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LCA Coffee Shop
Friday 9th February
10am-noon
LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month Handicap Race
It was calm and dry for the January run. What a
contrast with December when a whirlwind blew
down trees all over the village and anyone with any
sense stayed in bed.
We welcomed new runner Emma Noble and
welcomed back Jane Evans after a five-year
absence. First home and Most Improved Woman
was Paula Motley who has won the cup three times
in her last 4 races, each with an improved personal
record. Well done! And well done too Dave Henery
who was Most Improved Man for a record breaking
15th time. Congratulations also to Jim Dundas who
got a new personal best in his 75th run and to Jane
Evans, Victoria Blewitt, Claire Collier and Kerry
Starkey for personal records.

The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall is
open on the second Friday of the month.

**Everyone Welcome**

LCA – Tuesday
Talks
Terry and Ruth Hemming
kicked off the New Year
with a fascinating account
of their experiences of living
in northeast Nigeria in the 1980s.
The next talk also promises to be inspiring:
13th February: “When Wooders met Blowers” –
John Woodcock and Henry Blofeld reminiscing
about cricket and other things. Admission for this
event is by ticket only. More information from Henry
Yelf on 720790
Last talk of the winter season:
13th March:TBC
Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Doors open at 7pm. Admission is free but a
donation is welcome to offset the cost of hiring the
Village Hall. There is a cash bar.
FoLS 100 Club Winners
December Grand Prize
1st Prize Helen Ridge £100 (19)
2nd Prize Laura Wearn £50 (116)
3rd Prize Penny Billingham £25 (75)

There were no juniors this month so the trophy went
to four-year-old Sarah Collier who was a great help
with marshalling. Thanks also to her father, Nick
and Angela Dewey for marshalling, to Victoria
Blewitt and Jim Dundas for delicious cakes, to
David Gould and Andy Smith for doing the signs
and to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.
Our next race is on Sunday 11th February starting
at the usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground.
Everyone is welcome especially volunteers to help
(full training provided). If you'd like to run it is a
handicap race so people of all abilities have a
chance to win.
You can see the full results and photos and find
more information and the entry form in the L2SOTM
area of the Longparish website.
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/

Marmalade Time!
Would you like to raise some money for the
Countess of Brecknock Hospice by
making some marmalade? You can
do so by entering the World’s
Original Marmalade Awards &
Festival held at Dalemain in
Cumbria. Last year our entries
raised £438 for the Hospice. You
can find out more here
http://www.dalemainmarmaladeawards.co.uk This
year we cannot arrange transport to Dalemain but
you can still ask for your entry fee to be donated to
the Countess of Brecknock. You can post your
entries and they must reach Dalemain by Friday
9th February.
For more information please contact Maggie Barber
on 01264 720459 or email
jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk
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The Cricketers Inn – Hello!
We are delighted to have taken over the running of
the Cricketers Inn on 25th January. We come from
Burbage, near Marlborough, having worked with
Wadworth running the Three Horseshoes for four
years and have a long background in hospitality and
catering. Our ambition for a village pub is that it
should be community led with good food, excellent
beer, great value for money and of course, a warm
and friendly welcome to all! We would therefore
welcome any of your ideas on events etc and
wishes for your pub and will have a suggestion box
on the bar.
We look forward to a long and happy time in
Longparish and to meeting you all over the next few
weeks.
Ian and Lorraine Reavill

