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REMEMBRANCE
100 ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMISTICE
TH

On 9th and 10th November two remarkable concerts took
place in St Nicholas Longparish and All Hallows Whitchurch to
mark this momentous anniversary.

Under the direction of Robin Smallwood, Cathy Yelf
(Longparish Choir) and Stephen Preece (All Hallows Choir)
some 52 singers with a few from outside Longparish and
Whitchurch, 10 musicians, and 4 readers performed a
memorable programme of readings, film (compiled by Henry
Yelf) and music. Padre Mark Christian’s words about his
personal experience of post traumatic stress disorder
reminded us that the legacy of wars remains ever present, if
sometimes hidden.

The concert opened with the powerful first piece from Karl
Jenkins’ ‘The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace’, interspersed
with readings and the contrast of pieces played by a string
quartet of the musicians. There followed a superb
performance by an ensemble of some of the choir members
of ‘There is an old belief’ by C Hubert Parry and a heartrending solo by Susie Urquhart of Henry Purcell’s ‘When I am
laid in earth’, reducing some to tears.

The choirs and musicians at All Hallows church Whitchurch

The second half contained more pieces from The Armed Man,
finishing with Robin Smallwood’s impassioned composition
‘For the Fallen’ (written for the Longparish Choir), ‘Jerusalem’
and the National Anthem, the latter two completely drowning
out the organ!
An astonishing £4,148.98 was raised to be divided equally
between Combat Stress and the Mityana Project.
It is so hard to remember that the participants are basically
singers and musicians from two rural places. As someone
commented “Just SO SPECIAL to be able to sit and enjoy
spectacular music and singing this evening under such superb
direction and arrangement. Hugely appreciated by us and all
we spoke to. We are so fortunate to be able to enjoy such a
fantastic standard of music on our doorstep” and another
commented “That was an amazing choir performance, I got a
bit emotional, what a beautiful tribute to the lost soldiers.
Thank you”.
In a short space it is impossible to do justice to what was
achieved, aided by so very many more behind the scenes. All
involved in the performances will never forget the experience
which derived from the inspirational concept and direction of
Robin Smallwood and the masterful execution by the choirs
and performers.

Commemoration at Longparish war memorial

A walk in Longparish by Russ Elton – a poem submitted by Diana Ellison
Walking in our village is really such a treat
There are lots of geese, seagulls and ducks to be seen
There are lots of different animals you can see and meet But it’s the families of swans that are the most serene.
On the pathways through Harewood you often see deer Then there’s sheep, cows, horses and donkeys too
You can always see fish in the Test that’s so clear.
Walking through Longparish is like visiting a zoo.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Longparish
Little School

The little people at Longparish Little School have been very busy this
half term.
We started off with a visit to Hillier Gardens in Romsey. We all had a
fantastic day. We went pond dipping and found lots of creatures
including a newt. We found lots of different coloured autumn leaves
and made pictures with our treasures.
We had an amazing afternoon at our annual fantastic Pumpkin
Competition. An incredible variety of deliciously decorated pumpkins
were on show. There were lots of yummy cakes, treats, fancy dress
and games for everyone to get involved with. Thank you so much to
everyone that came along and supported us on the day.
Our new Forest School is well and truly in full swing. Every week the
children learn about their natural environment through play in the
outdoors. So far this term we have made conker snakes, wooden
medallions and stick men, as well as eating bananas cooked on a fire
we collected sticks for.
We do have spaces available from January and will offer the 30 hours
funding for those parents who are eligible. To find out more, please
phone us on 01264 720455 or
email admin@longparishlittleschool.org.uk

Fundraising for Longparish Little School
How can you help Longparish Little School raise funds for our
fantastic new Forest School?

