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LCA – Tuesday
Talks
Following Martin Clay’s
show of superb photos in
November, the wildlife
theme continues:

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month Handicap Race
Conditions were good for the November run and we
had 31 runners including 9 juniors. We welcomed
Sam Arnold to her first race as an official runner but
it was by no means her first race as she is a regular
as our photographer and/or accompanying Frankie.
First home and smashing her handicap by over
5 minutes was Rose Billingham who became our
Rising Star. She was closely followed by Noah
Johnson who also beat his handicap by over 5
minutes. Both were personal records. Well done!
Other personal bests were Amber Ridge, Sandra
Doney, our Most Improved Woman, Gina Graham,
Eve Ridge and Victoria Blewitt. Our Most Improved
Man was Dave Henery, who took the title for a
record equalling 14th time. Commiserations go to
Arthur Hibbert who had to retire with a nasty stitch.
Well done to all
who ran or
accompanied
children or simply
turned out to cheer
the runners on.
Thanks go to Jim
Dundas, Angela
Bryan and Maggie
Barber for the
lovely cakes, Sam
Arnold and Annabel Doney for photos, Angela
Dewey, Barbara and Maggie for marshalling and
time keeping, David Gould for the signs and the
Cricket Club for the lovely venue.
Our next race is on Sunday 10th December
starting at the usual time of 10am at the Cricket
Ground. This is our Christmas run so refreshments
will include mulled wine and mince pies. Everyone
is welcome especially volunteers to help (full
training provided). If you'd like to run it is a handicap
race so people of all abilities have a chance to win.
You can see the full results and photos and find
more information and the entry form in the L2SOTM
area of the Longparish website
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/

·
12th December: Matthew Dryden, medical
globetrotter and a regular speaker, will talk about
his “Journeys in South America - Glaciers and
Jaguars”
·
9th January: Terry Hemming will present
‘Borneo, northern Nigeria, 40 years ago’.
Further dates for your diaries:
·

13th February

·

12th March

Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Doors open at 7pm. Admission is free but a
donation is welcome to offset the cost of hiring the
Village Hall. There is a cash bar.

The Choir’s
Christmas Cracker
With guest star El-Viz
Saturday 9th December 7.30 pm
Village Hall
BYO supper
**cash bar**raffle**quiz
Tickets £8
cathy.yelf@sky.com Tel: 720790
Profits to Andover Young Carers

LCA Coffee Shop
Friday 8th December
10am-noon
The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall is
open on the second Friday of the month.

**Everyone Welcome**
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Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) News

FoLS have been getting festive with our preparations for
the school Christmas party as well as Christmas tree
sales. If you have ordered a tree, it will be available to
pick up from outside the school on Saturday 9th
December between 2.30-4pm.
If you are doing Christmas shopping online, there is a
way you can help raise money for Longparish School.
Sign up for free at easyfundraising.org.uk and use the
site as a gateway to other online sites such as John
Lewis, Marks and Spencer and many more. FoLS then
receives a donation, usually a percentage of the amount
you have spent.
Since our last update we have had our AGM and the
committee for 2017/18 is: Laura Harding (Chair), Gay
Taylor (Treasurer), Penny Billingham (Secretary), Chloe
Biddlecombe, Kirsten Hails, Becky Hopkinson, Lizzy
Johnson, Karen Livingstone, Andrea Williams and Beccy
Witcher. Thank you to the new committee for
volunteering and to everyone who was on the committee
last year.
Lastly, thank you to everyone who has supported FoLS
this year and we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
prosperous New Year.