WHEN WOODERS MET BLOWERS
The February Tuesday Talk will be a season
highlight, with Henry Blofeld joining our own John
Woodcock for an evening of reminiscences about a
life of cricketing adventures!
The two men go back a long way together. John, for
many years The Times cricket correspondent, gave
Henry his first real break, recommending him to his
editor as a potential cricket writer.
Not many people know that John’s early
professional brush with cricket journalism was as a
BBC cameraman. Armed with twenty thousand feet
of film, a 35mm camera and a few hours instruction,
he was dispatched to cover the 1950/51 MCC tour
of Australia.
While John trained his lenses on the cricketing
greats of the time, back home Henry persuaded his
preparatory school Matron to allow him to settle in
her parlour to listen to the scratchy sound of a BBC
commentator twelve thousand miles away.
Clips from John’s subsequent film “An Elusive
Victory” (we won only the last Test) will be a feature
of the evening, as the pair discuss the game now
and then.
They will also recall their adventurous trip to India
by vintage Rolls Royce and share many other high
points and anecdotes.
The session is scheduled to last an hour, but
beware; the spirit of Ken Dodd will be lurking not far
away.
Tuesday Talks come under the auspices of the
Longparish Community Association, which has
kindly agreed to John’s and Blower’s request that
the proceeds be donated to the Andover- based
Macular Society. Blowers is a Patron of the
Society.
The event has already been promoted in the village
shop and the Longparish Community Association
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Facebook page so most or all of the tickets are
likely to have been snapped up by the time this is
published. However, if you wish to be placed on the
reserve list in case of returns please contact Henry
Yelf 01264 720790, or 1816henners@gmail.com
Tickets have no fixed price but donations are
welcome and ticket holders will find a Macular
Society gift aid form on their seats.
Appearances by Henry (Blofeld!) attract premium
prices but, as a village event, both men are anxious
that they are affordable by all of us. The event is on
Tuesday February 13th. Doors and the bar open at
7pm and the talk starts at 7.30. The evening will
also provide an opportunity to rename the meeting
room the Woodcock Room to mark more than 250
years of the Woodcock family’s connections with the
village.
Macular degeneration is the leading cause of
registered blindness in the UK. The problem is
becoming greater as the population ages and the
society funds research as well as providing advice
and advocacy to people affected by the condition.
Henry Yelf
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Muriel Elizabeth Sudbury
August 1923 - November
2017
Muriel Sudbury, whose funeral
was held at St Nicholas’ Church
on 12th January, was never shy
of expressing her opinion. You
knew whether she disapproved
or approved of you and if she approved she gave
that wonderful smile that could melt an iceberg.
Muriel was not afraid of anyone and knew she was
the equal of the highest in the land. She was very
proud of her family and her eyes would twinkle as
she spoke about her great-grandchildren and often
her description would include the phrase ‘as
mischievous as a wagonload of monkeys”!
Muriel was an only child, born to Fred and Gwen
Dewey. Fred was a local man and his father retired
to Malthouse Cottage having worked locally as a
carpenter. His mother had seven sisters. Fred
worked as chauffeur and general factotum to the
Dawnays at Longparish House and Gwen came to
the village as she was working for Lady Watson.
Muriel spoke of walking to church with Sir Geoffrey
Watson and of the Watsons attending her wedding
with Wally.
Muriel was born in Sugar Lane but then moved to
Wood Walk and told tales of attending school,
where she was bright and good at most subjects
although she claimed she could never draw. After
school she trained as a shorthand typist and at first
worked for an estate agent. She then went to work
for a doctors’ surgery in Andover. Some of you will
remember her working there and Muriel was given
responsibility. The doctors appreciated Muriel’s
ready wit and knew she would have an answer for
everything. Indeed, after retirement, she went back
to work for the surgery. Her language is one of the
things we shall miss about Muriel, which probably
came from her father. Who will now tell us when
talking about a man, “I wouldn’t marry him if his
backside were hung with diamonds”? Yet strangely,
although her father had a nickname for everyone,
she insisted on using full names and hated people
using nicknames. If she got her language skill from
her father she got her love of dancing and singing
from her mother. She was a much sought after
dance partner. John Woodcock recalls that she
was one of the prettiest girls in the village. Whether
at the camp at Barton Stacey, in Andover, or later
with Wally at Aldermaston she loved dancing,
especially with the big bands. Johnny Dankworth
was one of the famous bands to whose music she
danced. She loved being dressed well and Clifford
House, where she lived recently, enabled her to
continue to dress smartly. She also had a sweet
tooth and celebrated visits from her friends Mary-Jo
and Graham Darrah, who regularly brought her jelly
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babies. Muriel was equally demanding on having
good coffee, cheddar and even beetroot when she
was in charge of her own food. She also loved
driving and taught Gillian Dawnay how to drive.
Muriel was very much a local person with family and
friends nearby. She was proud that she and Wally
had got onto North Acre where she and the Morgan
family remained neighbours for many years. She
and Wally belonged to the social club behind the
village hall and again she had a good relationship
with Captain and Mrs Wills. Despite his shyness
Andrew Wills shared jokes with her. On her 80th
birthday she proudly displayed a card from her
godmother, Olive, who lived in Southampton and
had been her mother’s best friend. Yet she also
kept up with friends farther away. In the war Fred
Poulson and his sister Norma were evacuated here
and she kept that friendship going after Norma had
emigrated to Canada. She holidayed abroad in
France and when her granddaughter moved to
Bermuda she and Wally visited there.
She was baptised and married in St Nicholas
Church and Gwendoline sang in the choir. Gill
Goddard still smiles at the memory of Muriel taking
her to Sunday school, leading her along by the
Beck. Muriel was in her own way a religious person
praying with visiting priests and receiving
communion from our former Rector, Canon Martin
Coppen, during her stay in Clifford House.
She is survived by her daughter, Gwendoline,
granddaughters, Joanne and Nichola, and greatgrandchildren, Jacob and Tom, Isabella and LillyMay. Her sense of fun and humour will be greatly
missed.

