
Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott     July/August 2017 

 

 1 

 
 

 

 

 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish 

Second Sunday of the Month 

Handicap Race 

Some regulars were off at Endure 24 including David 
Gould who ran 90 miles by himself and Ian and Wendy 
Beveridge who ran 80 between them.  So it was a quality 
field of 14 runners for the June race on a warm, sunny 
morning and they proved that with 8 people breaking 
their personal records.   

First home was our Rising Star, Luke Sanderson, who 
knocked off an astonishing 5 minutes.  He was followed 
by Jalal Janmohamed who was two minutes inside his 
record and became Most Improved Man.  Most Improved 
Woman was Angela Dewey, again with a personal 
record.  And the others to join that roll of honour were 
George Reynolds, Donna Bryan, Hallam and Dennis 
Doney and Lauren Beal.  Well done! 

 

Well done to everyone who ran or accompanied children 
or simply turned out to cheer the runners on. Thanks go 
to Jim Dundas and Maggie Barber for refreshments, 
Alice Evans, the Beal family and Maggie for marshalling 
and time keeping, Jeremy Barber for the signs and the 
Cricket Club for the lovely venue.  

Our next race is on Sunday 9th July starting at the usual 
time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. Everyone is 
welcome especially volunteers to help (full training 
provided). If you'd like to run it is a handicap race so 
people of all abilities have a chance to win.  

You can see the full results and photos and find more 
information and the entry form in the L2SOTM area of the 
Longparish website 
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/  

 

LCA Coffee Shop 

Longparish Village Hall 

Friday 14th July 10am-noon 

Everyone is welcome to the Village Hall to enjoy a chat 
and freshly brewed cup of coffee and a biscuit or three, 
for £1. The Coffee Shop is usually open on the second 
Friday of the month between 10am and noon. Keep an 
eye open for the banner outside the hall as a reminder 
that we are open on the coming 
Friday. 

Future dates for your diary: 11th 
August & 1st September. 

 
LCA Recycled 

Teenagers 
We organise an outing or event, usually on the first 
Tuesday of each month.  Our next outings are:   
 
4th July - Marks & Spencer at Hedge End at 11am  £3. 
 
8th August - Film show and cream tea (plus raffle) at 
Longparish Village Hall. You need to be a member of the 
LCA but can join for £1 on the day.  1.30 for 2pm. Free 
 
5th September - New Forest tour and pub lunch (lunch 
not included in the cost) at 10.30am £3. 
 
Please contact Corinne on 720643 for more information 
or to book your place. 

 
LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 

Tuesday 25th July 

Evening Visit to Mount Prosperous House, Hungerford, 
at 6.30 pm. 

 

AUGUST - There will be NO Longparish Gardening 
Club meeting in August. 

 

Tuesday 26th September 7pm. 

Miriam Nicholls of The Hawk Conservancy speaking on 
“Conservation in Conversation” Owls and Raptors. 

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325  
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 

or Marion Bell 01264 720205 

 
 

LCA - The Wilsons 

Return 
By popular demand, The Wilsons will return to Longparish 
Village Hall on Saturday 25th November 2017 where they 
will hopefully be supported again by the Whitchurch 
Westerners.  More details nearer the time, but please put the 
date in your diaries. 

http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/
mailto:rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
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A FEAST OF PLANTS AND 
PAINTINGS  
The Test and Bourne valleys are blessed with many 
talented artists and some of them will be displaying, and 
selling, their work during the Longparish Garden Festival 
on July 8th and 9th.  

The exhibition is curated by local artist Jane Rist and will 
be held in Longparish Village Hall between 12.30 and 
6pm each day. Visitors will be able to enjoy refreshments 
while touring the “gallery”. 

The theme will be The Great Outdoors and, as well as 
Jane, artists Angela Cardiff, Tony Styles, Beryl White and 
Marion Browning are among those who will display their 
work. 

Meanwhile the owners of 14 gardens are preparing for 
the festival weekend. 

There’s a rare opportunity to visit the fifteen-acre Lower 
Mill garden on the River Test. Magnificent trees and 
water are keys to the largely informally planted garden.  