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
EARLY WINTER WALK
Leaving home, with my wife Corrine and the dog, there
are plenty of starlings flying around which is nice to see.
Down the back track a pied wagtail is on the roof and the
usual bunch of noisy house sparrows are chirping away.
Turning right a chaffinch is sitting in the tree by the pub
and a collared dove flies by. A mistle thrush has taken
control of the yew tree; they do this and scare off the
other birds so that they have all the berries to
themselves. We spot seven blackbirds, three of which
are having a bath in a puddle. There are rooks and
jackdaws in the oak tree in the pony paddock but not
much else. Turning left a dunnock is hopping around in
the hedge.
I can hear a magpie chattering away in the bushes; he
appears and flies off across the field. At the bridge there
are some mallards, a heron takes flight and another is
sat in a tall ash tree. Turning left are the usual flock of
seagulls, greater black-backed gull, lesser black-backed
gull, herring gull, black-headed gull, Canada geese,
greylag goose, moorhen, coot, tufted duck and a carrion
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crow! Moving on we spot a small flock of redwings in the
trees, a couple of blue tits and a few more mallards.
Turning right, a kestrel flies over and a little egret is
fishing in the river. At the end of the road we turn right
onto the bridge where there are a pair of gadwalls and a
grey wagtail. On we go, two cormorants fly over and a
great tit is in the hedge. A robin is sitting on the fence
and, looking out across the field, a buzzard sits in a tree.
With nothing much to see at the first bridge, we carry on
to the second - six pairs of gadwalls, two swans and a
little grebe. On to the crossroads, turning right, there are
a lot of woodpigeons in the trees and a wren searching
the ivy, looking for some food. More starlings are flying
over and only a magpie and a few jackdaws are in the
pony paddock. A pair of goldfinches is sitting on the
wires and a great spotted woodpecker flies over, followed
by a goldcrest.
So home we go! I hope you have enjoyed our walk, in
total we saw 40 different birds.
C Bowman

3rd Annual Burns Supper and Ceilidh

Saturday 27th January 2018
Village Hall
7pm for 7.30pm – 11.30pm
Once again a Burns Supper & Ceilidh is to be held
in Longparish Village Hall on Saturday 27th
January 2017 with a traditional Burns Night menu,
entertainment, piper and a live Ceilidh Band and
caller.
Bring your own ‘Bar’ and your dancing shoes!
Tickets £30 per person
**Tables of 8 can be reserved**
Please contact John Findlay on 07766 351083 for a
booking and menu form.
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20th Whitchurch Potato Days
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th January 2018
10 am to 3pm
Testbourne Community School

The 20th running of the country's largest and longest running
Potato Day - well over 100 varieties of potato seed plus peas
& beans, onion, garlic and shallot sets and flower bulbs from
Charlton Park Garden Centre. Stalls from Beans and Herbs,
Edulis, Grandma's local home made jam, ‘Grow Your Own’
cards, Hampshire Branch of the National Vegetable Society,
Phoenix Perennial Plants, Thomas Etty's Heritage Seeds,
Tufton Plants.
There will also be a seed swap, run by Hampshire Organic
Gardening Group. Bring your seeds to swap for something
different. Alan Wilson, author of The People's Potatoes, will
be present with his new book. Listen to talks by Chris Bird of
Sparsholt College or grab yourself some refreshments from
H's Café. The Friends of Whitchurch Primary School will
provide children’s activities. Free coloured seed potato for
under 12s.
Entry £2 for adults, children free.
Recent FoLS 100 Club Winners
October
November
Mr M Lowry
£20
C Sykes
Irma Wiseman £10
G Montague
Mr P Towneley £5
S Troughton
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News from St
Nicholas

Harvest Festival - There was a lovely service,
much enhanced by the singing of the Longparish
Choir, followed by a delicious lunch in the Village
Hall. The collection from the service (£280) and
the profit (£69) from the lunch in the Village
Hall were given to Andover Food Bank, as they
were not collecting food this year due to
relocation of their storage space.
Remembrance Day – There was a good crowd
round the memorial in the cemetery for the two
minutes silence and the reading of the names of
those who died in WW1 and WW2. This was
followed by a poignant rendition of the Last Post
by Simon Mattison of Hurstbourne Priors. The
service continued in St Nicholas with beautiful
singing from the Longparish Choir and
refreshments in the Community Hall afterwards.
The collection (£665) from this service was
given to the Earl Haigh Fund (The Poppy Appeal).
Reordering – Phase 1 - This is scheduled to
start in April 2018, after the danger of frost
has passed, so that the lime work can be done
N.B. - Plans can be viewed in the church for this
work.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