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
THE GREENFINCH
I think most people know the greenfinch. With its
olive green body, yellow bars on its wings and tail,
pink beak and legs. However, sadly it is in decline. It
is on the verge of being on the red list of
endangered species, due to a parasite-induced
disease called trichomonosis, which is also known,
as canker. It causes a disease at the back of the
throat and gullet, preventing it feeding, and so
eventually it starves to death. Affected birds will
show signs e.g. fluffed up feathers, food around its
beak, sometimes dribbling and laboured breathing.
Greenfinches are not the only birds affected. All
birds e.g. doves, sparrows, pigeons etc can also
suffer. One of the ways the disease is spread is by
dirty feeders or birdbaths.
If you find a dead bird in your garden the RSPB
advises you to put it in the bin, as birds of prey can
catch it by eating dead birds. It DOES NOT affect
humans, cats or dogs. So sadly greenfinches and
chaffinches are a lot less frequent at our bird tables.
C Bowman
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Farewell to Terry and Ruth
Hemming

This picture shows Terry and Ruth in traditional
Nigerian dress greeting one another in Hausa, one
of the local languages. They treated us to a slide
show and talk in the village hall on January 9th
about their time in northern Nigeria between 1981
and 1984. This was really interesting and most
informative; suffice to say that this part of Nigeria is
now very dangerous, because of Boko Haram,
which no doubt you have heard in the news.
Terry and Ruth arrived in Longparish in January
2009, after a selection process by a panel, which
included John Woodcock, our Patron. One of John’s
questions was “If the Pope takes an off-stump
guard, what guard would you take?” Terry thought
for a moment, and then diplomatically replied “I
would take middle and off!” Terry as we all now
know, is interested and therefore, knowledgeable in
many areas and fortunately knew enough about
cricket - a) to understand the question in the first
place and - b) to give an answer which ensured he
got the job!
I have had the privilege to be Terry’s churchwarden
for all of his time here, and I know how fortunate we
were to secure his and Ruth’s services for St
Nicholas Church and Longparish, for their ministry
has been quite exceptional. Although Terry’s brief
was for a non-stipendiary, house-for-duty priest
working 3 days a week, such was his commitment,
that it appeared to all intents and purposes that he
was available pretty well 24/7! Both he and Ruth
quickly became involved with all aspects of village
life and an integral part of Longparish, enjoying
membership of all the various clubs, associations
and activities on offer, as well as carrying out his
official church duties.
Terry and Ruth have become celebrated for their
generous hospitality, which is legendary, but the
most memorable facet of their ministry here has to
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be the love and concern that they have shown to
those within their care. We really are going to miss
them enormously.
So, we say a massive “THANK YOU” to them for all
they have meant to us and for all they have brought
to our community over the nine years (almost to the
day) that they have been at St Nicholas’ House.
They have transformed the garden into a thing of
beauty and peace; they will miss that, but perhaps
more than anything, they will miss the people, as
we will surely miss them. We wish them God’s
blessing for their future, whatever that holds for
them, and with good health too.
We are having a traditional Evensong, at Terry’s
request, on Sunday 4th February at 5 o’clock at St
Nicholas, at which the Longparish choir are singing,
followed by refreshments in the Community Hall to
say “Farewell and Happy Retirement” to them, to
which everyone is invited and hopefully has
received an invitation. Please let either of the
churchwardens know if you are coming, as we
would like to know for catering purposes.
John Young, Elm Lodge, Longparish, SP11 6PW
Tel: 01264 720233 Email:
j.young233@btinternet.com
Georgi Leask, Aston Cottage, Longparish, SP11
6PZ
Tel: 01264 720829 Email:
georgi_leask@i.cloud.com

