp since we 

first saw the stork and will keep you all updated. 

PS:  Seen again on Jan West’s chimney on 21
st

 May 

 

Social isolation – how to help yourself if you are 

feeling lonely 

Try a telephone befriender service 

Age Concern Hampshire can arrange a friendly phone call 

with a volunteer – call the Information and Advice line 

(0800 328 7154 Mon-Fri 10am-2pm). Also, Silverline (0800 

470 8090) is available 24 hours per day for people over 55 

who feel lonely or isolated.  NHS Volunteer Responder 

Service (0808 196 3646 8am-8pm).  Longparish Community 

Support (07765 467 006).  Longparish Friends Line (01264 

720215).  You can also find a list of befriending networks 

on: https://www.befriending.co.uk/ 

For more information contact  

your local Village Agent 

Pam Weale on 07593 439 018 
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VE DAY SCARECROWS 

Editor’s Note: Many thanks to Laura Harding for 

organising the scarecrow competition. This cheered 

everyone up over the VE weekend and provided a lot of 

fun for the adults and children who dreamt up and 

produced their scarecrows. Here Laura writes about the 

competition: 

Along with the VE day celebrations, we held a scarecrow 

competition. Initially I thought it would be something nice 

for the children to do during lockdown. However, this 

escalated into so much more than I could have imagined. 

In the end we had around 47 scarecrows and it made the 

walk around our beautiful village so much fun. The effort 

put in was amazing and I hope everyone enjoyed them as 

much as we did. Finkley Down Farm kindly agreed to judge 

the scarecrows and they did a live video on Facebook 

asking followers to help with their decision. The results 

were as follows: for the adults, first prize went to the 

Elwell family with their scarecrow Tank Commander Tom, 

second prize went to the Hillier family with Vera Lynn and 

third prize went to the Sanderson family with Sandy 

Discrow. For the children’s category, first prize went to 

Sparkle Seashell made by Inara Janmohammed, second 

prize went to Dr Harry Hope made by the Brett family and 

in third place was Gymnastics Dave made by David 

Harding. Thank you to everyone who took part and helped 

raise over £250 for Longparish School. The LCA also 

arranged a lovely surprise for all of the children in 

Longparish to receive a commemorative chocolate bar. The 

wrapper can be kept as a souvenir of what turned out to 

be a very different VE Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

           Family first prize                                       Family second prize 

            Family third prize                                    Children first prize 

           Children second prize                               Children third prize 

                                    Commemorative chocolate bars 

WALKING FOR FOOD  - Neighbours Sarah, Ailsa and Annelise, with their dogs Clover, Coco and Skye, are 

taking part in “Walk the Test Another Way” to raise money for Andover Foodbank. If you would like to find out 

more or donate our Justgiving page is https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Sarah-Harris111. 

The Rotary Club of Romsey organises the charity walk every year in September. This year the walk is taking 

place earlier so that charities can benefit now when they really need support. Walks are done individually 

and in accordance with current legislation. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Longparish Little School. 

Even though Little School is temporally closed while we are 

in lockdown, the children have been very busy at home. 

We would like to thank Hillier garden centres for donating 

some herb plants to the children. They have been learning 

what the plants need to make them grow and some have 

even used them in their cooking. We have been 

investigating the life cycle of a caterpillar. Our caterpillars 

have now turned into cocoons and we are waiting to see 

what happens next. We also celebrated VE day by having 

parties in our own gardens. The children made flags, 

bunting and cakes.  

We are now enrolling children from September. 

Unfortunately due to the current circumstances we cannot 

offer viewings.  If you would like to find out more you can 

visit our website 

https://www.longparishlittleschool.org.uk/ or our 

Facebook page www.facebook.com/longparishplaygroup  

If you would like further information please contact us at 

claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk 

Longparish C E Primary School 

Ingrid Sanderson Chair of Governors 

FoLS News 

           
         

        
         

        
           
          
           

         
    

           

       
      

        
 Virtual Pet Competition    





     

 

 

 

 

FOLS 100 CLUB WINNERS – MAY 

£20- Simon Troughton (104) 

£10- Rosie Lowry (61) 

£5- Robert Dawson (100) 
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The Cricketers Inn, Longparish, has reopened (albeit take-

away only for now!)  New landlord, Matt Etherington 

introduces himself: 

 

Where to start? Hello to all of you, I am Matt! Having taken 

on The Cricketers Inn, Longparish in March, at the time of 

‘Lockdown’, many people thought it was a foolish thing for 

me to do. Sometimes I thought they may be right!  

However, lockdown has given me an opportunity to make 

a start on redecorating, refurbishing and sprucing up your 

pub, so it will be ready to receive you when we are all 

allowed to be free range again. 

 

In the meantime, I have started a Friday and Saturday 

evening food and real ale takeaway service. I have been 

astounded by the huge support from the people of 

Longparish and surrounding villages for making the 

takeaway service work, and for welcoming me (back) to 

this beautiful part of the World. 

 

My working life began in Longparish, back when I was 14, 

at The Plough Inn, having started as a kitchen porter, I 

quickly started to get involved with the food side of things, 

following my passion for making fresh food from scratch, 

and my love of preparing and using seasonal game and fish 

to create amazing food.  I spent a few years in the kitchen 

at the Plough Inn, and tried my hand at ‘Front of House’ – 

which I equally enjoyed! After seven years of being 

involved with the Plough, I spread my wings – working in 

different parts of the country for gastro pubs, and 

spending a year in the South of France as a sous chef for a 

Hotel.  

 

By the age of 25, I decided I wanted a change, and my 

weekends back! I settled in Dorset, with my partner, and 

together we built up a Garden Maintenance company, 

quite a change! I could never really shake off my love of 

hospitality, though, and I set about cooking private dinner 

parties for some of our customers, and got involved in the 

running of our village social club, turning it from near 

folding into the thriving community hub it is today, 

 

When I heard that Longparish was down to only one pub, 

and then heard about that closing, I thought the time was 

right to see if I could give it a go, and build up a pub that 

Longparish could love and treasure again – and this is my 

goal. I have met many of you, some of you know me 

(including my former boss!) and I cannot wait to meet all 

of you as we regain our freedom. I hope I can serve 

Longparish well and create the sort of pub you want to 

have in your Village. Cheers!  

https://thecricketersinnlongparish.com 

email:  thecricketerslongparish@gmail.com 

 

Longparish Gardening Club  

We have reviewed our June and July Evening 

garden visits with the hosts concerned and have 

found that it is not practical to hold these events 

in view of the current circumstances. In both 

cases, we hope to be able to reschedule next 

year. 

There is no meeting planned for August and we 

will keep the September visit to Preston 

Candover under review with the host.              

Rosie Lowry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Seen in an 

        Andover shop 

 

Longparish Cricket Club 

Hopefully we will be able to start offering 

controlled net sessions at our ground 

sometime in June. The preparations of the club 

house and ground are underway in readiness 

for the first matches of the season which could 

be played at the beginning of July. If you or 

your children are interested in playing cricket 

for Longparish CC please contact Justin 

Jackman at jackmanjustin@aol.com or via the 

contacts on the website 

https://longparishcc.secure-club.com  

 


