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LONGPARISH FETE
SATURDAY 10th SEPTEMBER
12 noon – 4 pm
LONGPARISH CRICKET FIELD
By kind permission of Richard Wills, Middleton Estate
and Longparish Cricket Club
All the usual great stalls: BBQ * TEAS * CAKES *
BEER TENT * ICE CREAMS * BOTTLE STALL * PIMMS
TENT * COCONUT SHY * CHILDRENS FUN * GRAND
PRIZE DRAW * BOOKS * FRESH PRODUCE * FACE
PAINTING * TOYS * WATER ‘N WINE …and much
more!!
PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP IF YOU CAN
Contact the Fete Committee fete@longparish.org.uk
or call: Donna Hillier 720016, Georgina Montague
720493 John Young 720233
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Grand Draw
The Grand Draw is a major earner at
the Fete. Last year it cleared over
£1,500 to support our Church and
Village Hall.
We'd like to do better still this
time so we need your help. Are
you able to give a prize, please?
Or sell tickets?
We will be very happy to acknowledge
support at the fete and in the programme.
If you can help please contact Maggie Barber on 720459
or email fete@longparish.org.uk

The Queen’s Big Birthday Bash

Call to Action: For the Water ‘n Wine Stall - could we
request that over the summer you collect any empty
screw-top wine bottles (with lids) and drop off, in
boxes if possible please, to: Sarah Jarman,
ORCHARDS, SOUTHSIDE ROAD (leave outside
garage door). Thank You!

Second Hand Rose at Longparish Fete
Once again the ever-popular Second Hand
Rose stall will be featuring at Longparish
Fete.
The stall gets busier every year so please
remember us when you are clearing out
your wardrobe.
We need donations of vintage, new & good
as new clothing, bags, shoes, costume
jewellery and gifts – please no jumble.
Please drop off items at Maiden Cottage
(opposite the Cricketers Inn) or call and we
will collect.
We’d love some help on the stall too!
Johanne Scotland 720258
WANTED - BOOKS CD’s and DVD’s FOR
THE BOOKSTALL AT LONGPARISH FETE
Please donate your unwanted, surplus, new or second
hand, books, CD’s and DVD’s to Longparish fete.
Happy to take donations at Mayfield, Longparish.
Please call me first if you have a large number of books,
or are wanting them to be collected
(I am able to arrange collection from villages in the
Bourne Valley).
Jenny Jolliffe Tel: 01264 720207

The Village Choir led a musical birthday tribute to HM
The Queen with a programme of songs including Her
Majesty’s number one favourite, Oklahoma! 100 people
packed a village hall bedecked with Union Jack bunting
and flags. The audience joined the choir in the patriotic
songs with commendable gusto. Gordon Leask, a former
professional military conductor, directed choir and
audience with great expertise and Robin Smallwood
accompanied with his usual skill. We are very lucky to
have such talents in the village and such a comfortable
venue in which to enjoy them. In addition to being great
fun, the event raised £736.37 for Andover Young Carers.
Many thanks to everyone who made the evening such a
success.
The choir needs new tenor voices; no previous
experience necessary. Please contact Cathy Yelf for
information. 01264 720790.

There were also several Street Parties held around the
village in honour of the Queens Official Birthday.
Photographs are on the LCA Facebook page and we will
publish them in the magazine next month.
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LCA Recycled Teenagers

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
It was warm and damp for the June race. Despite that 10
of our 20 runners broke their handicaps and 5 of them
achieved their best ever times. Well done!.
We welcomed new runners: Adam Vaughan and Ian
Jones. Our Rising Star was Mikey Sykes who stormed
home beating his previous best time by over two
minutes. Sonia Whiteman was Most Improved Woman
and Dave Henery was Most Improved Man. Jesper
Stroier presented the trophies. Sadly this was the last
run by the Stroier family but that did give us an excuse
for some lovely cakes!

We organise monthly outings or
th
events and on Tuesday 5 July
we'll be going to Larmer Tree
Gardens & café, Tollard Royal
near Salisbury, leaving North
Acre at 10.30am, cost £5. Please
contact Corinne on 720643 for
more information.

LCA - Monday Night at
the Movies
Village Hall
Monday 18th July
Doors open 7.15pm film starts
7.45pm prompt.