Quiz Night
Get your thinking caps on for our Christmas quiz night on
Wednesday 12th December to be held in Longparish Village Hall at
7.30pm, tickets are £5 per person. For more information or to book
a team please email fundraising@longparishlittleschool.org.uk or
contact Little School.
Easy Fundraising scheme:
Doing your Christmas shopping online? Help us raise money by
clicking through from our Easy Fundraising page. You'll raise a free
donation for Longparish Little School every time. It's that easy! Sign
up at
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/longparishlittleschool

ABEL & COLE GOOD FOOD FUND
We've teamed up with Abel & Cole to help us raise money. For
every new customer that signs up to their organic veg box
scheme, Abel & Cole will donate to Longparish Little School.
For your first delivery, Little School will receive a £20 donation.
We will receive £5 each for your third and fifth deliveries, and
thereafter £1 per delivery. All you need to do is:
1. Visit abelandcole.co.uk and sign up as a customer.
2. Under 'how did you hear about us?' select 'Good Food Fund'.
3. In the field that pops up put 'Longparish Little School'.
And enjoy your veg box!
Textile bin.
Decluttering? Raise money for Longparish Little School by putting
your unwanted textiles in the donation bin behind Longparish
Village Hall. Old clothes, shoes, hats, belts, bags, soft toys, bed
sheets and curtains can be accepted.

Longparish Primary School
We have had a very eventful term so far at Longparish CE Primary
school. The children have been learning of the Two World Wars.
We took time to remember the War dead and we said prayers and
learned why we wear poppies during November. I believe it’s very
important for our children to learn of Armistice Day and the great
sacrifice made by so many for our freedom and our county. The
children had plenty of stories to tell us and we learned that many
of our family members fought and died in the Worlds Wars.
Children are so perceptive and love to learn about family and all
that happened. We made a huge Poppy and we have written
prayers for the service men and women today who keep peace
around the world. We held a lovely service that many parents also
attended.
Our children also love visiting the Hawk Conservancy and
Winchester Cathedral. They have also loved the autumn time. We
have planted bulbs in our Spiritual Garden and we have planted
donated plants to swell our collection of beautiful flowers.
We will hold a St Nicholas day service in St Nicholas Church when
we will choose and crown our own school bishop.
We have participated in Hockey and Rugby Tournaments and have
done very well. We have all the usual exciting Christmas activities
planned, a Nativity Production and a Carol Concert. Please do join
us if you can. We would love to see you.
Longparish CE Primary School Children, Staff and Governors wish
you all a wonderful Advent time and Christmas with family and
friends.
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meeting Held on
12th November 2018
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current
or archived Longparish web-site (www.longparish.org.uk).

Planning

Dec 2018 Jan 2019

Footpaths around Longparish
Longparish benefits from many footpaths, and public
rights of way, some of which cross private land. Here
are some links to useful information about our local
walks, and guidance for users and owners of footpaths,
so that we can all enjoy these footpaths for many years
to come.

The Council had no objection to:
• Loft conversion at 1 Park View Cottages.
• Internal & external repairs and alterations, and
alterations to garage to form accommodation at
Kingfisher Cottage, Forton, with the condition that
adequate parking is maintained.

Other planning matters
Pending further information to be gathered by the parish
plan survey, the PC has agreed to review the current
Village Design Statement in the near future.

Council Vacancy
Thanks were extended to Keith Saunders following his
resignation. Keith has been a Councillor for over two
years, and his contribution during that time is greatly
appreciated. The PC now has three vacancies (see below).

Open Spaces & Footpaths
Another successful Clean-Up Day took place on 3rd
November. Many thanks to all the volunteers who came
out to help, and to Middleton Estate, Richard MacAllister,
and Raymond Brown for their support.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 19.30
hours on Monday 10 December in the Village Hall. Parish
Council meetings are public, and parishioners are also
welcome to speak on specific agenda items by prior
arrangement with the Chairman – Christian Dryden (Tel:
720398, or email: clerk@longparish.org.uk).

Councillor Recruitment – Your Parish
Needs You!
The PC has 3 vacancies and applications are warmly
invited from anyone in the village who would be
interested in being co-opted to become a Councillor. The
Parish Council is the lowest rung in the ladder of local
government and an important voice for the village. It is
also apolitical and keen to be as representative as
possible, so please consider putting yourself forward as a
candidate – it is not an onerous commitment. If you
would like to find out more, please contact the Parish
Clerk or any of the current Councillors.

