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So Mark was our Most Improved Man. The Most
Improved Woman was Sandra Doney and Frankie Arnold
was our Rising Star. As well as the usual trophies they
were presented with Christmas gifts
LCA acts as an umbrella organisation offering support for
existing village groups and also for people wanting
to start a new group or activity in the village. This
support can include providing banking facilities, start-up
loans, grants for equipment, cash flow support, public
liability insurance and grants for group organisers to
attend training to run their own activities.
As a founder member and chairperson for LCA since its
beginnings in 2006, Fiona Gould has been at the heart of
LCA. However, Fiona has decided that after 10 years it
was perhaps now time to stand down as chairperson.
Andy Jolliffe has now taken over that role. Fiona will
however continue to be very much involved, as she is
staying on with the committee for 2017.
LCA membership costs just £1 per year, and gives free
access to LCA Film Nights and Tuesday Talks plus
discounts for some of the events. LCA members can
also borrow, or hire, a range of equipment owned by
LCA, which includes - large party tents, BBQs, glasses
and outdoor party games. A full list of equipment can be
found online.
www.longparish.org.uk/lca/equipment
Longparish readers will find a form for 2017 membership
on the back of their Longparish diary insert.
HOW TO KEEP IN TOUCH
LCA events are always advertised in Hill & Valley. You
can also hear about them first, plus keep up to date with
what’s going on in Longparish through LCA’s page and
active group on FaceBook.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Longparish
https://www.facebook.com/Longparish

If you’d like to subscribe to the LCA email list to receive
notifications of events in Longparish, or to contact us
about anything else, please email us.
lca@longparish.org.uk

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month Handicap Race
The promised sun did not break through and it was cold
and dreary for the December run or dreich as the Scots
say. But this did not deter the 19 hardy runners.
Matt Rowe and Jeremy Barber battled for the lead but
lost heart when Mark Curtis swept past at high speed at
around 4K and went on to be first home by well over a
minute. Well done!

Afterwards we were revived with mince pies and mulled
wine.
Thanks very much to Sam Arnold for taking photos,
Maggie Barber for refreshments, the Wearn family for
putting out the signs, Rob Bryan for collecting them,
Maggie and Joanna Roebuck for marshalling and to the
Cricket Club for the lovely venue.
Our next race is on Sunday 8th January starting at the
usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. So if your
New Year Resolution is to get leaner and fitter please
come along. Everyone is welcome especially volunteers
to help (running is not essential). If you'd like to run it is a
handicap race so people of all abilities have a chance to
win.
You can see the full results and photos and find more
information and the entry form in the L2SOTM area of the
Longparish website
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/

LCA – Tuesday Talks
In December Mike Johnson,
who was the 574th Master of
the Worshipful Company of
Pewterers, gave a
fascinating account of its
history, traditions and charity
events.
Next talks:
10th January: A short walk into the Stone Age.
Matthew Dryden on his recent trip to Papua.
14th February: It is rocket science! Martin Crook
tells us about some of the successes and disasters
of working in the extreme cold of outer space.
14th March: to be confirmed
Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Doors open at 7pm. Admission is free but a
donation is welcome to offset the cost of hiring the
Village Hall. **There is a cash bar**
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Miss Potter
rd

Tuesday 3 January
2pm (doors open 1.30pm)
Film Show in
Longparish Village
Hall
The very English life
of Beatrix Potter marked by Victorian
constraint and lost
love - starring
Renée Zellweger
and Ewan
McGregor.
Come and escape post-Christmas blues and enjoy our
film which will be followed by a delicious cream tea and
a raffle.
All welcome. Free to LCA members. Join or renew your
membership for £1 on the door.
Please contact Maggie on 720459 for more information
and to reserve your place.

LCA Coffee Shop
Friday 13th January
10am-noon
The LCA coffee shop is open the second
Friday of the month. Everyone is welcome.

Monday Night at the Movies
Our season of movies continues on
Monday 16th January in the Village
Hall. Please check the Village website
for movie scheduling or ring David on 07747 014519.
Doors open from 7.15pm. Entry is free to LCA members
(donations gratefully received) – you can join or renew
your membership on the night for £1.00. Cash bar.
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LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
Longparish Village Hall
Tuesday 24th January at 7pm
Annual enrolment and talk on the “The Honey Bee” by
Becky of BeckysBeezzzzs.co.uk
Annual subscription £20 per person or £35 per couple.
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 720325
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com or Marion Bell 720205.