Eddie the Eagle
Eddie the Eagle follows the
realisation of the childhood dream of
Michael Edwards, and his
unflinching determination to become
Great Britain’s first Olympic ski
jumper. Reluctantly aided by former
ski jumper Bronson Peary as his
coach, Eddie is unwavering in his
quest to reach the 1988 Calgary
Winter Games. Eddie the Eagle is
an uplifting, inspirational story that celebrates human
spirit, passion, and one man’s refusal to accept defeat.
Thanks very much to our helpers, Jonathan Evans,
Pauline Masters, Paul Fielding, Maggie Barber, Sam
Arnold, Angie and Abbi Bryan, to Jim, Jeanette, Angie
and Claire for the cakes. Thanks also to the adults who
accompanied juniors and to the Bryan family for putting
out the signs and to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.
The next race is on Sunday 10th July starting at the
usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. It is a
handicap race so runners of all abilities have a chance to
win. Everyone is welcome especially volunteers to help!
You can see the full results and find more information
and the entry form in the L2SOTM area of the Longparish
website
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/

LCA Coffee Shop - Village Hall
Friday 8th July 10am-12noon
The coffee shop is open on the
second Friday of the month. Come
along and enjoy coffee/tea and
biscuits whilst chatting to friends old
and new – all welcome.

Eddie’s story is inspirational. Although he was never
athletically gifted, from an early age he dedicated his life
to achieving one goal: to become an Olympian.
Free to LCA Members, join or renew your membership
for £1.00 on the night.
**Cash Bar available - Donations welcomed**

iPad Lessons
Wednesday 13th July and Tuesday 26th July,
10:30 am - 12:30pm
Longparish Village Hall £5.00 per person
Learn how to use your iPad and get the most out of
it! Contact Chris Goode on 01264 366745 or
christopherjgoode@gmail.com

Pints of View!
Informal discussions over a pint
or two….
Do come to the next meeting at
8pm on Wednesday 20th July
at the Cricketers
For more information please
contact Terry Hemming on
720215.
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH A LATE MAY WALK

I start from home down the back track - no noisy
sparrows, they must be busy feeding their young, a
jackdaw on a chimney and a collared dove is on an
aerial. Two blackbirds are having a contest to see who
can sing the loudest. I turn left and on up the road.
There is not much about only a robin singing. On around
the bends I spot a few more jackdaws in with the sheep
and a blue tit flies across in front of me. It is here I meet
up with Richard and the house martins are flying around.
Turning into the Cleeves, at The Mill, swallows are flying
in and out of the shed. There is a grey wagtail sat on the
roof with a beak full of insects and we watch for a while, it
flies down into the ivy on the side of the bridge to where
its nest must be. Moving on we spot a red kite overhead
and a great tit in the bushes. As we get to the bridge
Richard hears a Cetti's warbler in the thicket, which, after
a while I can too but I don’t count it as I only count what I
see. A cuckoo is calling from behind the alder trees.
Richard tries his cuckoo call but to no avail. We stop at
the seat to see what’s around. There’s a reed bunting
catching insects and a chiffchaff sits in the tree calling. A
small flock of lesser black-backed gulls fly over, a jay
flies by and then an egret - don't see many of them at this
time of year as they are usually nesting. As we leave the
cuckoo is still calling. We move up to the crossroads
where we turn around and see a green woodpecker
flying by. Richard hears a yellowhammer and we finally
find it sat on the wires in the field; a couple of goldfinches
are in the trees beside us. Richard then hears a skylark
which we see in the corn field. Let me explain why
Richard hears the birds and I don’t. Working with pigs for
a long time the loud squealing they make has made me
partially deaf. I can only hear certain birdcalls, which is
why I only count what I see. Moving on to Vale Farm
there are more swallows but no house martins, there are
less and less each year. A couple of house sparrows are
in the hedge. At the duck pond a little grebe has babies we counted four, the coot also has young, over the far
side quite a few gadwall and a couple of tufted ducks and
a pair of mallards. A buzzard circles high above us, then
I see a great spotted woodpecker but Richard misses this
one. We start to move on when a noise is comes from
the ash tree above us but we cannot see anything.
Then, the woodpecker flies onto the side of the tree with
a beak full of insects, the noise we could hear was the
young calling. Carrying on, in the sown field, there are a
number of lapwings with young; they are being harassed
by carrion crows trying to get their young. On to Pig
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Bridge where we see a kestrel in front of Owls Lodge,
several more mallards and a moorhen. A chaffinch has a
beak full of insects, which she feeds to her young just
above our heads; a dunnock flies in front of us, then a
song thrush. At the lakes are Canada geese, greylag
geese, tufted ducks, mistle thrush and a pied wagtail.
Then Richard spots a kingfisher right over the back of the
lake - it’s around here quite a lot. From the bridge we
spot blackcap and a few mallards, a wren in the tree
beside us singing. This is where I say goodbye to
Richard as he takes the short cut to his house. I move
on up to the road where at the pony paddock I see a few
wood pigeons, a rook and a couple of jackdaws. Five
swifts are flying overhead, then a pair of greenfinches fly
out of the hedge, and so back to the Acre. I hope you
enjoyed our walk today. In total we saw 45 different
birds.
This month’s picture is of the mallard that is nesting in
the thatch of Ivy Cottage. It was a very hot day and she
was in a bit of distress but let’s hope she hatches the
eggs. When they hatch, mother will call them down.
They will jump off the roof and bounce on the ground
uninjured, then mother will take them off to the river.
I have started a Facebook page for you to add your
wildlife photos of birds, animals, butterflies etc whether
you take a photo of birds on your bird table or when you
go for a walk. Get the children to take photos and get
them interested in nature. The only stipulation is the
photos must be taken in Longparish.
CB
Postscript: You will be pleased to know that the mallard
eggs hatched and amid an almighty racket at 5.45am on
th
16 June, mother and 8 tiny ducklings all jumped safely
from our roof, each landing with a slight thud on the
grass. My wits weren't about me quite enough to film the
spectacle but I did manage a few photos. The family then
waddled up the road in search of pastures new!
Ingrid Sanderson

