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St. Nicholas Christmas Fayre

Longparish Birds by Chris Bowman

The Christmas Fayre was held in St. Nicholas’ Church on
Sat 1st December.
The rationale behind
the change of venue
from that of the
Community Hall was
twofold.
Netta Wills, Janet Giles, Jeanette Branfoot

Firstly, the recent changes to the Church - beautifully
decorated for the occasion – provided more room and a
different and special ambience. Secondly, it gave an
opportunity for members of the community to see the recent
changes to the interior, prior to a special service of Dedication
the following day.

Eila Chamberlen

The PCC and the Christmas
Fayre committee - Georgi
Leask and Tom and Alix
Bremridge - owe a huge debt
of thanks to the many
helpers, stallholders and child

GREAT WHITE EGRET
The Great White Egret has been around the village rivers
recently, but this is not a new tick. They are just a tad smaller
than our grey heron with a wingspan of 140-170 cms (55-67
inches) and stand at 1 mtr tall. Sometimes confused with the
little egret at a distance. It is pure white with an orangeyellow bill, and they have black feet not yellow. They first
bred on the Somerset Levels in 2012 and still nest there.
The nest is in reed beds above water sometimes near others.
The nest is a large pile of dead reeds or twigs lined with finer
material. Eggs are laid in mid April, 2-6, pale blue, incubated
for 25-26 days and fledge after 42 days. Their food is mainly
fish but they will eat insects, small mammals and small birds.
There is a report that a pair had a failed breeding attempt in
Norfolk. They will probably be as common as the little egret in
years to come.
A Kingfisher has been spotted a couple of times recently
above the stream by the Ashburn Rest.

entertainers who, due to their hard work and enthusiasm,
made the event such a success, ensuring that the large
numbers of people who came along enjoyed the experience.
Thanks to the generosity of all those participating, £1,000
from the proceeds was donated by the Church to the School
Library Project with the balance donated to the Mityana
Projects Trust.

Great White Egret

Save the Date – 2019 Fete

Gordon Leask, Peter Jones,
Rev Craig Marshall

November
Mrs R Dawson £20 (number 100)
Mrs N Wills £10 (number 44)
Mrs Bryant £5 (number 32)

Netta Wills, Maggie Barber

The Longparish Fete will be held at the
Longparish Cricket Ground, courtesy of
Longparish Cricket Club and Middleton
Estate, on 7th September 2019,
12 noon to 4pm.

FOLS WINNERS
December
Mr Wiseman £100 (number 40)
Mrs Branfoot £50 (number 14)
Mrs Livingstone £25 ( number 22)

January
Mrs Hanbury-Bateman (92) £20
Mrs L Reynolds (33) £10
Mr Titus-Orelusi (54) £5
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Spectacular, Spectacular - Oh What a
Circus, Oh what a show – Possibly the
Greatest Show on Earth
On Friday 16th November audiences were amazed as the
Longparish Players took to the stage yet again, delivering a
blistering performance of the dastardly Murder Mystery –
Good Deeds, Deadly Deeds. Thanks to the careful Direction
of James Hillier, The Test Valley experienced a quality of
performances at Friday night’s show, that hasn’t been seen
since Winston Churchill gave his ‘Fight on the Beaches for the
Plough…’ speech. An emotional Hillier stated that he couldn’t
believe the dedication to Ham-acting and adlibbing he’d seen
in the build-up to the show. He also acknowledged the divine
efforts of his wife, Donna Hillier (or is that the efforts of his
divine wife!) without whom, none of this would have been
possible.

February 2019

The evening raised over £1,700 for Mityana a small Diocese in
Southern Uganda where the children often have to walk more
than 2 miles to reach their school. Sometimes making the
journey without having had any breakfast, many of them not
even having the £3 per term needed for a daily cup of
porridge.

The cast behind the spectacle - Spellbinding performances.
Georgina Montague made her debut as the one time lady of
ill repute and more recently, do-gooder Helen. Nasty Nig-El,
played by Martin Hulme, was clearly up to no good from the
beginning, womanising, blackmail, threatening violence,
wanton ad-libbing. The accomplished Jonathan Frere was
clearly in his comfort zone as he convincingly convinced us he
was convincing. Though one of the younger cast members,
Nina Smith delivered her lines with aplum (I guess it’s the
Hampshire accent). …And who was the Janitor??
With a disguise bordering on genius Richard Williams carried
the show for what seemed like an eternity. Leaving no stone
unturned, the inspector grilled everyone after coating them in
French sauce and witty one-liners. Whilst we’re not entirely
sure about the ‘tash’ sported by James Whiting, – it didn’t
seem to deter the esteemed Inspector from doing his job!
Well whether you buy-in to the dress sense of the North or
not you can’t deny, despite the bobble hat, that Andy Smith
has a talent for something. Armed only with charisma, a
slightly dodgy accent and a racing pigeon tucked in his shorts
he had the crowds in tears.
Who dunnit ? Andrea Harris came on at the start and wowed
us with her accents and tea making and after much
deliberating and prevaricating around the bush the Inspector
concluded it was Jackie, played by Sandra Jones that did the
deed.
Also the performances given by Poppy Read, Isabella NorthAmigo and Tanwen Hails were nothing short of incroyable.
Equally critical to the success of the night’s performance were
Evie Hillier and Oliver Smallwood who ensured the cast
looked the best they possibly could under expert lighting and
wove a web of cunningly chosen sound effects into the dialog.
But what an evening. Amazing performances all round, food
that fed the brain and kept the grey cells working to solve the
dastardly crime, an abundance of liquid refreshment and
friends with which to enjoy the whole occasion.