The other gardens on show are at Saddlers Cottage, 
Woodwalk Cottage, Upper Mill, Test Cottage, Newton 
Cottage, 88/89 Northacre, The Old Forge, Meadow View, 
Rowan House, White Windows, Queen Anne Cottage, 
Forton, Owl’s Lodge, Forton and Grebe House, Forton.  

The village allotments are also on display and Paul Knipe 
will be on hand to describe the flora of Southside 
Common, a very special nature reserve. 

Visitors will be given maps and the gardens will be 
clearly signposted around the village.  

Volunteers are urgently needed to help the weekend 
goes smoothly. If you think you can help in various 
roles, such as helping the garden owners receive 
visitors or car parking etc please contact Brian 
Sanders (01264 720222) or Rosie Lowry (01264 
720325).  Georgina Knipe is looking for helpers with 
refreshments at the village hall and she is also very 
willing to accept donated cakes etc (01264 720713) 

The event will raise funds for alterations to the St. 
Nicholas Church and upkeep of the village hall. 

Tickets for the gardens cost £6 (purchased on the day) 
and allow entry to all the gardens between 1 pm and 5 
pm on one or both days. Children are free but no dogs 
are allowed except assistance dogs. 

A twelve-page illustrated brochure with details of each 
garden will be on sale. 

The art exhibition is free and is not part of the garden 
tour although it is hoped visitors may be tempted to visit 
the gardens as well. HY 

 

 

 
Saturday 8th July 2017 at 7pm 

Lower Mill Gardens 
 

This event is designed to coincide with the Longparish  

Garden Festival and is being organised by St Nicholas 
Church in association with the Longparish Gardening 
Club and the Village Hall committee. 

By kind permission of Karen-Marie Dinesen, it is being 
held in the beautiful surroundings of her garden at Lower 
Mill. 

Cinammon Jazz are providing the entertainment. 

There is a hog roast with 3 salads followed by delicious 
desserts. Wine and beer will be available on the night at 
very reasonable prices. Just bring your own plates, 
cutlery and glasses and don’t forget a torch to light your 
way home! 

All under canvas (just in 
case of bad weather) with 
round tables for 10 or 12 
with luxury seating for 
your added comfort and 
enjoyment.  

Why not make up a table with your friends, or just come 
and join in the fun anyway. 

A raffle is being held over the whole weekend, and 
tickets will be on sale during this evening event, as well 
as at the different gardens both Saturday and Sunday. 
There are some excellent prizes to be won, and the draw 
will take place at the close of the LGF weekend on 
Sunday afternoon at 4.30pm. 

All proceeds for this event will be split between the 

St Nicholas Church re-ordering project and the Village 
Hall. 

Book early to avoid disappointment, as tickets are limited 
for this event. Tickets are £20 per head and will be on 
sale in June from the shop, or from Karen-Marie 
(720209), or Georgi Leask (720829), or John Young 
(720233). 

The event is kindly being sponsored by Pearsons, Estate 
Agents. 
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Nesting: One Performance Only! 

Following the sell-out success of One Million Tiny Plays 
last year, LCA and the Village Hall are bringing the 

Watermill Theatre to back to Longparish.  Ellen 

Robertson's poignant new play, Nesting is a funny and 

moving look at compulsive behaviour and finding love in 
the most unlikely of places.   

Rehearsals are going well and by the time you read this 
the show will have opened at the Watermill. 

 

It comes to Longparish Village Hall on Saturday 15th  
July.  The play is the same as at the Watermill, the cast 
is the same but there is no need to go to Newbury to 
enjoy this entertaining stage show. The Watermill are 
bringing high-quality professional theatre to our 
doorstep!.  It's a no brainer really!   

Tickets are £12 (£10 for LCA members).  You can book 
online here https://billetto.co.uk/watermill-theatre-on-tour-
presents-nesting  If you aren't able to do online booking 
please call our Box Office on 01264 720459.  Doors and 
bar open at 7 and the show a starts at 7.30. 