Tour of the Middleton Estate
Wednesday July 6th at 6.30 pm
Followed by a BBQ

You will be transported around the Estate and given an
insight into the farming, conservation, forestry, and
sporting activities of the Estate.
Tickets limited to 50 places available from Middleton
Estate Office or by email to
admin@middleton-estate.co.uk
£10 per head
All proceeds to St Nicholas Church
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meeting Held on 13th June
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current
or archived Longparish website (longparish.org.uk).

Possible Development in North Acre
The Council was briefed by Mr Tony Langridge,
representing Aster, about outline proposals that were
being considered for the development of the main garage
court in North Acre to provide a terrace of four private 2/3
bedroom houses. The potential implications were
discussed, and the Council emphasised the importance
in developing the proposals of taking into account key
issues such as the impact on existing houses, the current
parking problems, and the single access road.
Assurances were received that further consultation would
take place before formal planning permission was
sought.
Planning The Council had no objection to:

External re-decoration at Woodbury House,
Middleton.

Ancillary outbuilding at Ropers, West Aston.

Rear conservatory at 6 Gladstone Terrace,
Middleton.

Alterations and extension to existing garage at
Honeysuckle Cottage, Southside Road.

Extension of working hours at Raymond Brown
Materials Recycling Facility, Barton Stacey.
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Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm
th
on Monday 11 July in the Village Hall. Parish Council
meetings are public, and parishioners are also welcome
to speak on specific agenda items by prior arrangement
with the Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel: 720574, or
email: clerk@longparish.org.uk).

Longparish Playgroup Open Day
Tuesday 5th July 10am to 11.30am

Other Planning Matters
The Council noted that planning permission for the gates
and wall at River Cottage, Forton had been refused and
that the planning applications for the Dial House, Forton
and Yew Tree House, West Aston had been withdrawn.
No satisfactory response had yet been received about
the commercial motor sports activity at Barton Stacey
Training Area, but some contacts had been established,
and anyone adversely affected by the next event on 18
June was encouraged to contact the Environmental
Health Officer at TVBC in the first instance. The Council
also noted a single expression of concern about possible
air pollution in the immediate vicinity of the Materials
Recycling Facility, but was not aware if this had been
substantiated or not.