£20
£10
£5

Marmalade Time!
Would you like to raise some money for
the Countess of Brecknock Hospice by
making some marmalade? You can do
so by entering the World’s Original
Marmalade Awards & Festival held at
Dalemain in Cumbria. Last year our
entries raised £438 for the Hospice.
You can find out more here
http://www.dalemainmarmaladeawards.co.uk . This year
we cannot arrange transport to Dalemain but you can still
ask for your entry fee to be donated to the Countess of
Brecknock. You can post your entries and they must
reach Dalemain by Friday 9th February.
For more information please contact Maggie Barber on
01264 720459 or email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk

Marmalade for Sale
Buy while stocks last! £3 per jar, proceeds will
go to the Village Hall. Please contact Maggie
on 720459.

6p Sunday 17th December 6pm - Carol Service Nine Lessons & Carols - Christmas Tree Festival
Sunday 24th December 5pm - Christmas Eve Christingle Service
Sunday 24th December 11.30pm - Christmas
Eve - Midnight Communion
Monday 25th December 11.00am - Christmas
Day - Family Communion
The Carol Service, Christingle & Midnight Mass
are all candlelit services.
All are welcome!
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas
N.B. Date for your diary
Sunday 4th February 2018 at 5 pm
Farewell Evensong
for
Terry and Ruth Hemming, followed by
refreshments in the Community Hall.
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meeting Held on
13th November
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or
archived Longparish website (longparish.org.uk).

Community Speed Watch
The Council received an update on the progress of the Barton
Stacey Community Speed Watch project, and, in view of
recent concerns about speeding in the village, welcomed the
opportunity for cooperation. However, this was dependent
on sufficient volunteers coming forward in Longparish – see
separate article.

Dec 2017 & Jan 2018

that any changes were necessary in Longparish, but the
Council would monitor the progress of the review.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on
Monday 11th December in the Village Hall. Parish Council
meetings are public, and parishioners are also welcome to
speak on specific agenda items by prior arrangement with the
Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel: 720574, or email:
clerk@longparish.org.uk).

Village Clean Up – Thank you!

Planning
The Council had no objection to:



Proposed home study at Yew Tree House, West
Aston.



Demolition and re-construction of rear extension at
1 Park View Cottages, Middleton.
After lengthy discussion, the Council decided on a majority
basis to object to:



Extensions and internal alterations at Malthouse
Cottage, West Aston.
The Council noted that the application for the revised scheme
for the gates at River Cottage, Forton had been refused. The
Council also reviewed TVBC’s Strategic Housing and Economic
Land Availability Assessment – only one site for new
development within the parish boundary had been proposed
by the landowner (at Faulkner’s Down Farm on the further
side of the B3400), but its inclusion in the register did not
imply that TVBC would necessarily grant planning permission.
Correspondence had also been received about Goodman’s
appeal to reduce traffic restrictions affecting access to the
distribution site at Andover Airfield, but it was not felt that
this would affect Longparish.

Open Spaces
The Village Clean-Up Morning on 4th November was very
successful, and thanks were expressed to all those who had
volunteered on the day and provided assistance. Activities
included litter picking, and clearing footpaths and streams,
and these made a valuable contribution to the appearance of
the village. The Council noted that there had been some flytipping around the village and recommended that all such
incidents should be reported immediately to TVBC, who will
remove the rubbish and try to identify the perpetrator.
Regular use of the football pitch by the Under-13s team from
Whitchurch was welcomed, and they would contribute to the
cost of lining the pitch.

Highways
The Council agreed to fund up to £150 of additional
expenditure on the Parish Lengthsman scheme, as this
represented good value for money in helping to keep roads
clear.