Georgina Montague as do-gooder Helen

Martin Hulme, Andrea Harris, Jonathan Frere

Friday Lunch Club 2019
Longparish Village Hall 11.45 -2.00pm
22nd February 2019
29th March 2019 tbc
To book a place and/or transport Tel Christian 720 398
or Andrea 720 457
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meetings Held on
10th December 2018 and
14th January 2019

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or
archived Longparish web-site (longparish.org.uk).

10th December 2018
Phil Harris

The meeting began by reflecting on the life of resident Phil
Harris, who passed away recently. Phil was a conscientious
and hard-working member of the Parish Council from 2005 2015, and more recently managed the allotments. He was
very community minded, working quietly and unobtrusively.
Phil was practical with an eye for detail and could turn his
hand to most things. The Council found his advice,
particularly on planning matters, invaluable and always
carefully considered. If Phil saw something which needed
fixing he would do it. Longparish will be poorer without him.
He will be sadly missed by everyone, and the Parish Council
sends condolences to his family.

Planning

The Council had no objection to:
• Removal of planning condition at Turbine Barn,
Forton;
• Erection of greenhouse at Church Farm House.

Open Spaces & Footpaths

A fallen tree has been cleared from FP17.

Highways

The PC agreed to purchase a Speed Indicator Device as part of
a joint venture with Barton Stacey Parish Council. Suggested
sites for the display of the device have been submitted to
Hampshire County Council for approval.

Longparish Little School

The Chair was very pleased to be asked to officially open the
Forest School facility at Longparish Little School, which
received a PC grant earlier this year.

th
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14 January 2019
Budget & Precept 2019-2020

The Councillors agreed new Budget and Precept figures for
2019/20.

Parish Council Membership & Election 2019

The Parish Council were pleased to welcome a prospective
new Councillor at the meeting. There are still two other
vacancies, and all the current Councillors will participate in
Parish Council Elections on 2 May 2019. Anyone interested in
joining the Parish Council should contact the Clerk for further
information.

Open Spaces & Footpaths

The Playground Working Party has been tasked with devising
a plan for further improvements to the playground, which will
form part of the Parish Plan.

Village Hall car park

An engineering consultant has been out to assess the car park
and has made recommendations as to how the winter
flooding can be prevented.

Next Parish Council Meeting

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 1930 hours on
Monday 11 February in the Village Hall. Parish Council
meetings are public, and parishioners are also welcome to
speak on specific agenda items by prior arrangement with the
Chairman – Christian Dryden (Tel: 720398, or email:
clerk@longparish.org.uk ).

Councillor Recruitment – Your Parish
Needs You!

The PC has 3 vacancies and applications are warmly invited
from anyone in the village who would be interested in being
co-opted to become a Councillor. The Parish Council is the
lowest rung in the ladder of local government and an
important voice for the village. It is also apolitical and keen to
be as representative as possible, so please consider putting
yourself forward as a candidate – it is not an onerous
commitment. If you would like to find out more, please
contact the Parish Clerk or any of the current Councillors.

LONGPARISH PARISH PLAN - Next Steps
Make Longparish the best place to live
Following on from the launch at the fete and the survey in the autumn, it is time to take the next step. The Parish Council and
the Longparish Community Association would like to invite anyone who is interested to explore the key issues and topics
raised in the survey, to a meeting in early February.
The Revision of the Parish Plan is very much to be led and steered by the Longparish community with the help of the LCA and
the Parish Council. If you are not keen or not able to join the working party there will be plenty of opportunities to have your
say at events through the next few months. So keep an eye out for Parish Plan Updates. For further information or to register
your interest

Contact Christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk Tel 01264 720398
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SCHOOL NEWS