Open Spaces
The Council was informed that a representative from
HCC would be visiting Sugar Lane on 27 June to
examine possible ways of improving the surface of the
track, which lies on the route of the Test Way. The
playground working group would be producing proposals
soon for improving the equipment, and spending the
money allocated by the Council and from Section 106
payments, but the importance of continuing to make
adequate provision of the skate ramp was also stressed.

Other Matters
An MOU between the Parish Council and the Governors
of Longparish School was being developed to formalise
the arrangements for community access to the
Community Hall at the School. Mr Andrew Gibson (HCC
Councillor) reported that the Council had recently
allocated an extra £10M to Highways, but that there was
considerable confusion about the way ahead for local
government re-organisation, because there were now
four different devolution proposals affecting Hampshire,
although the likelihood was there would be an elected
mayor.

Playgroup News
With the lovely weather we have had recently, we have
been spending a lot of time in the sunshine in our
beautiful outside play area. But that’s not stopped us
doing lots of mark making, building up our hand muscles
and practicing our writing skills. The children have been
using chalk on our ‘blackboard shed’ and fingers in the
sand trays
and very
special
pens on
the
windows.
All these
nontraditional
methods
are great at
encouraging this skill, particularly for those children who
are not so keen to sit at a table for very long.
With your support we continue with our fund raising
nd
efforts and have our famous Car Wash on Saturday 2
July 11am to 1pm, outside Playgroup.
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younger. He was a keen gardener, growing both fruit and
vegetables.
When he retired from BOC he loved to help Jim in the
running of the family watercress business and even with
his bad legs could not be stopped from cutting the grass.
He also loved cooking.
Jim’s two daughters, Frances and Belinda, remember
their grandfather’s warm welcome every Sunday with a
smile that many remember and have commented on.
Fran and Blinnz also received a bone-crushing hug. He
wanted to share with them the secrets of welding and
they watched him patch up his Capri with old bits of
Quality Street tin.
Bruce loved making things and for them he made fishing
rods, butterfly nets, bows and arrows, a sledge and a
giant skateboard. There are still things made by him at
the beds in Nuns Walk.
He also loved playing games and the evenings were
filled with laughter as he played with them. He not only
had a good work ethic as a welder but was also up at six
every day to do the grates.

Bruce Vanaour Smith April 1921 - May 2016
St Nicholas’ Church welcomed family and friends of
Bruce Smith to his funeral on 24th May
when they celebrated the life of a
Hampshire man, a family man, a great
craftsman who had a pride in his
profession and worked hard all his life,
and a happy man, with a good sense of
humour and enjoyment of life.
Bruce was born in Andover on 19th April 1921, one of
seven brothers, with Jack and Frances as his parents.
Jack was a mechanic and Bruce followed him when he
left school. Bruce was a skilled man and learned quickly
and worked for Portals, Kennedy and Kemp, which was
later taken over by BOC. Others appreciated his work both those whom he taught, including some from the
village, as Kennedy and Kemp was an important
employer in those days, and he was also recognised by
his bosses and was sought after for his welding skills.
This was particularly true in the Second World War when
he was taken to Southampton to work on ship
construction. At the end of his life he went back to those
days thinking about the loss of life brought about by war.
He also told tales of cycling through the Middle Way with
no lights.
He originally came to Longparish to do some work on
District Villas where he met Queenie Briggs, his beloved
Queen, daughter of the house. Their courtship involved
him cycling daily to meet her and when they married in
the 40’s he moved into the house. Queen's sister lived
next door with her husband also called Bruce. Their son
Jim was born in 1945 and with his two cousins, Trudy &
Shirley, as neighbours theirs was a happy, country family
life.
Bruce loved social life and with Queen’s large family
there would often be parties in the converted shed with
its own bar. Bruce was famous for his dancing, often
alone with his own special dance. Bruce was a great
footballer and played for an Andover team when