Pints of View!
Come to the Cricketers for
an informal discussion over
a pint or two
on Wednesday 11th
January from 8pm.
The topic (at least the one
we start with…) will be published via the LCA
Facebook page nearer the time.
To suggest a subject for a future meeting,
please contact Terry (720215) or Georgi
(720829).

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) News
Happy New Year!
Many thanks to everyone who supported FoLS events in
the run up to Christmas. We had a busy end of the year
with the Secret Life of Pets Film afternoon, Christmas
tree sale, Christmas bazaar and children's Christmas
party. Money raised went towards new play equipment
in the playground and we are pleased to confirm that with
FoLS and the School Council's fundraising, there is now
enough to purchase the equipment.
Over the next few months we are planning the following
events, so keep the dates free in your diary: Saturday 4th February - Bingo night - all are welcome
Sunday 5th March - Film Afternoon
Sunday 9th April - Easter Egg Hunt and Duck Race
More details to follow in Hill and Valley and on Facebook.
As ever, if there are other events you would like to see or
you are able to help with organising events, please get in
touch at chairfols@gmail.com. Penny Billingham

ST NICHOLAS FAYRE
A big thank you to everyone who helped to make the St
Nicholas Fayre such a great success. Thank you
especially to all those who baked, made jams, made
wreaths, donated items for the hampers and raffle prizes,
manned stalls, came and sold their wares, and of course
all of you who came and supported it.
A wonderful profit of nearly £1,900 will be shared
between St Nicholas Church and Bukanaga School and
Church in Mityana, Uganda.

Recent FoLS 100 Club Winners
November
£20 Mr S Troughton (number 15)
£10 Mr and Mrs Wills (number 44)
£5 Laura Harding (number 84)
December
£100 Mrs S Crook (number 58)
£50 Mrs E Chamberlain (number 16)
£25 Mr and Mrs G Mottley (number 80)
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Longparish Playgroup
It's been a busy and festive month at Longparish
Playgroup with Christmas card making, Christmas cake
baking, a trip to the Lights Theatre in Andover to see 'The
Night Before Christmas' and all sorts of other festive
activities including making snow globes and painting with
glitter paint.
The children practised hard to perform a lovely nativity
play which we would like to thank Raymond Brown for
kindly sponsoring this year and they also sang for the
Recycled Teenagers.
We have a new clothes bank behind the Village Hall so if
you have any old clothes please put them in and all
money raised will go towards playgroup activities
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH - THE
KINGFISHER

Burns Supper and Ceilidh
Saturday 28th January 2017
Village Hall
7.30pm – 11.30pm
Once again a Burns Supper & Ceilidh is to be held in
Longparish Village Hall on Saturday 28th January 2017
with a traditional Burns Night menu, entertainment, piper
and a live Ceilidh Band and caller.
Bring your own ‘Bar’ and your dancing shoes!
Tickets £30 per person
**Tables of 8 can be reserved**
Please contact John Findlay on 07766 351083 for a
booking and menu form. Tickets sold out very quickly
last year so please complete the form and return with
your remittance to John Findlay, 81 North Acre by the 7th
January.
John Findlay

New Year - New You? Why not try the local
Community FitClub. It runs twice a week from Longparish
Community Hall and offers a varied exercise programme
suitable for all levels of fitness along with structured
balanced nutritional advice.
We offer all attendees a free wellness profile with
metabolic analysis and body composition testing. There
is also an option to enter a challenge, with the chance to
win regional and national cash prizes; a great incentive to
keep you on track!
FitClub is Tuesday & Thursday 6:30pm - 7:30pm.
For more details please contact Sarah Blocksidge 07752
827098

LCA date for your diaries on Saturday 15th July, the
Watermill Theatre Company will be
returning to Longparish with
'Nesting'. Further details to follow in
future editions of H&V.