Get fit after
Christmas!
Ladies, are you
thinking of getting
fit and shedding
those extra
Christmas pounds?
Why not come
along to Smooth
Movers on
Thursday mornings
in Longparish
Village Hall?
Improve your balance, co-ordination and
suppleness with low impact aerobic exercise,
stretching and toning to music.
Classes are led by Lauren Mildenberger (in the
photo), a fully qualified and experienced fitness and
dance instructor.
New members would be very welcome. Wear
comfortable clothing and non-slip shoes. A session
costs £6 and if we are to keep the price down we
need some new members. Parking is free.
Here some comments by our members:
4

Hill & Valley Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors

, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott

February 2018

"Keeping fit at Smooth Movers helped me climb
1500 feet on my holiday - with no muscle aches the
next day!"

Thank you for your generosity, which follows our
Remembrance Sunday when we sent £594.32 to the
Poppy Appeal.

"I have a feeling of well-being after our Smooth
Moving session. That must mean it’s good for me."

Longparish Cricket Club

"The thing I Iike most about Smooth Movers is that
we have a good work out which can be done gently
or with great vigour and that the next day there is no
stiffness! And yet the fitness levels are better."
"What I like best about Smooth Movers is the
friendly happy atmosphere."
"I'm always glad when I make the effort to go to
Smooth Movers. Lauren takes the strain out of the
pain."
Contact Sarah Harris (720 437) for more information
or just come along on a Thursday morning.

Christingle 2017
Well done to Longparish who sent £392.57 to the
Children’s Society as a result of our Christingle Service
held here on Christmas Eve.
The Children’s Society works with vulnerable young
people in the U.K. They say about the work in our area,
‘Despite being home to some of the UK’s most affluent
communities, in the South and South West of England

With five games to go the Longparish Lightweights
occupy top spot in the Dummer Indoor League top
division and harbour serious hopes of making the
playoffs between the four Hampshire indoor leagues
to decide which team represents the county in the
National competition. One division down the
Longparish Longhops are locked in battle with
Yateley CC for the promotion place.
In the Winchester and District Indoor Leagues the
season is a little more advanced and, with a couple
of games remaining, Longparish I look to be on
target for a mid table finish in the top division and
one division down, Longparish II are chasing
promotion. Longparish III occupy third place in
Division III.
Colts feature heavily in all of the Longparish indoor
sides as well as playing in the North Hampshire U15
& U13 indoor leagues, where both teams are doing
well. Well done to the Longparish Colts who are
currently training with the Winchester & District
representative squads in preparation for the first
District festivals in late May.
Thank you to everyone who supported the
Christmas draw which raised just shy of £300 for
depleted club coffers. The money will be put
towards replacing the boundary fence and the
purchase of machinery to tend the square.
The outdoor season is hurtling towards us and
Hampshire League fixtures for the three Longparish
senior sides are already on the website –
www.longparishcc.co.uk. New players of any age
or ability are always welcome. If you would like to
become a member don't be a stranger.
Hundred Club Draw – January

there are still over 250,000 children and young people
living in poverty, and 350,000 young people living with
mental health and emotional well-being needs. From
Kent to Cornwall, we run local services to support young
people at risk of sexual exploitation or harm, living in
care, or let down by the systems meant to protect them.’
Your gifts will help these young people.
The church was packed with both adults and children
and over 100 oranges with their candles were handed
out as we marked the start of celebrations of Christ’s
birth. All the candles were lit as we sang our carol and
then all settled back into their seats.

£35 Barry Shadwell £15 Warren Bonathan
£15 Martin Herbert.

Thank you to everyone who supports Longparish
Cricket Club through Hundred Club membership,
new members are always welcome. If you would
like to join please get in touch via the club website
www.longparishcc.co.uk.

The service was led by our Vicar, the Reverend Craig
Marshall, Terry Hemming and Jonathan Evans, back
from his theological college in Oxford, helping. We are
grateful to team Hibbert for preparing all the Christingles.
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Our Village Hall needs your help!
Longparish
Village Hall
Registered charity
No 301877

Precious
Village Asset
Since 1910
Two of our key helpers are retiring soon and we also
have a new vacancy. Can you help please?