LONGPARISH CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
The children and staff of Longparish CE Primary school wish
you all a very happy and healthy New Year.
We hope 2019 bring you all joy and peace. We have started
back at school with great enthusiasm. Our library
refurbishment is going very well indeed. We are so thankful
and grateful for all the new inspirational books that the
community have bought our library. Thank you for your
generosity and kindness. We have a growing selection of
lovely new books and the children are inspired to read once
more. The new blue library shelves look absolutely fantastic.
Thank you to those who supported the Church Christmas
Fayre, as the PCC gave us a money gift specifically for our
library. Thank you very much indeed.
The Early Years play area is our next project; we have planted
springtime bulbs and flowering plants. Our Reflective Garden
(one children suggested we called it our 'Gethsemane
Garden'!) is also developing well. We have planted spring
flowers and bought life-like woodland creatures to help us all
think carefully about nature and how we can do our part to
safeguard the future of our local natural habitats.
School continues to be a wonderful place for the children to
learn, work and grow. Many of them race into school on
these icy mornings . Some ride their bikes and some walk.

LCA Coffee Shop
Friday February 8th
Ignore the damp chill of February and pop along
to our warm village hall to enjoy a cup of
freshly brewed coffee or tea if it is your
preference, biscuits too. Enjoy the
companionship of fellow villagers and passers
by. We are open between 10 and noon. Hope to
see you there.

Our school is a very special place in which to work and I know,
for many community residents, it holds a special place in your
hearts. Thank you for all you do to support the children of our
beautiful village.

LONGPARISH LITTLE SCHOOL
The little people at Longparish Little School had a lovely
Christmas and have come back to school full of energy and
excited for the Spring term.
To start off the year, we had a fire engine visit from
Whitchurch Fire Station, the children absolutely loved seeing
a real fire engine up close and had lots of interesting
questions for the firefighters.
Our Forest School has started again after the Christmas
Holiday.Eevery week the children learn about their natural

environment through play in the outdoors. We are
having an open day on Saturday 16th February 2019
where you can come along to learn more about our
forest school and our lovely school.

We do have spaces available and also offer 30 hours
funding for those parents who are eligible. To find out
more, please phone us on 01264 720455 or
email admin@longparishlittleschool.org.uk

Litter Free Longparish

Join the band of Litter Pickers 9.15am on Coffee
Shop Fridays Meet at the Village Hall, equipment
provided. Coffee afterwards courtesy of the
coffee shop. Next one 8th February 2019
Contact Christian Dryden 720398
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LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race

It was a dull, chilly morning for the 146th race and we
welcomed 4 new runners - David Wilkie, Tom and Pippa
Wake and Pete Hillyard. It was good to have James Rodwell
back with us after a year's absence because of injury. Tom
has his own running website which you can see here
https://tom.run/
First home and our Most Improved Man was Jim Dundas. In
4th place with a new personal best was Elizabeth Brown who
was our Rising Star. Julie Dinkele was the Most Improved
Woman. Special mention also goes to Jake Dinkele who
broke the junior course record with a time of 19:34 for the
five kilometre run. Well done!

Thanks very much to the adults who accompanied juniors, to
Maggie Barber, Tom Wake and Jim Dundas for marshalling,
to Maggie for the flapjack, to Team Smith for doing the signs,
to David Gould for crunching the numbers and to the Cricket
Club for the lovely venue.
Our next race is on Sunday 10th February, starting at the
usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. Everyone is
welcome especially volunteers to help (full training provided).

TUESDAY TALKS
The first talk of the year was a fascinating insight
into the most rewarding job Charles Hunt has had in
his military career, planning and delivering the
Afghan National Security Forces Literacy
Programme. The next talks are:
12 February: In the footsteps of St Thomas Travels in Southern India. We are delighted to
welcome Terry and Ruth Hemming back to
Longparish, when they will give us an account
of their most recent journey.
• 12 March: Jeremy Barber on his jaunt to the
Galapagos
Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and
finish about 8.45pm. Doors open at 7pm. Admission
is free but donations are welcome to offset the cost
of hiring the Hall and support LCA activities. There is
a cash bar.
•
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FILM NIGHTS