Information about footpaths in
Longparish
http://www.longparish.org.uk/about-longparish/localwalks.html

For landowners with footpaths:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-rights-of-waylandowner-responsibilities
http://www.environmentlaw.org.uk/rte.asp?id=207

For footpath users:
Dos and Don’ts of Public Rights of Way
http://www.environmentlaw.org.uk/rte.asp?id=207
Reporting a problem on a footpath
http://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rig
htsofway/reportaproblem?fbclid=IwAR1DrK8F_lOx93AXuko
ctosXtg_QH66sJDAosMzpsed28a5SuK3Z3P6OlYM
Telephone number for reporting problems: 0300 555 1375

Dog Walking Code
https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryside/dogwalking
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RING-NECKED PARAKEET
OCCASIONAL VISITOR TO THE VILLAGE
By Chris Bowman, our nature correspondent
I thought I would tell you about this bird as it can be spotted
in the village from time to time. Parakeets have been popular
as a caged bird since Victorian times but escapees or possibly
deliberately released, they are thriving in our cold winters.
They are common in London and the southeast, with 8,600
pairs recorded this year. But
they can be destructive and
noisy. The ring-necked
parakeet is a large green bird
with a long tail a black ring
around its neck and a red beak.
Ring-necked parakeets are
hole nesters often using the
old nest of a woodpecker or a
large nest box or in a
roof. Very little nest
material is used. Egg
laying starts as early
as January and
through to June with
only one clutch of 24 oval, white eggs.
These are incubated
for 22-24 days and
fledging takes place
after 40-50 days. Their
food consists of fruit,
berries, nuts, seeds,
grain and house hold
scraps. They come
readily to the bird
table but will frighten
the other birds away.

FILM NIGHTS
Longparish Village Hall

Monday 17th December

Greatest Showman

Monday 21st January

Leave No Trace

As this is the last edition before Christmas I wish you a very
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Chris

Fols 100 Club Winners
The following won in October:Mrs C Dryden ( 6) £20
Mr S Troughton (47) £10
Mr and Mrs Wrey (66) £5

Doors and bar open at 7:15pm.
Film Starts 7:45pm sharp
Free entry to LCA members
Join on the night for just £1
Donations welcomed
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LCA Boxing Day Entertainment
The Great Longparish Santa Dash and the Mummers Play
return this Boxing Day. Meet at the School for the Dash and
at The Cricketers for the Mummers Play.
Please come on foot if possible.

The Santa Dash starts at 11am at the school. Santas of
all ages, shapes, species and sizes will
be dashing (at varying speeds!) to The
Cricketers where drinks and a bowl of
chilli awaits. Get those thinking heads
on for those great costumes. Let’s
make this the best Dash ever!
There will be prizes for the best
dressed Santas (or elves or puddings,
or anything Christmas) and for the
best dressed pet. The Cricketers are
supplying a bowl of chilli, rice and
salad for £5 so why not make a
lunch of it as well.
Any queries contact Carol
07713439052.

Longparish Mummers will
continue the Boxing Day
entertainment with their 20minute traditional folk play in The
Cricketers car park at 11.30am.
There are wonderful costumes and lots of action with a great
battle between King George and the Yorkish Knight.
There will be a collection in aid of Mityana and the Andover
Food Bank.

Dec 2018 Jan 2019

Tuesday Talks
In November Gordon Leask regaled us with his
entertaining recollections of a military musician. The
next talks are:
• 11 December: Life on the Farm - Richard
McAllister manages the farming for Middleton
Estate which includes much of the farmland
and woodland in Longparish. As well as telling
us about the farm Richard will mention the
sporting and forestry activities which are an
essential part of the estate. Not to be missed!
• 8 January: The Afghan National Security Forces
Literacy Programme - The most rewarding job
I've ever had. Charles Hunt, who is a serving
soldier and a member of St Nicholas’
congregation, will talk about ‘the most
rewarding job I’ve ever had’
• 12 February: In the footsteps of St Thomas Travels in Southern India – Terry and Ruth
Hemming return to Longparish to give us an
account of their most recent journey
• 12 March: speaker to be confirmed
Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and
finish about 8.45pm. Doors open at 7pm. Admission is
free but donations are welcome to offset the cost of
heating the Hall. There is a cash bar.

