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Burke and Hare – One Performance Only
Following the success of One Million Tiny Plays and
Nesting, LCA and the Village Hall are bringing the
Watermill Theatre back to Longparish with Burke and
Hare.

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month Handicap Race
First a plea. David Gould is planning to move from
Longparish, so he is retiring after more than 10 years of
doing the race signs. Thanks David and also Fiona for
all you have done to make the race a success. We need
the signs to be able to race safely so we need a
volunteer to replace David. It takes about half an hour to
put them out and a bit less to collect them afterwards.
Ideally we need someone to do the job regularly but we
could manage with a rota. If you can help please contact
Jeremy on 720459.

1828, Edinburgh. Two Williams, William Burke and
William Hare, discover a money making scheme far more
lucrative than hosting lodgers. The first rule of business?
Supply and demand. In the leading city for medical
research, there’s a huge demand for bodies and an
inconveniently low number of deaths. The profitable
solution? Murder, of course.
As the infamous pair flourish in their newfound careers,
the more they murder, the less they care but for how long
will they get away with it? In a new black comedy that is
as hysterical as it is historical, three actors tell the true
story of the prolific duo.

We had 21 runners for the March race on a dull morning.
First home and leader from start to finish was Wendy
Beveridge who won the cup for Most Improved Woman
for the 15th time. Wendy is a steady runner and does
the 5km (3.1 miles) course in around 36 minutes so her
success shows that you don't have to be super fast to be
a winner. That's the joy of a handicap race.
David Gould, making a comeback after a long period of
injury, was our Most Improved Man. Our Rising Star was
Lulu Hibbert. Credit also goes to her brother, Arthur, who
sacrificed his chance of winning and paced his sister to
her success. Well done both.
Amanda Whatley and Paul Fielding both recorded their
best ever times. Paul beat the elusive 24-minute barrier
by one second after running to the start from Whitchurch
Station. He then set off to run to Basingstoke.
Impressive or what?
Thanks very
much to Maggie
Barber and
Abigail Bryan for
marshalling, to
Victoria Blewitt,
the Knipes and
Jim Dundas for
delicious cakes,
to David and
Fiona Gould for
doing the signs
and crunching
the numbers and
to the Cricket
Club for the
lovely venue.
Our next race is
on Sunday 8th April starting at the usual time of 10am
at the Cricket Ground. Everyone is welcome especially
volunteers to help (full training provided). If you'd like to
run it is a handicap race so people of all abilities have a
chance to win.

Burke and Hare comes to Longparish Village Hall on
Friday 18th May. The play is the same as at the
Watermill, the cast is the same but there is no need to go
to Newbury to enjoy this entertaining stage show. The
Watermill are bringing high-quality professional theatre to
our doorstep!. It's a no brainer really!
Tickets are £12 (£10 for LCA members). You can book
online here https://tinyurl.com/LCA-Theatre
If you aren't able to do online
booking please call our Box Office
on 01264 720459.
The show is suitable for children
over 12 and we will do a special
price of £6 each.
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LCA FILM NIGHT
Longparish Village
Hall
PADDINGTON 2
Monday 16th April
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LCA Coffee Shop
Friday 13th April
10am-noon
The LCA Coffee Shop in the
village hall is open on the
second Friday of the month.

Doors and bar open at 7.15pm.
Film Starts 7.45pm sharp
Free entry to LCA members - join on the night
for just £1

**Everyone Welcome**

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
Tuesday, 24th April at 7pm

Village Micro Library
Coming Soon

Village Hall
Marcus Dancer

Work has started on converting
the old, and now
decommissioned BT call box on North Acre. It will
soon be ready to house one of the village
defibrillators, as well as a micro lending library.

“New and Exciting Plants for your Garden”
Marcus Dancer who has been before to speak to
us, specialises in Clematis but this time is speaking
about new and exciting plants and will be bringing
some herbaceous plants, shrubs and a few climbing
plants to sell.