Longparish Village Hall
________________________________
_____

Monday, 18th February

The Children Act

Doors and bar open at 7.15pm
Free entry for LCA members
Join on the nights for just £1
Donations welcomed
LONGPARISH GARDENING
CLUB TUESDAY,
26TH FEBRUARY, 2019 7pm
Longparish Village Hall, SP11
6PB
Patricia Elkington
Speaking on “Natural and Not Wild”
Patricia Elkington has been to talk to the Gardening Club before
and she is a wonderful speaker. This time she will be speaking
about her garden, Little Court, Crawley which the Club has
visited and her talk is entitled “Natural and Not Wild!”
We will still be enrolling and re-enrolling for the Longparish
Gardening Club and everyone is welcome to join the club if you
live within our Parishes of Longparish, Hurstbourne Priors, St.
Marybourne and Woodcott.
Membership Fee for the year remains the same i.e. £20 single
membership and £35. Joint membership. We meet on the
4th Tuesday in the month for evening talks in the Winter and
Garden Visits in the Summer months.
Any queries please to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325
or rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
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Phil Harris 19/10/50 – 23/11/18
Phil was born in Fair Oak, the youngest
of four brothers. His parents, Bill and
Vera, had left school to start work at
twelve and fourteen so education was
very important to them and they were
determined that their sons would have
the chance to do well in life. Phil developed his love of the
countryside as a child, playing in the woods and going on exciting
mountain and canoe trips with the scouts.
He left home at sixteen for an apprenticeship with the Royal
Aircraft Establishment, working on Concorde. He then went to
Geneva to work at Cern in the design team for the first hadron
collider. He and Sarah met and Patrick was born there. They had
a one bedroom flat in France with a beautiful view of the Alps and
cardboard boxes for furniture. As products of the NHS they didn’t
think about medical insurance, so Patrick’s birth cost 360 swiss
francs, leaving very little in the bank. When the contract with Cern
ended they moved to the Andover area, living in Chilbolton where
they spent six happy years and Rachel and Jennifer were born.
They moved to Longparish in 1983.
Phil was working with underwater sensors. He had many
interesting experiences, including spending a month in the Indian
Ocean searching for the black box of a Japanese airways plane
which had gone down. This was a bittersweet experience as they
flew out with crew members who had lost good friends, and saw
wreaths which relatives of the passengers floated in the sea.
Another time he and his colleague were picked up at night by navy
divers in a dingy, using them for a practice undercover landing.
Recently he spent time working on submarines at Plymouth. He
was a founder member of Scientific Management International
which has progressed from small beginnings to being a successful
company.
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Phil loved living in Longparish and was involved in the life of the
village. He was on the Parish Council for nine years, on the planning
committee, clearing the footpaths, and also involved in the affordable
housing scheme. He was always willing to take part and had strong
principles and convictions - a fellow councillor told me that Phil
brought passion to the Parish Council! He organised the delivery of
the Longparish Hill & Valley for nine years and had his own round. He
took over the management of the allotments three years ago and
spent many hours strimming and mowing, helping holders and writing
an allotment newsletter. He even put up Christmas lights!
He believed strongly in personal freedom and encouraged his family
to be independent and to follow their dreams. He shared his love of
the outdoors with the family, especially on holidays in the Scottish
Highlands where he showed them the beauty and dangers of the
mountains in many memorable hill walks in all weathers. He went off
on a solo bike holiday each summer with his one man tent, camping
each night near a welcoming pub. His trip to Brittany coincided with
Bastille Day so he happily joined in the village celebrations.
Phil was often seen around the village with Bertie the Labrador, on
their way to the allotments or the Cricketers. He was always happy to
help out friends and neighbours in practical ways and without any
fuss. He was principled and caring and disliked any form of social
injustice. But he would be the first to admit that he was far from
perfect, he suffered from seasonal affective disorder, he tried and
failed many times to cut down his smoking and eventually changed to
a vape, he seldom admitted it but he knew that he drank more than
was good for him.
Phil was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer at the end of June. He was
philosophical and positive, keeping his sense of humour and carrying
on with his various projects. He was very proud of his three children,
their partners, and five grandchildren and he is deeply loved and
missed by them all.
Sarah and the family would like to thank everyone for their kind
words, support and offers of help during Phil’s illness and after his
death. It is comforting to be part of such a caring community.

LCA MEMBERSHIP
Calling all LCA members! The start of a New Year means that membership of the
LCA is due for renewal. An annual subscription still costs only £1 per person and will last until
31st December 2019. Forms are on the back of this month’s Longparish Diary insert.
Membership forms can be dropped off with Andrew Marshall at Autumn Cottage or left at the village shop (Acre Stores).If you
prefer to keep the events diary you can print the form here: www.longparish.org.uk/lca/lca-legal/joining.html . Applications
from new residents are very welcome. The LCA acts as an umbrella organisation, offering support for people wanting to start a
group or activity in the village and for existing village organisations and affiliated groups.We can provide banking facilities, startup loans, grants for equipment, cash flow support, and public liability insurance. For details, please contact the LCA Chair, Andy
Jolliffe, or speak to any of the current committee members.As a member of LCA, or an Affiliate club, you can also borrow
from a range equipment held by LCA. Most items are free, although we ask for donations for some of the larger items to help
maintain them. www.longparish.org.uk/lca/equipment.html

PINTS OF VIEW
3rd Wednesday of the month.
Going forward we plan to meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
Join us on 20th February for an informal discussion over a pint or two. 8.00pm
at the Cricketers Inn
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