Community Governance Review

We had a very successful day on November 4th and the
weather was kind enough to stop raining for the duration
of the morning! Many activities were undertaken
including sweeping pavements; litter picking all the
roads, the playground and cricket ground; cleaning the
bus shelters; tidying the cemetery; clearing the stream
and ditches; cutting back footpaths. About 25 to 30 of
us, of all ages, then retired to the Cricketers for welldeserved sustenance (thanks Kevin and Julie).
This couldn’t happen without the many volunteers, so I
would like to thank everyone who turned up on the day.
Thanks also to Raymond Brown who provided the skip;
TVBC for the litter picking equipment; Richard McAllister
and Mick Bloxidge with their much appreciated
mechanical assistance, courtesy of the Middleton Estate
and Lower Mill; Katie Sykes for the cake; my wife Donna
for organising the day in my absence. I would also like to
thank Clive Kent, Paul Knipe and Phil Harris who work
hard year round to keep the village open spaces in such
good nick.
Thanks again to all the helpers who gave up their
Saturday morning!
James Hillier

CLEANER REQUIRED
Between Wherwell and Longparish.
1 hour per day over 5 weekdays sometime between
11:00 and 14:00.
MUST be confident with dogs.
4 rooms only to clean. References required.
Contact Steve 07770 800651

The Council noted that TVBC was about to embark on a review
that would consider suggestions for changes to parish
boundaries and responsibilities. It was not felt at this stage
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Longparish Cricket Club
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TRAFFIC and SPEEDING

In the Dummer indoor leagues, the
Longparish Lightweights currently sit 2nd
in the top division, 1 point behind leaders
TKCAS with 3 wins out of four. One
division down the Longparish Longhops occupy a similar
league position and remain unbeaten after three games
of their 2017/18 indoor campaign.
In the top division of the Winchester and District indoor
league Longparish lost their opening game against
Sparsholt, despite being in a strong position at the
halfway point, but bounced back with a convincing win
over The University of Winchester.
One division down Longparish II have won two games
out of two. The first a 31 run win over Bishops Waltham
the second by 4 wickets against Winchester University II.
Longparish III won their opening game against
Owslebury II by a country mile but narrowly lost their next
game by 10 runs to a strong Tichborne Park II side.
Longparish U13 have only completed one game so far
this winter, a spectacular 52 run win over Basingstoke
U13 which featured 18 runs for Fynn Bryan, 17 for Alfie
Smith, 27 for Zac Allen and wickets for Conal Proctor and
James Newman
Myles Cole top scored for Longparish U15 with a brilliant
unbeaten 46 and Tally O'Farrell, Jude Cooper-Smith and
Jack Proctor picked up wickets as Longparish U15 lost
their opening game of the season against Old Basing
U15 by 3 wickets,
Defeat to a strong Fleet U15 side followed despite runs
again for Myles Cole and some tight bowling by Tally
O'Farrell, William McDermott and Jude Cooper-Smith.
Details of all indoor fixtures and results can be found at
www.longparishcc.co.uk
With club coffers looking a
little lean and with winter
work around the ground to
complete and colts
equipment to be replaced
the club are once again
holding a Christmas Draw
to raise some much
needed funds. Prizes once
described as "Life changing" are on offer along with
essentials for the impending season. Tickets cost £1 and
can be purchased by emailing Madam Sec at
JulieAsturt@aol.com or on the night of Wednesday 13th
December at The Cricketers Inn from 7.30pm when balls
will be drawn, and prizes distributed along with the final
Hundred Club Draw of the year and its associated Big
Cash Prizes.