LCA Midsummer Fun
Day
Saturday 23rd June

Longparish Gardening Club members Free
(Visitors very welcome £5.00)
Any queries to Rosie Lowry
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com or 01264 720325
or Marion Bell 01264 720205

Plans are coming together for this biennial day of
fun-filled activities for all ages in Longparish.
Volunteers are needed to help run some of the
activities being planned - if you can help out for an
hour or so on the day then please contact Andy
Jolliffe 720207.

KEEP UP TO DATE
As well as reading about LCA
events in Hill and Valley, you
can also keep up to date with
what’s going on by joining
LCA’s active group on
FaceBook.

Cycling Club
Are you interested in Cycling but get fed up of going on
your own or worried about joining a Cycling club? I’m
thinking of setting up a group in Longparish, on a
Wednesday eve or weekend, for those that find the Bike
Cycling clubs a tad daunting. Gentle speed 12 -15 mph
starting with about 18/20 miles building up. Road bikes
preferably.
If interested text me Carol Dunford 07713439052 or
email Caroldunford@hotmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Longparish

Wherwell History Group

Colonel Peter Hawker of Longparish
Illustrated Talk by John Bishop
Friday 20th April at 8pm at Wherwell Village Hall
£3 entrance for non-members
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH

This month, FoLS are busy planning for our biggest
fundraiser of the year – the May Fayre that is taking
place on Saturday 12th May between 12noon – 3pm.
See further details on the rear of the diary dates flyer.
We appreciate everyone’s support and help in making
the event a great success. We will need:

Teddy bears – this year we are running a teddy
bear tombola so are looking for pre-loved or new
teddies to be donated.



Cakes for the cake stall.



Raffle prizes – could you or the company you work
for donate something for the raffle?



Bottles of alcohol or soft drinks for the bottle stall.
If you live in the village, we will call at houses to
collect bottles.



Toys, Books, Bric a Brac, Home made crafts.

Please bring any donations to school from Tuesday 8th
May or by 9.30am on the morning of the day. If you
are unable to drop things off at the school, please
contact either Penny Billingham on 720226 or Laura
Harding on 720298 and we can arrange collection.
Sylvia Crook will be running the plant stall again. If you
are sowing seeds, be it flowers or vegetables, or lifting
and dividing plants, any spare plants you could donate
will be greatly appreciated. Please contact Sylvia
Crook on 720792.
If you have your own business and would like to set up a
stall on the day, this can also be arranged. Please
contact Andrea Williams on 720845 for more details.
Thank you for your support and we look forward to
seeing you at the May Fayre. Bring your friends and
family for a great afternoon of family fun!

FoLS 100 Club Winners
Jeremy LLoyd £20
Angus Dawson £10
Laura Reynolds £5

Pints of View!
Relaxed discussion over a pint or
two… at the Cricketers from 8pm.
Wednesday 11th April: Should we
have collective guilt about the
British Empire?

AN EARLY SPRING WALK
Starting from home, with Corinne and the dog, we
turn right down the back path. There’s nothing on
Chris’ feeders at the bottom; the usual house
sparrows are quiet. Two collared doves and a
woodpigeon are sat on the wires. We turn left then
right into Newton field across to the back of
Longparish House.
A cormorant flies by and a sparrow hawk is being
mobbed by a crow. I’m looking at the top of the
trees for a bird then four
fly overhead, then
another three. Then I see
some more sitting in a
tree; they are hawfinchs.
That’s a new tick for the
village. Back on to the
road I have a look at
Rosie’s feeders; goldfinch, greenfinch, blue tit and a
great tit are all in attendance. Moving on, in the
grass field on the left, are some rooks and at the
sheep field a few jackdaws - a buzzard circles
overhead. A pied wagtail is sitting on the roof
of Home Farm Cottage and by Mary Jo’s house a
flock of redwings fly from the trees.
Turning right into the Cleeves I spot three greylag
geese on the riverbank and a couple of blackbirds
foraging in the leaves. Carrying on to the river we
sight a gadwall, a swan and a moorhen. Turning
right two red kites are scouring the fields for
something to eat and there is a chaffinch and four
fieldfares in an ash tree. Just before the farm two
dunnocks are in the hedge. The sad thing was we
saw over twenty frogs and toads had been run over
on the road. On we go, I can hear a nuthatch
calling. It takes me a while, but I soon find it
climbing up a tree. At the lake I spot a pair of
swans, mallard, coot and a little grebe and in the
field on the left, a pair of red-legged partridge.
Turning right, over Pig Bridge, there are only a
couple of mallards. A little robin is sitting on the
fence singing and a great-spotted woodpecker is
drumming on the side of a tree. At the fishing lake
are great black-backed gulls, lesser black-backed
gulls, herring gulls, gadwall, tufted duck and a
Canada goose. Turning right onto the bridge
another pair of swans, a little grebe and a couple of
long-tailed tits flying back and forth across the river
catching insects. On we go, a pair of carrion crows
fly over and a raven is strutting around the cricket
pitch. Turning right nothing at all in the pony
paddock, so on we go spotting more blackbirds and
a collared dove, and then back to the Acre and
home. I hope you enjoyed our walk we saw 40
different birds including a new bird for the village,
thanks to Dave Piper for the picture. Chris Bowman