The show is suitable for children over 12 and we will do a 
special price of £6 each.   

   

 

St Nicholas Church Re-ordering 
Project 

 
The PCC (Parochial Church Council) have for some time 
been considering making some changes to the inside of 
the church. The decision has been taken to divide the re-
ordering into 2 phases. The faculty for Phase 1 has been 
granted and the work will begin during the summer and 
be complete by the autumn The changes under Phase 1 
are as follows:- 
 
1) The Font is being relocated to a position immediately 
to the right on entering the main south door. The 
traditional place for the font is immediately inside the 
main door, thus welcoming new entrants by baptism into 
the church family. The rear door doors are no longer 
used as the main entrance, as they once were. 
2) All the pews behind the two rear pillars both sides are 
being removed. This, with the font relocation, will create 
more space at the back of the church for meeting 
together and refreshments after services. 

3) There is to be a new Lady Chapel in the south aisle. 
This is for small services and baptisms, where the main 
body of the church is not required. 
4) The lectern is being moved very slightly to mirror the 
position of the pulpit on the north side. This will enable 
readings in the new Lady Chapel as well as in the main 
body of the church. 
5) The front two pews at the front on either side are to be 
removed, creating more space for wedding, school and 
funeral services. 
6) The radiators and associated pipework are being 
repositioned to accommodate the changes outlined 
above. 
7) The old chairs are to be replaced by new, appropriate 
seating. Enough new seating will be purchased to fill the 
space made available by removing the pews at the back 
of the church, so as to provide adequate seating for 
major festival services when the church is always full to 
capacity. 
 
Phase 2 is still very much in the planning stage, but 
broadly the PCC are considering the following:- 
Relocate the organ, to free up the whole space where the 
organ is located at present and the space behind it. This 
will enable: - 
1) The installation of a kitchen/servery area. 
2) The installation of a disabled toilet. 
 
Why the Changes? 
The church’s aim is to serve the people of Longparish by 
spreading the word of God and providing, not only a 
place of worship, but also a modern facility for holding 
meetings and events of all types. 
We particularly want to be able to offer teaching to 
children and young people and unless ‘church’ is a place 
where they feel comfortable, accepted and free to be 
themselves, this is unlikely to happen. Our children are 
our future. 
The church is open every day and the plans for Phase 1 
are on the notice boards inside the church for you to look 
at. We very much want the whole village to know what 
we are doing by way of this re-ordering and our 
reasoning for it. If you would like to know more, please 
ask Craig, Terry, the churchwardens or any member of 
the PCC. We would value your input and any thoughts 
you may have. 
 
Revd. Craig Marshall – Tel: 738308 
Revd. Terry Hemming Tel: 720215 
John Young – Tel: 720233 
Georgi Leask – Tel: 720829 

 

WANTED - BOOKS, CDS AND 
DVDs FOR LONGPARISH 
FETE  
If you have any unwanted books, CDs 
and/or DVDs please donate them to 
Longparish fete, which will be held on 9th 
September. 
Please drop your donations at any time - preferably 
during August - to Mayfield (on the main road through 
Longparish, 200m from Cricketers Inn). 
Alternatively, items can be collected if required. Please 
phone me to arrange collection. 

Jenny Jolliffe  01264 720207 

https://billetto.co.uk/watermill-theatre-on-tour-presents-nesting
https://billetto.co.uk/watermill-theatre-on-tour-presents-nesting
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Botanical Painting Workshops 

with 

Ros Franklin  RHS Gold medallist 

“Harvest Time” 

September 16th – 18th 2017 (inc) 

Woodbury House, Longparish 

Contact:  ros_franklin18@hotmail.co.uk   
http//www.rosfranklin.co.uk 

Tel 720768    

Hampshire & the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust 

Ride and Stride 
9th September 2017 

between 10 am and 6 pm 

The Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust is 
a non-denominational charity, which raises funds towards 
the upkeep of some 900 historic church buildings dating 
from the 8th to the 20th century.   
 