Residents have expressed concern about the number of
vehicles appearing to drive too fast in all parts of the
village and driving too close to pedestrians and cyclists.
The roads in the village are narrow in places and there is
little or no verge to escape to.
Unfortunately it is not just about speed. It is about driver
behaviour, most of us need to re read the Highway Code.
For example this section:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/roadusers-requiring-extra-care-204-to-225#motorcyclists-andcyclists-rules-211-to-213
Common sense tells you that if you see someone
walking or cycling on a narrow road you slow right down
to way below the speed limit and give them a wide berth.
One way of having any chance of changing the speed
limit is to have evidence that it is a problem, and
identifying the problem areas and times.
Other local Parishes are setting up Community
Speedwatch groups run by volunteers, independent of
but with the support of their Parish Council. The
volunteers are trained by the Police to set up a speed
camera, which indicates any speed exceeding the
30mph. The registration number and vehicle is recorded
and the information fed back to the central Community
Speed Watch office. This will then generate (polite)
letters to the registered owner of the vehicle.
The aim is to change driver behaviour as well as gather
evidence for a speeding issue in the village that could
help in lowering the speed limit.
Any such scheme designed to encourage road safety,
and reduce the risk of accidents and injury, will require
support from residents, a good number of volunteers to
operate the system, training and equipment. We have the
opportunity to share equipment with Barton Stacey who
are already well on the way to having enough volunteers
to start the training.
A Longparish resident has started to form a group and is
calling for more volunteers; we need at least 9. If there is
support for such a scheme in Longparish, the PC will
explore ways to fund our share of the equipment. If you
have any comments about a Community Speedwatch
scheme for Longparish or wish to volunteer, please
contact the Parish Clerk, Sally Lawman and she will pass
on your details to the Longparish Community
Speedwatch coordinator.
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Magical Candlelit Carol Service
& Christmas Tree Festival
St Nicholas Church
Sunday 17th December 6pm
The annual candle-lit service is a wonderfully
atmospheric start to Christmas, with the traditional 9
lessons and favourite carols old and new.
After the service please join us in the Church for a glass
of wine and mince pies.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
Longparish Village Hall
THERE WILL BE NO MEETING OF THE LONGPARISH
GARDENING CLUB IN DECEMBER.
We wish everyone a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS and
hope to see many of you for our first meeting of 2018 on
Tuesday 23rd January at 7pm for re-enrolment
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 720325
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com or Marion Bell 720205.

LCA Boxing Day Entertainment
The Great Longparish Santa Dash and the Mummers
Play return this Boxing Day. Meet at the School for the
Dash and at The Cricketers for the Mummers Play.
The pub will be open from 11am so you can get a drink
before the play. Please come on foot if possible.

The Tim e of our Liv es!

The Santa Dash starts at
11am at the school. Santas of
all ages, shapes, species and
sizes will be dashing (at varying
speeds!) to The Cricketers.
There will be prizes for the best
dressed Santas (or elves or
puddings....) and for the best
dressed pet.
Any queries contact Fiona on
720709.

Longparish Mummers will continue the Boxing Day
entertainment with their 20minute traditional folk play in
The Cricketers car park at
11.30am. There are
wonderful costumes and lots
of action with a great battle
between King George and the
Yorkish Knight.
There will be a collection in
aid of Mityana and the
Andover Food Bank.

The Boxing Day Barbie
Forget the cold turkey. Kevin
will be serving Cumberland
sausages and burgers at The
Cricketers. Just what you need
for a tasty lunch or a late Boxing
Day breakfast for that matter commencing 12 noon.

New Year’s Eve
Why not join all your friends and
neighbours for a few drinks and
to welcome in the New Year at
the Cricketers Inn.

Last month visitors to Longparish Village Hall were
transported back in time to 1984 to relive their youth and the
social life of the early 80s!
Cleverly written and hilariously funny, the smart one-liners
and heart tugging rhetoric had us hooked from the very first
word. The cast of 4 managed to recreate our young lives;
bringing back long forgotten memories and tears of laughter
and the classic 80s music had us dancing in our seats, if not
the aisles! Don’t miss their next visit!

Christmas Tea Party –
Free!
5th December at
1.45pm
The Recycled Teenagers invite you to a
Christmas tea party at 1.45pm on Tuesday 5th
December in the village hall. We'll finish about 4pm.
We are delighted that Peter Anderson is returning to
entertain us. He is a singer and guitarist and will treat us
to music from the '50s and '60s as well as country and
carols, so something for everyone. We'll serve tea and
cakes in the interval and there'll be a raffle.
All welcome from Longparish and we'd love to see
people from surrounding villages so please tell your
friends.
Please contact Maggie on 720459 or Corinne on 720643
for further information. We look forward to seeing you!
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