I have been asked by a few people to do the kingfisher
again. The kingfisher is one of my favourite birds, only
usually seen as a flash of blue as it flies by.
Its plumage is bright blue above an orange-chestnut
underneath; a white throat and a little white mark either
side of its neck. Its flight is rapid and low over the water.
You don't see many this time of year as they disperse in
the autumn.
They begin nesting in early April. A tunnel is excavated
in the bank (stream, river, gravel pit), which is 45-90cms
or 17-35 inches long with a chamber at the end. The site
is chosen to provide a reasonable degree of protection
from predators.
6-7 round, glossy, white eggs are laid, incubated for 1921 days and fledge after 23-27 days. Once the eggs
have hatched both parents feed the young. The nesting
chamber becomes very smelly and dirty so often when
the parents leave the nest they will dive into the water to
clean themselves. Once the young leave the nest they
will be fed for just a few days. Then they are driven out
of their parents’ territory to fend for themselves and allow
the parents to start on their next brood. So they have to
learn how to fish very quickly or starve. Their main
source of food is fish, which is caught by the bird sitting
on a branch or reed over the water and diving in when
they see a fish.
I would like to wish everyone a happy New Year and
thank you for reading my column. If anyone would like
me to write about any bird please do let me know.
Chris Bowman

Happy New Year
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all our readers a very
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year! Thank you for all
your contributions throughout the year. The magazine would
not be the same without YOU!
LP Editor
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1st Longparish Rainbows
To register your daughter please
visit:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-forparents/register-your-daughter
or contact, Clare Sykes on:
longparishrainbows@gmail.com
Clare Sykes

Longparish Cricket Club

January 2017

Eaten too many mince pies over
Christmas?
Come to Smooth Movers and get fit for the New Year.
Low impact exercise and stability to music led by Lauren,
a qualified fitness and dance instructor. Longparish
Village Hall every Thursday morning at 9.15am. Phone
Sarah Harris, 01264 720437 for details or just turn up on
the day.

Fair Game

Thank you to everybody who bought
Christmas Draw tickets, donated prizes
or attended on the night.
The draw made £277 and the winners
were as follows:
Lisa White – Purse
Ray Smith - Brandy
Harry Randall - Chocolate Biscuits
Chris Clarke - Wallet
Anne Hammond - Gift Set
Claire Owen - Whisky
Callum White - Sweet Selection (Donated by
Sainsbury’s)
James Young - Asti
Chris Dale - £10 Voucher (Donated by Tesco)
Matt Jackman - Crackers
Pauline Dale - Purse
Ken & Johanne - Bag
Paul Blackmore - Christmas pudding
Nanny Oliver - Purse
Alfie Smith - Wallet
Kelly Savage - Wallet
Dan Bearpark - Purse
Justin Randall - Key Case
Christmas Hundred Club Draw Winners
£50
£25
£25
£20
£20

Nicola Smith
Dan Pomroy
Jo Jackman
Allen Snow
Martin Lowry

£10
£10
£10
£10

Luke Benzing
Dave Herbert
Gary Taplin
Charlie Motley

Steady and Strong class – Village Hall
These exercises have been used in strength and balance
programmes across the world and throughout the NHS.
These exercises have shown to reduce falls, and injuries
due to falls.
Do you want to remain independent and live life to the
full? These exercises increase strength and improve
balance and confidence. They are easy and natural
movements that can be done seated or standing.
Please try one class - the first is free.
Tuesday classes commence mid-March. Call Luana
07449665934 to express your interest in participating in
this life enhancing class.

Grey partridge are clear winners this year, with both the
gold and silver prizes in the 2016 Purdey Awards for
Game and Conservation given to estates that have
provided “exemplary and successful” restoration projects
for these native birds. The silver award went to Richard
Wills, owner of the Portway Estate, where for the last 8
years he has been leading a wild grey partridge
restoration project, alongside a wild pheasant and redlegged partridge shoot. His aim is to achieve a
sustainable, shootable surplus, and with a spring count of
65 pairs of wild greys, from one pair in 2008, he is close
to achieving his ambition.
Mr Wills stated that this award would not have been
possible without the hard work of the gamekeepers who,
with the farming contractors, Lakeworth Farming Ltd,
have provided a framework for success by:


Sowing 17 ha of wild birdseed and nectar mixes,



Creating 10 ha rough grass margins,



Leaving 33 ha of unharvested cereal headlands
along with over-wintered stubbles



Leaving 3 ha of fallow plots for Lapwing and
Skylark,



Constructing 5,000 metres of beetle banks, and


Planting or laying 7,000 metres of hedgerows
All this work has resulted in an increase in farmland bird
numbers, in particular Goldfinches, Yellow Hammers,
Linnets, Skylark, Fieldfare, Redwing, as well as Lapwings
and Stone Curlews.
The judging panel, which was led by the Duke of
Wellington, commented: “By providing appropriate
habitat through their conservation work landowners are
enriching the country’s wildlife and natural biodiversity”.
“They show what a well-run shoot can do to preserve and
develop nature and wildlife” said Richard Purdey,
praising this year’s winners. “They also display great
leadership and demonstrate what the shooting and
farming communities can achieve by working together”.
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Hampshire Tudor Mansion
Needs Your Help

January 2017

Jeremy Barber's Yemen Appeal
As organiser of the monthly village race I'm going to use
running to help with the Yemen crisis. This is Udai Faisal
who died a couple of days after the picture was taken.

Make 2017 the year you give back to your
community and become a volunteer at The Vyne.
Tick off a New Year’s resolution by tapping into your
charitable side and help to save North Hampshire’s much
loved National Trust property, The Vyne. This former Tudor
mansion is embarking on a major roof conservation project
to save the property from water damage. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity for local communities to get involved
and protect The Vyne for future generations to enjoy.
The Vyne has stood strong for 500 years; it has seen kings and
queens come and go but now it’s losing its battle against age
and the elements. In October 2016 the property began its
£5.4 million project to re-tile the mansion roof and repair the
wonky chimneys.
The roof project is an
opportunity for visitors to
see The Vyne as never
before. From early 2017
the mansion will
showcase a new layout
including exciting
interactive and immersive
experiences. From March
onwards, visitors who are
curious about the roof
works will be able to scale
new heights with an allaccess rooftop walkway.
This lift-accessible
walkway will give visitors
a 360-degree view of the
works below and a unique bird’s-eye view across the estate.
Much like the carpenters of the past, visitors will get the
opportunity to leave their mark on The Vyne and ‘Tag-a-Tile’
to go on the new roof for a small donation of £5. Tag-a-Tile
will start from February 18th onwards and all proceeds go
towards funding this vital conservation work.
With the start of such a large project The Vyne is calling all
local people with a passion for heritage to come and join their
team. Volunteers will be crucial to making this project a
success and The Vyne simply cannot do it without you. There
are two key roles available; roof guides and events assistants.
Roof guides will supervise the walkway and talk to visitors
about the history of The Vyne, whilst event assistants will
oversee fundraising activities and special events such as Taga-Tile.
Making new friends, learning new skills and helping to ensure
the future of this beautiful estate – do something different
and join The Vyne’s volunteering team. You can send The
Vyne an e-mail expressing your interest in either role to
volunteering.thevyne@nationaltrust.org.uk or fill out an
application form online at nationaltrust.org.uk/volunteer.
Recruitment will be ongoing but the property will train their
first group of new volunteers in January and February 2017.

Udai’s short five-month life was destroyed by the raging
Yemeni civil war and the worsening humanitarian crisis.
This war and the terrible human consequences have
been largely overlooked. Perhaps it is because the UK
arms industry supplies many of the armaments that are
doing so much damage that makes me feel responsible.
I first came to realise how awful it is when I watched
Krishnan Guru-Murthy's report on Channel 4. Please
spare some time to look at it on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RLaLw1HLgc
As I write this report has had fewer than 10,000 viewings.
This compares with tens of millions for videos about
cuddly animals. Shocking isn't it?
I resolved to do a bit to help and will be
running the London
Marathon to raise
funds to support
Oxfam's long-term work in Yemen. My
target is £5,000 but it would be nice to raise more.
Please help. I have set up a fundraising page here
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JeremyBarber1

Through Virgin Money Giving, you can sponsor me and
donations will be processed quickly and passed to
Oxfam. Virgin Money Giving is a not for profit
organisation and will claim Gift Aid on Oxfam's behalf
where the donor is eligible for this.