Wednesday 9th May: TBC
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Monday 9th April at 7.00pm

St Nicholas, Longparish
Please come and support your parish church at
the annual meeting on Monday 9th April in St
Nicholas Church at 7.00pm.
There will be reports on annual accounts to
December 2017 and church activities during
2017, the election of Churchwardens and PCC
(Parochial Church Council) members and
refreshments.
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THE VITACRESS CHARITABLE FUND
The Vitacress Fund provides money for local projects
that benefit the community within which Vitacress
operates. It covers St Mary Bourne, Hurstbourne Priors
and Longparish.
Over the years it has contributed to a variety of
different projects and organisations including the St Mary
Bourne village shop; St Mary Bourne and Longparish
Schools; toddler groups, playgroups and village halls. It
has also helped to fund equipment for local fetes, fayres
and concerts as well as sports, youth and other local
community clubs.
If you are currently raising funds for a specific project
for your local community group or organisation please
ask for an application form from your local
representative:

All are welcome to attend. If you are not a
regular churchgoer, but are interested in your
village church, please do come…

St Mary Bourne - Sandra Grunsell 07788 448890 or
01264 738167
Hurstbourne Priors - Jim Vyse 07970 533764
Longparish - Alison Cooper 01264 720324 or 07759
540992

Jane Young PCC Secretary

Longparish Little School

Thanksgiving Eucharist
The Reverend Craig Marshall extends a
warm welcome to all to a thanksgiving
Eucharist for the life and ministry of Canon
Michael St John-Channell and the Dedication
of the Lady Chapel at St Nicholas' Church,
Longparish, on Sunday 8th April at 6pm.
The Celebrant will be the Right Reverend Tim
Dakin, Bishop of Winchester and the Preacher,
the Right Reverend Tony Robinson, Bishop of
Wakefield.
Winchester Cathedral Chamber Choir will provide
music directed by Martin Neary.

With springtime just around the corner, the months
certainly have been whizzing by at Longparish Little
School. The children are already enjoying the lighter
evenings and milder weather – having said that they did
particularly enjoy ‘the beast from the east’! While many of
us struggled with the disruption this caused, the children
shared some wonderful photos with us. They were
having a fabulous time playing in the snow with their
friends and families.
Over the last few weeks we have continued to explore
our ‘jobs’ project. Our parents have clearly seen the
learning benefits of this, because we were inundated with
more visitors! More recently we have learned about being
a midwife and a farmer. We would like to thank Richard
from Middleton Farm for telling us what they grow and
letting us sit in the tractor. This project has really
inspired the children and the demand in our ‘role play’
area has been through the roof!! Just this week they
have opened their own book shop, put out fires and
written wedding invitations (time to buy a new hat!)