The annual sponsored Ride and Stride day is being held 
on Saturday 9th September. People of all ages, whole 
families or groups are invited to cycle, run or walk to visit 
churches in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and raise 
money for HIHCT and for their local church; half of the 
sponsorship money from participants in Longparish will 
go directly to St Nicholas.  
 
There are many churches open in the 
Andover/Whitchurch area and it is a good opportunity to 
visit local churches and enjoy the unique heritage of our 
beautiful church architecture.   You can select your own 
route and call at any church listed in the participating 
churches list.    
 
St Nicholas will be open and providing refreshments for 
visiting cyclists and walkers.   
 
If you would like to participate, please contact Jane 
Young (01264 720233 or j.young233@btinternet.com) for 
a pack containing a list of churches, stickers and 
sponsorship forms. 

 

Second Hand Rose   

Longparish Fete 
The stall gets busier every year so please remember 

us when you are clearing out your wardrobe. 

We need donations of vintage, new & good as new 

clothing, bags, shoes, costume jewellery and gifts – 

please no jumble. 
 

Please drop off items at Maiden Cottage (opposite 

the Cricketers Inn) or call and we will collect. 

Johanne Scotland 720258 

Parish Council Report from Meeting 
Held on 12th June  
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 
archived Longparish website (longparish.org.uk).   

Community Speed Watch 
Two members of the public explained to the Council their 
concerns about speeding in the village and their proposal to 
explore further the possibility of a joint Community Speed 
Watch campaign with Barton Stacey.  The Council had 
previously spent a lot of time looking at ways of tackling the 
problem of speeding and inconsiderate driving in the village 
and therefore broadly welcomed this initiative.  Finance and 
other resource issues would be discussed once there was 
more detail available on what was being proposed, but it was 
stressed that the success of this campaign would depend on 
sufficient numbers of volunteers coming forward to support it.  

Planning 
The Council had no objection to:  

 Resubmitted scheme for two-storey extension at 
Little Beck, Middleton. 

The Council also noted that permission had been refused for 
the retention of the mobile home at Testwood Trout Farm, 
and that the current application for the development of two 
houses at the Dial House, Forton had also been refused by 
TVBC.  
Other Planning Matters  
The Council had been advised that, following pre-application 
advice from TVBC, the outline scheme for the development of 
the main garage complex at North Acre had been reduced to 
three houses and that their orientation had been changed to 
lessen the impact on neighbouring houses.  The scheme 
would include additional car parking spaces, as well as 
proposals to provide a further six to eight spaces at the 
smaller garage complex.  The Council welcomed efforts to 
reduce the problem of parking on North Acre, but would have 
to look at the plans in detail to consider other factors once a 
formal application was received.  

Finance  
The Council reviewed the notes from the recent Internal Audit 
and was pleased that no substantive issues had been raised. 

Highways 
Work was continuing to address the concerns about the 
pedestrian entrance to the Village Hall Car Park, and an 
informal survey of parents from the School had been 
undertaken.  An important element in giving this a higher 
priority with HCC Highways would be the revision of the 
School’s Travel Plan to take account of the closure of The 
Plough’s car park and the consequent increase in the use of 
the Village Hall car park. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 1930 hours on 
Monday 10 July in the Village Hall.  Parish Council meetings 
are public, and parishioners are also welcome to speak on 
specific agenda items by prior arrangement with the Chairman 
– Jonathan Frere (tel:  720574, or email:  
clerk@longparish.org.uk). 

 

mailto:clerk@longparish.org.uk


Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott     July/August 2017 

 

 5 

HILL AND VALLEY 
The Council noted the need for new volunteers to help with 
the production of Hill and Valley, which is an essential 
element in local communications, and urged anyone who 
could help to do so.  As there will be no magazine or Parish 
Council meeting in August, the next report will be that from 
the September meeting in the October edition of Hill and 
Valley.  In the meantime, anyone who is interested in finding 
out more about the proceedings of the Parish Council should 
visit the relevant section of the website where they will find 
access to the approved Minutes of previous meetings.     