Book Keeper
Alice Evans has kept our books for many years but she is
leaving the village in July. Can you help please? The
job can be done at a time to suit you and does not
involve any meetings. Alice uses Quicken software and
is happy to train her successor. The job involves
recording income and expenditure, some paying in at the
bank in Andover (but most receipts are electronic and the
paying in could be done by post) and preparing bank
transfers for the Treasurer to authorise.

Secretary
Emma Smith is retiring so we need a new secretary.
The job includes distributing the agenda for four or five
meetings a year, preparing the minutes and publishing
them on the village website.

Quartermaster
Our new store is getting full and we need someone to
manage the stuff and do some bits and pieces of
maintenance.
If you are willing to find out more please contact the
chairman, Andrew Marshall on 720121 or the
vice-chairman, Maggie Barber on 720459 or email
villagehall@longparish.org.uk

Longparish Parish Council
Report from Council Meetings Held on
17th December and 8th January & Planning
Committee Meeting Held on 16th January
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or
archived Longparish web-site (longparish.org.uk).

Longparish School
The Council welcomed the newly-appointed Head Teacher
(Mrs Trudy Cawthra) at its January meeting, and received a
briefing from her and the Chair of Governors (Mr Nick
Marsden). Mrs Cawthra explained her vision for the School,
emphasising the importance of holistic learning and the
School’s central place in the community, and the Council
expressed its warm support for her objectives.

Planning
The Council had no objection to:







Replacement conservatory at Rose Cottage, Forton.
Single storey extension at Bramblegate, West Aston.
Extensions and internal alterations at Malthouse
Cottage, West Aston (amended scheme).
Tree work at 2 Mayfield Villas, Middleton.

Tree work at 1 The Withies, Middleton.
The Council objected to:
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Boundary brick wall, extension and internal and
external alterations at Kingfisher Cottage, Forton.

After much discussion involving the planning
consultant and a number of local residents, the Council
decided by a majority of three to one to object to:
Erection of three 3-bedroom houses at Garage Court,
North Acre.
The Council noted that the piers for the gates at River
Cottage, Forton had been removed, and that the mobile home
at Testwood Trout Farm, Southside Road was no longer on the
site. The Council also discussed at length the issue of parking
in North Acre following concerns raised by local residents. It
was clear that the problem of insufficient parking was caused
by the increasing number of cars in individual households, and
it was felt that a lack of consideration by some residents and
the installation of dropped kerbs made matters worse in
certain areas. While it was hoped that proposals could be
developed that would provide a limited amount of mitigation,
this was an intractable problem for which there were no easy
answers. If approved, the proposal to develop the main
garage court might provide a few additional spaces overall,
but the Council was keen that the smaller garage court be
converted to parking in order to make more open parking
spaces available, although it was recognised that there were
significant difficulties in achieving this.

Finance
The Council had received an ex gratia payment of £1693 from
Hill and Valley and it was agreed that this should be added to
the Playground fund, as it was felt that repairs to the skateramp would be necessary soon. It was also agreed that the
precept for 2017/2018 should remain unchanged.

Open Spaces
The Council expressed its thanks to all those, especially Mr
Paul Knipe, who had helped to clear trees that were brought
down by the high winds before Christmas from the roads in
the village.

Communications
The Council noted that Mr David Gould would soon be
relinquishing control of the village web-site and it was agreed
that commercial arrangements would now have to be made
for its hosting and maintenance.

Village Infrastructure
The Council agreed that the Parish Clerk should assume the
responsibilities of Clerk to the Burial Board, and noted that it
would be necessary to allocate a new area for cremated
remains in the cemetery. Mr Malcolm Edwards had held a
meeting with BT Open Reach and HCC to discuss the issue of
faster broadband, at which it was forecast that, with the
exception of Nuns’ Walk, this would be available to all of the
village by the end of 2019 at the latest. Subsequently it was
noted that preparatory work was already being carried out by
the telephone exchange and that Middleton should therefore
be being upgraded quite soon. The proposed solution for
Forton would be fibre cable to individual properties, but this
was not expected to be implemented until 2019.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 1930 hours on
Monday 12th February. Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel:
720574, or email: clerk@longparish.org.uk).
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