£35 could help to feed families struggling to survive.
£60 could provide clean, safe water for families.
£100 could help provide hygiene kits to keep
vulnerable families safe from disease.

£1000 would provide some serious help.
The Disasters Emergency Committee set up an appeal in
mid-December so you may already be aware of this
crisis. If you have already given then thank you. If you
haven't or if you can spare a bit more please give now.
Thank you.
Jeremy Barber tel 01264 720459
5

Hill & Valley Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors

, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott

Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meeting Held on
12th December

January 2017

with the Environment Agency to allow permission for overpumping from the sewer at an earlier stage in any period of
flooding, but this had not yet been agreed and the promised
Infiltration Reduction Plan could therefore still not be
completed.

Councillor Vacancies
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or
archived Longparish website (longparish.org.uk).

Planning
The Council had no objection to:
 Tree work at Keepers Cottage, West Aston.
 Tree work at 3 Woodwalk Cottages, East Aston.

Other Planning Matters
The Council discussed the outline proposal from the planning
consultant working for Aster for the possible development of
the main garage court in North Acre. It was noted that preapplication advice was being sought from TVBC, but that no
formal application had yet been received. Full public
consultation would take place when this happened, but the
draft plans were available to interested parties. The current
outline plans differed from the original proposal in that the
number of open parking spaces would be increased and it was
assessed that this would lead to a net overall gain in the
number of spaces in North Acre as well as providing four
houses of modest proportions. Confirmation had also been
received from Basingstoke and Deane District Council that the
Parish Council would be included in the consultation on any
future planning applications concerning the bio-digester at
Faulkner’s Down Farm.

Open Spaces
A volunteer had completed the work to improve the fencing
at the allotments and the Council expressed its thanks to him.
A representative from the working group presented their
recommendations for the improvement of the playground,
which had been arrived at by evaluating quotations from
three companies and following broad consultation. The
Council endorsed the proposal to install a six-sided climbing
frame with a wide variety of play opportunities, and agreed
the purchase cost. It was felt, however, that much of the
additional proposed cost could be avoided by using volunteers
to carry out a number of tasks such as removing the existing
equipment.

The Council still has 3 vacancies, and would greatly benefit
from additional support. Anyone who is prepared to give up a
little of their time to serve the community by becoming a
Councillor is asked to contact either the Chairman or the
Clerk.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on
Monday 9th January in the Village Hall. Parish Council
meetings are public, and parishioners are also welcome to
speak on specific agenda items by prior arrangement with the
Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel: 720574, or email:
clerk@longparish.org.uk).

LONGPARISH GARDENS ON
DISPLAY
Advance notice that a summer
‘Open Gardens’ weekend is being
planned for Longparish on
8th and 9th July. The Gardening
Club together with the Village Hall
Committee and St. Nicholas Church are organising the
event. It is hoped that some gardens throughout
Longparish will be open for inspection along with
afternoon tea and cakes. It’s a date for your diary. More
details soon.

A BUSY HALL

Highways
It was reported that all the grit bins in the village were full in
case of severe weather later in the winter. The Council agreed
a £100 contingency for the Parish Lengthsman in this financial
year if extra work were required and no additional funding
became available.

Village Infrastructure
The Council discussed a written brief from Southern Water
about the potential increased flow in the main sewer as a
consequence of the restrictions on over-pumping at St Mary
Bourne in periods when there was a high level of groundwater
penetration such as in 2013/2014. It was noted that a lot of
work had been carried out in St Mary Bourne and Longparish
to reduce the amount of groundwater seeping into the sewer
system, and that the pumping station in Middleton was now
considered to be a high priority one, with more frequent
checks and inspections. Southern Water was also working

Village Hall Committee Chairman Brian Sanders points
out that the hall bookings diary is becoming very busy.
He recommends that villagers who want to use the hall
for parties or other events should book early by ringing
Jacqui on 07748 322533 (please leave a message) or
going to the website
http://www.longparish.org.uk/village-amenities/villagehall.html.
Meanwhile the Village Hall Committee wishes a happy
and prosperous New Year to all.
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