 

Ann Evelyn Sands July 1938 - May 2017 

The funeral for Ann was held at Basingstoke 
Crematorium on 30th May when the 
chapel was more than full with 160 
who came to say their farewells to 
her. Ann had lived in Longparish for 
over thirty years and died in the Royal Hants 
County Hospital, Winchester after spending a short time 
in both Basingstoke and Andover hospitals. At her 
funeral tributes were paid by her son, Trevor, and her 
daughter, Karen, and below is an extract from those 
tributes: 

Mum was 78 years old when she passed on Saturday 
14th May, which even more sadly for Trevor was 
Mother’s Day in the US.  It’s been so hard to say 
goodbye and we wish that we could have had more time 
with her, as we would have spent more of it together.  

Sadly, her final weeks were spent in Winchester Hospital, 
although she was surrounded by family and friends & 
whilst we know that she is at peace, there is pain and 
sadness for those of us left behind.  

Although she is gone, she has left the legacy of her love 
and generosity behind. The way she touched our lives 
will remain, and I ask you to keep those memories alive 
by sharing them with us and with one another. 

Mum was born in 1938 in Leyton, London apparently 
within the sound of the Bow Bells.  Yes, a true cockney, 
& confirmed by Uncle David. Yet when questioned she 
wouldn’t always get the rhyming slang right.  

Raised by our Nana and Auntie Teresa as one of 6 
children, David, Pat, Ken, Michael and finally Peter, who 
sadly passed away a few years ago.  

As a young woman she met our Dad, Roy, at a dance 
hall & it was not long before they were regularly dating 
and then married in 1961. They started their life together 
in the “new” town of Basingstoke, part of the London 
overspill project.  

Mum, working as a secretary with a local business joined 
our Dad in his successful business venture acting as 
company secretary and co-partner. Even though she was 
a busy working Mum, she always made sure that the 
family was well taken care of, constantly giving us her 
love and affection to ensure we were taken care of. 

Trevor my brother was born 1963, forever branded as the 
golden child by me & further supported by the number of 
photos taken as a baby, from memory the reason given 
was a professional photographer lived next door.  
Followed a couple of years later by me, although no next-
door photographer in evidence.   

Mum always said the reason I was blessed with a mass 
of freckles was she had to leave me out in the sun just so 
I would shut my eyes to stop me crying.  

Among the many things that Mum loved (not excluding a 
glass of wine or two) was the tending of the garden as 
Shane’s assistant as well as taking care of the local 
wildlife.  

The garden was a safe haven for pheasants, squirrels, 
rabbits and even deer at times. More often than not, 
irrespective of the season (come rain or shine), Mum 
could be seen in the early morning, crossing the garden 
in her dressing gown with the remnants of last night’s 
dinner and a container of nuts and seeds, guaranteeing 
that even the wildlife of Longparish were fed a good 
GLUTEN free diet. 

To all family & friends she was a strong independent 
woman who didn’t suffer fools gladly, to earn her trust 
you had to earn her respect and she could be a force to 
be reckoned with. 

Those who knew her well knew she & Dad could have 
opposing opinions, the yin and yang, the black and white, 
whilst different & sometimes spirited they complimented 
each other, two halves that together are complete.  Mum 
could be heard regularly saying "Oh Roy now that’s 
enough".  

Our Mum was a keen shopper and remarkably internet 
savvy when it came to online purchases. Although Mum 
in the later years would have trouble with a spreadsheet 
or finding a word document, when it came to online 
shopping she was a wizard. Due to the significant 
number of deliveries, the postman soon became a 
personal friend and Dad used to check the share value of 
some of her favourite companies when they went on 
holiday to see if there had been a dip. 

Mum is survived by our Dad, Roy, to whom she had been 
married for over 55 years, my brother, Trevor and his 
wife, Barbie, myself and my husband, Jon, along with 4 
grandchildren, Joel, Roni, Jessica and Jacob, as well as 
other relatives and friends who are here with us today.  

This family, and Mum’s role as a wife, mother and 
grandmother, was the most important thing to her. This is 
where she drew her strength and left her legacy. Being 
with her family and friends was what she enjoyed most. 
Her love and care for her family remained her focus; she 
gave and showed us her love and affection in so many, 
many ways.  