During the service the Bishop of Winchester will
consecrate the Lady Chapel, an altar and
candlesticks given in memory of Michael by his
many friends and an Icon of Mary the Mother of
God, Tenderness, kindly donated by the Reverend
Terry and Mrs Ruth Hemming.
The altar was handmade by contemporary
craftsman John Macfarlan and the candlesticks by
the renowned British studio potter, Walter Keeler.
The Icon was written in the Byzantine style by
Sister Gabriela of the Monastery of St John the
Baptist, Tolleshunt.
After the service, refreshments will be served in
the Community Hall.
All are welcome.

Georgie Leask

March has also been a busy month for a number of other
reasons. Firstly, the children did a great job of preparing
and baking cakes to host their Mother’s Day tea party,
which was a huge success. They handed out some
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lovely gifts and enjoyed telling the special people in their
lives, why they love them so much.
Secondly, we are getting ready for the nicer weather. The
committee members joined our staff team for a big tidy
day where we filled a whole skip with rubbish! The
children also did their part by helping to set some new
areas up. They have been filling up our new bird feeders
and we have seen lots of birds in our garden. We have
also turned on our TV so that we can watch our bird box
for any new arrivals.
There were lots of new arrivals when we recently visited
Appleshaw Farm to see some lambs being born. The
children were lucky and got to bottle-feed some of the
lambs, which they all enjoyed tremendously.

There’s even more coming up!
Sunday 22nd April @ 10am – Our Sponsored Nature
walk
We will meet at Little School and from there we will walk
approx. 1 mile through the beautiful Longparish
countryside. At the end of the walk there will be teas,
cakes and a prize for the most money raised. A sponsor
form can be collected from Little School.
We are also looking forward to attending the following
events, so please come along and show your support.
You will see us hosting some great stalls and activities
for the children at:
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our strapline and have also been busy working on
continual evaluation and improvement of teaching as we
strive for the highest possible standards.
In addition to the usual activities in school, we have had
quite an eventful term with both our heating system and
the snow. I should like to thank parents, carers and our
community for supporting us through our partial and full
closures.
The term has been significant to us as we appointed a
new Deputy Headteacher who will join us in June.
Without exception, the candidates commented on how
impressed they were with the school, its students and the
community. I cannot thank parents enough for their
support in achieving this. The successful candidate, Erin
Sudds, is an experienced Senior Leader who I am
confident is going to be a tremendous asset to TCS.
The Spring term was packed with trips, visits and a huge
array of sporting fixtures as always. We have had
theatre visits, a Year 8 Mosque visit, drama and dance
performances, ‘Girls in Engineering Challenge Day’ at
AWE and an exciting national science competition called
‘Race for the Line’ involving all Year 7 students to name
but a few. Staff at the venues and sometimes members
of the public have specifically mentioned the exceptional
conduct of our students.

Hurstbourne Priors Village Fete – Monday 7th
May (Bank Holiday)
Longparish May Fayre – Saturday 12th May
St Mary Bourne Fete – Saturday 19th May

As a reminder, we have a clothes-recycling bin around
the back of the village hall. Please support our
fundraising efforts by placing any unwanted clothing
items in here.
If you think your child would like to join us at the Little
School, we do have places available from September.
To learn more about Longparish Little School, or have an
informal tour around, please contact Claire Nash (Little
School Manager) on 01264 720455 or
Claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk
Thank you again to our wonderful parents and their
friends/family, and to our local community for all of the
support for Longparish Little School.

NEWS FROM
TESTBOURNE
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL
Achievement|Excellence|Integrity
A Happy Easter to all of our parents, students and the
Whitchurch Community!
This has been another significant term for the school and
its wider community. We remain focused on the ideals of

Some of my favourite events at school are those where I
get to speak to our parents and carers. Our options
evening was highly successful and extremely well
attended and our parents’ evenings have followed suit.
We evaluate every event in school, starting with a range
of questions that ascertain parental perception. Recent
highlights have been that 96% of parents across four
year groups feel that their child is happy at school; 98%
state that their child feels safe at school; 95% say that
their child makes good progress and is taught well and
96% believe their child is well looked after. Like all
organisations, we are aware that we have some areas to
improve and we strive to do so. Our aim, after all, is no
less than Excellence.
If you would like to know more about our wonderful
school, please contact us on 01256 892061 or you can
email admin.office@testbourne.hants.sch.uk. You may
be interested in reading our TCS Tribune newsletter for
more information about our activities last term. Please
do not hesitate to ask if you would like a copy.
Please accept my best wishes for all members of our
community.
Mr J Beck, Headteacher
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Council Meeting Held on
12th March
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or
archived Longparish website (longparish.org.uk).