LOST KEYS
A set of 4 keys (3 large and 1 padlock) on a rather flimsy
ring was lost on 9 November, probably on a footpath. If
found, please contact the Longparish Editor to arrange
return to the owner.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
There will be no meeting of the Longparish
Gardening Club in December but we wish everyone a VERY
HAPPY CHRISTMAS and hope to see many of you for our first
meeting on 2019 on
TUESDAY, 22ND JANUARY
Nick Gilbert of Gilberts Nursery, Nr. Romsey will be speaking
on “DAHLIAS” 7.00pm in the Village Hall
At his nursery, Nick grows over 300 varieties of Dahlias in a
dedicated 1.5 acre field.
We will also be re-enrolling for 2019.
New members welcome from within our combined Parishes.
We have speakers during the Winter and visit some lovely
gardens and places during the Summer months.
Any queries please to
Rosie Lowry 01264720325 rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
Or Marion Bell 01264720205

The Cricketers
There have been some
rumours floating around on
social media and by word of
mouth about The Cricketers.
The tenancy of the pub
is not up for offers. Ian and
Lorraine are very much in
business for the village and
look forward to your
continued support.
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Living in a Village
by courtesy of Paul Grover and the Daily Telegraph
In towns and cities, people value privacy; they have to,
believers, but notice the definite article. (I didn’t write
in order to survive the stress of living cheek by jowl with ‘go to church’) Congregations can often be counted on
so many other members of the human race. Don’t
the fingers of one hand (we had 14 at the little church in
expect to find it in a village. In Northamptonshire, where Cumbria that I attended on Sunday – a bumper turn
we had a cottage for some years, next to a medieval
out.)
cross and the village pub, we might as well have lived on
But the building itself remains an inescapable focus,
a stage.
whatever the state of village faith. Rotas are what keep
But our memories are overwhelmingly of the warmth
it going – for flowers, bell ringing, opening to visitors,
and kindness with which we were welcomed into the
tending the churchyard – not to mention the committee
community. It wasn’t that we exactly fitted in, more that to raise money for the roof. You won’t be turned away.
our peculiarities (we came from London, after all) came
4. Get an animal
to be overlooked.
From this experience, I have distilled seven golden rules
for people wanting to get the best out of village life.
1. Acquire some children
This won’t be possible for everyone, I accept, but the
advice is not entirely facetious. Children provide grownups with an instant social network. Adult friendships
blossom at the school gate, beside the sports pitch and
through the need to organise play dates and sleep overs.
While folk of retirement age often dream of moving to a
pretty part of the country – even abroad – they’re apt to
forget that it will be much more difficult for them to find
a common interest with their neighbours than for a
mum or dad. This underlines the importance of my
second rule, which is:

Traditional country life revolves around animals. Dogs
and horses have to be fed and trained, chickens
protected from the fox. Animals make holidays difficult,
but generate all manner of social interactions, including
those of the local hunt. Your animal will not only provide
companionship of itself but introduce you to other dog-,
horse- or chicken-minded humans.
5. Volunteer
Towns have organised services; the countryside thrives
on self-help. Villagers help each other out, giving lifts
when needed, or picking up prescriptions for the old.
Youth charities and wildlife trusts constantly need
volunteers; so do parish councils that want to keep the
village spick and span. Feel warm about yourself, while
making friends.

2. Join in

6. Discover your green fingers

During the daytime, the modern village can become
eerily morgue-like, as the working age population
pursues its careers elsewhere. In the evening, though, it
sometimes buzzes with activity. Consult the village
noticeboard. Yoga classes, theatrical productions,
fireworks nights, cricket matches, tennis tournaments,
bowls clubs... During the summer, not a weekend will go
by without there being a village fete, scarecrow festival,
flower show or steam rally somewhere within a few
miles of where you live. Every event needs its willing
helpers.

Gardening is Britain’s unofficial religion – an obsession
to some devotees. Don’t be put off by the allknowingness of certain enthusiasts. They’ll be only too
pleased to answer the questions of the neophyte.
Gardeners are lovely people, in the main.

3. Go to the church
This may sound like an impossible injunction for non-

7. Count your blessings
England, along with some other parts of the UK, is small
and crowded. We’re lucky to have so many well-loved
villages and such unspoilt countryside to delight us. But
a centre of population (compared, say, to France, let
alone the United States) is never very distant. Rejoice in
what’s around you – remembering that escape is readily
at hand, if needs be.

Happy Christmas Everyone
Next edition of Hill and Valley 1st Feb 2019
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