 
Longparish School News 

Lower Mill Visit 

On Friday 16th June 2017, Chaffinch class was lucky 
enough to visit the Lower Mill. Guided by the experienced 
tour guides, Mr and Mrs Blocksidge, our heads were 
overflowing with interesting and amazing knowledge 
about the river Test’s sensational Lower Mill. 

The House that sits on the river was built an astonishing 
94 years ago, in 1923. The first mill however, was 
constructed and installed in the year 1100. As it is 
symmetrical, especially from a birds-eye-view, The Lower 
Mill house is known as ‘The Butterfly House’. 

Chaffinch class learnt some absolutely crazy facts whilst 
on their eye-opening trip. Included in these funny, hard-
to-believe facts are: on the luscious riverbanks, there is 
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an Indian Bean tree - despite the name, it isn’t from India, 
and it doesn't grow beans! Indian Bean Trees are 
actually extremely rare!  

Also, the Dawn Redwood Tree (The Skeleton Tree) was 
thought to be extinct, but in 1944 one tree was 
discovered in China. So the owners of the land upon 
which the tree rested, collected the seeds and donated 
them to people who had enough space to plant them. 
Scientists can date the trees back to 40 million years 
ago! 

The Lower Mill has got many sluice gates, all refurbished 
in 1905. Sluice gates stop water entering the house when 
enough water is already arriving in the house tanks. 4 
degrees is taken out of the crystal clear water, into two 
exchange tanks which keeps the water at 70 °C, heating 
the house steadily at 22 °C. 

The gardeners at Lower Mill wove deflectors out of hazel 
to help prevent the dreaded erosion of the riverbanks. 
Erosion can lead to many problems; factors like wind and 
rain can cause the erosion of the land at the edge of the 
river and high river volume also impacts the health of the 
riverbank. In some areas, native plants have been 
removed from the riverbank, leaving the soil very 
vulnerable to sudden or chronic erosion. 

Used in WW2 as a vegetable patch in the campaign ‘Dig 
For Victory`, a beautiful vast stretch of land, mirrors a 
lake with a lot of history. Originally, this man-made lake 
was made to breed crayfish – an Italian delicacy – in 
order to pay the gardeners’ wages, but the lake wasn’t 
very lucrative, so now it resembles a sparkling lake which 
homes moorhens and coots. These birds nest on an 
island that they created themselves. 

The first mill was originally a Fulling mill, used to take 
lanolin oil out of sheep's wool. In later years the mill was 
used to produce beer. Mrs Dinesen uses it to take 4°C 
out of the water to heat her house, using steel sheets. 

We had an amazing time at Lower Mill, thank you Mrs. 
Brewer for taking us there, Thank you to Mrs Dinesen for 
letting us use her grounds and finally thank you to Mr and 
Mrs Blocksidge for an amazing tour.                           

By Charlotte 

 

 
 
 
 

 

LCA Tuesday Talks  
Our popular talks by villagers 
(mostly) for villagers resume in 
October. The programme is still 
work in progress, but we hope to 
offer you experiences of life in 
Mityana and the Mysteries of Easter Island - and that’s 
just for starters… Dates for your diaries: 

·         10th October 

·         14th November 

·         12th December 

·         9th January 

·         13th February 

·         12th March 

Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Doors 
open at 7pm. Admission is free but a donation is 
welcome to offset the cost of hiring the Village Hall. 
There is a cash bar. 

 

Longparish Cricket Club 

Longparish's return to the top tier of 
the Hampshire Leagues has been 
better than many dreamed off as 
they have remained in the top half 
of the table from Day 1 and 
currently sit seventh after wins against New Milton II , 
Hook, Hythe and Dibden United Services Portsmouth 
and unbeaten league leaders Portsmouth & Southsea, 
and a brace of defeats, one away at Lymington II the 
other a bad day at the office at home to Shrewton. 

Three Divisions down Longparish II are occupy a similar 
league position after wins against Alton III, Medstead and 
St Cross IV and one wicket defeats to Sparsholt II, 
Wherwell and a bit of thumping in high heat away at 
Ramsdell. 