Planning
The Council had no objection to:
 Tree works at Stream House, Middleton.
After discussion, the Council objected to:
 Interior and exterior works at Kingfisher Cottage,
Forton.
The Council noted that the application for the Garage Court in
North Acre had been withdrawn, but that permission had
been granted for the alterations at Malthouse Cottage, West
Aston. The Council had received a response from the owner
of The Plough Inn site indicating that their plan was to turn it
into a ‘single residential unit’ that would include the
‘retention of the facade of the original structure’, but that it
was not yet possible to determine when any formal
application would be submitted.

Open Spaces
The Council considered a proposal to install drainage in the
Village Hall overflow car park in order to improve the surface
in wet weather, but felt that further advice was needed on
other options. Advice was also being sought on improving the
bank of the stream by the Ash Burn Rest and measures to
prevent further erosion by vehicles straying off the
carriageway. The Council had financed the installation of a
kissing-gate to provide access to the footpath leading off the
Middleway by the farm cottages, and the request for
volunteers to help with the Village Clean-Up Morning on
Saturday 21st April starting at 10am was repeated

Communications
The Council discussed the implications of the new General
Data Protection Regulations, and agreed that, as a first step,
dedicated email addresses for Councillors would have to be
provided in conjunction with the new hosting arrangements
for the web-site.

Highways
The Council noted that there were no major developments to
report, but that the icy weather had caused potholes to
deteriorate even further. It was important, therefore, that
anyone noticing problems with the road surface should report
them through the HCC website, but that it was inevitable that
resources would now be stretched even further.

Broadband
It was confirmed that, following the upgrading of the cabinet,
faster broadband was now available in Middleton and that
anyone wishing to take advantage of it should contact their
broadband provider. However, the forecast for Forton and
Longparish Station still remained the end of 2019, and the
improvements would be made through a combination of ‘fibre
to property’, and piggybacking on the trunk road network and
radio masts.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 8pm on
Monday 9th April following the Annual Parish Meeting. Parish
Council meetings are public, and parishioners are also
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welcome to speak on specific agenda items by prior
arrangement with the Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel:
720574, or email: clerk@longparish.org.uk).

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday
9th April – see website and calling notice for the venue. All
are welcome, so please come and listen to what has been
happening in the village over the last year and then have your
say.

Our Village Hall needs your help
Please don't be shy.
We need volunteers
to keep our lovely
hall going. Can you
help please?

Book Keeper
Alice Evans has kept
our books for many years but she is leaving the village in July.
Can you help please? The job can be done at a time to suit
you and does not involve any meetings. Alice uses Quicken
software and is happy to train her successor. Or it could be
done with a spreadsheet. The job involves recording income
and expenditure, some paying in at the bank in Andover (but
most receipts are electronic and the paying in could be done
by post) and preparing bank transfers for the Treasurer to
authorise.

Secretary
Emma Smith is retiring so we need a new secretary. The job
includes distributing the agenda for four or five meetings a
year, preparing the minutes and publishing them on the
village website.

Quartermaster
Our new store is getting full and we need someone to manage
the stuff and do some bits and pieces of maintenance.
If you are willing to find out more please contact the
chairman, Andrew Marshall on 720121 or the
vice-chairman, Maggie Barber on 720459 or email
villagehall@longparish.org.uk

Village Hall AGM
The annual Village Hall AGM is on Wednesday 25th April at the
hall, starting at 7.30pm. All welcome. Light refreshments.

Longparish Spring
Clean Up
Saturday 21st April
The next big Village Clean Up
Day is on Saturday 21st April
at 10am to 1pm.
Please meet at the playground.
Lunch will be provided
afterwards. Volunteers please contact James Hillier on
720016.

James Hillier
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