Longparish III also sit seventh in their division after wins 
against Broughton, Hursley Park IV, Michelmarsh & 
Timsbury II and Farley II and defeats to Laverstock & 
Ford and St Mary Bourne. 

Midweek 20/20 cricket sees Longparish sit mid table in 
the top division and through to the semi final of the 
Tichborne Trophy where in a repeat of last year's' final 
they face holders SPL side Tichborne Park. 

The school summer holiday sees the colt's cricket 
season come to an end. Longparish U11, U13 and a U15 
have had a tremendous season with few games or 
training sessions lost to the rain.  Two training nights a 
week are attended by over sixty colts, several of whom 
have represented the Longparish senior sides and 
league representative sides in 2017. Thank you to 
everyone who puts so much time and effort into not only 
the running but also supporting the Colts sides. 

Thank you to everyone who supports Longparish Cricket 
Club through Hundred Club membership. New members 
are always welcome; email alisonallen1@hotmail.com if 
you would like to join.  

Chris De Cani 
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The Woodcock Room – a Longparish 
family honoured 

The contribution of the Woodcock family to Longparish 
over more than two and a half centuries is to be 
recognised by naming the village hall meeting room The 
Woodcock Room. 

The proposal was unanimously approved at the annual 
general meeting of the village hall committee and had 
already found favour with the parish council and the PCC 

John Woodcock, without doubt our best-known villager, 
represents what may prove to be the final direct chapter 
in the history of the Woodcock family in Longparish. 

On hearing the news John said “It is of course a great 
honour but it is important to remember that it recognises 
all my forebears and certainly not just me.” 

The Woodcocks have made a lasting contribution to 
Longparish. Many villagers have for some time believed 
it is important the dynasty is remembered in some 
permanent form.  

In the 1830s Canon Henry Woodcock brought education 
to the children of the village by providing 4 acres of land 
and building the first Longparish School. The present 
school, constructed on the same site, bears a plaque 
taken from the original building. 

Burnaby Greene, as rector of Longparish for 63 years 
and husband of John’s Great Aunt Amelia, did much to 
enhance the church. He also provided the Ashburn Rest, 
iconic and still useful. A memorial to Amelia stands on 
the corner opposite the school. It is sometimes mistaken 
for a war memorial.  

John’s father Parry Woodcock (pictured above) was a 
driving force behind the building of Longparish Village 

Hall, which he officially opened in 1910.  Following recent 
restoration, the now splendid hall will remain the centre 
of social life in the village for many years to come. 

In the first war, as Rector, Parry, then a bachelor, bore 
the grief of families who lost loved ones, many of whom 
sought solace from him. He was deeply affected by this 
for the rest of his days and made a considerable 
donation to the war memorial here. 

John spent much of his time away as cricket 
correspondent for The Times, for which he has written for 
an incredible 64 years. Nevertheless, he has made his 
own contribution, to the church, local sport and other 
village activities.  

He brought many of Australia’s and England’s cricketing 
personalities here to play.  They provided inspiration for 
the local team to win the National Village Cricket Trophy 
at Lords in 1987 ahead of 800 village teams. 

A measure of the respect in which he is held is that more 
than 500 people attended two days of John’s 90th 
birthday celebrations last summer. 

The retiring chairman of the village hall committee Brian 
Sanders said: “It is very appropriate that the Woodcock 
family should be remembered in this way.” 

Henry Yelf   09/06/17 

 

 
 

BARTON STACEY WI 
We meet on the last Thursday of every month at 
7.30pm in the Barton Stacey Village Hall.   
Put these dates in your diaries now:     
  
27th July - Woofability - Assistance dogs 
transforming lives 
                                                                
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME – all ladies 
are very welcome to attend a meeting for free to try 
us out.   Cake not compulsory but always available! 

 Barton Stacey WI Committee 
 
 

 
Remember, Remember the 9th of September! 
 
Longparish Fete, Saturday 9th September 12pm – 4pm 
(See inside front cover for details) 