Queen’s death was a bitter thing for him, coming so
unexpectedly, and he never got over that and so Jim and
Sue moved in with him. He had a very happy time living
with them. When they all moved to Overton leaving their
beloved watercress beds he had a special annexe and
still wanted to help with the garden. He then moved into
Copper Beeches in Andover where he was happy and
well looked after. His granddaughters came to see him
fortnightly and though he was not sure of what had
happened recently his memories of the past were vivid.
The family are grateful for the care of those who looked
after him in Copper Beeches. The death of Trudy and
then of Jim last October caused great pain. Yet Bruce is
remembered as a happy man. His two granddaughters,
three great granddaughters, two step-granddaughters
and a step-grandson, his daughter-in-laws will keep on
his memory. The family’s tribute ended with these
words:” Bruce lived for his family, as long as they were
happy, then so was he. We can take comfort knowing
that he is now reunited with his wife and son Jim and we
are thankful for all the love and laughter and happy
memories he has given us.”

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) News
It’s nearly time for the big School Camp Out and BBQ. If
you have a child/children at School or Playgroup, join us
on Friday 8th July to sleep under the stars and enjoy
good company. The fun starts at 5pm for pitching tents,
with the BBQ around 6pm. Even if you don’t want to
camp, please come for the BBQ. Get your tickets by
Monday 4th July. Speak to a member of FoLS for more
details.
As we approach the end of the academic year, FoLS
would like to extend our thanks to everyone who has
supported us in raising money and putting on events this
year. It all counts towards getting resources for the
children at the school and we are truly grateful. If you
have any questions or are interested in volunteering to
help, please talk to a FoLS member. Thank you so much
and have a wonderful summer holiday.
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Graham Michael Healey May 1949-April 2016
Music is hugely important; it
conveys meaning in ways
that words alone fail to. It
can cause you to catch your
breath, smile happily or cry
(JCB Song) and has the
power to draw people of all
ages, races and viewpoints
together, often creating
strong bonds between
people who might otherwise
never have met.
So, I’m grateful to music – as I know many others in this
church are today – for leading me into a close friendship
with Graham. Others of you will have a different
connection with Graham, as close family, neighbours,
village friends or work colleagues and all of us are here
together to try and express our great sadness at
Graham’s passing from us.
As I began to get to know Graham better it was an easy
thing to become good friends because he was such a
straightforward, kind and interesting person. Some
talented musicians can have ‘prima donna’ tendencies
towards others, but never Graham. He was intelligent,
yet uncomplicated, funny, interested in other people and
unfailingly he saw the best in them. I don’t remember
Graham ever being critical about others, nor do I
remember anyone having a bad word about him. We’ve
all heard the saying ‘he wouldn’t hurt a fly’ and with
Graham it was literally true – he had a great respect for
all creatures great & small and would painstakingly coax
a stray wasp out through an open window rather than
squashing it, as I would have done. However, he wasn’t
perfect - his sense of humour was probably the
wickedest thing about him – it was whacky, ironic and
irreverent.
Graham & Jacqui met at a gig in Aldershot in December
1979 when Graham was playing in a band called
‘Sketch’. During the break when the DJ was on, Jacqui
asked Graham to dance. He asked for her phone number
but said that ‘Sketch’ was playing every night in
st
December, so he wouldn’t phone until 1 January –
th
which he did – and their first date was on 4 January.
This was also the date five years later in 1984 when they
became engaged. Later that year they bought
‘Tuppenny Cottage’ in Forton and were married in this
church on 20 October 1984. In November 1985 Victoria
was born into a building site! In October 1991 – with
Edward six weeks old – they bought a timber property
called ‘Juniper House’ in Southside Road, which was to
be the scene of the next property development.
Then, towards the end of the 1990’s Graham began
construction of the present ‘Juniper House’ alongside the
old timber building. The family then moved into the new
house and in 2002 the timber house was demolished and
work started on ‘Riverby’. As well as his engineering day
job, Graham worked as a labourer on the new house
evenings and weekends, carrying hod-loads of bricks up
ladders for bricklayer Des to put in place.
I can’t help wondering what Graham would have made of
today – no less than four vicars to send him off! His
comment might have been ‘have you heard about the
new film “Four vicars and a funeral”! Graham’s highly
original and zany sense of humour is perfectly shown in
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the words of ‘Elephant & the Feather’ which he wrote,
played and sang on OBN’s first recording and which
you’ll hear later at the end of the service. Graham had
several spells of illness during the last 10 years, but
never complained and only on one occasion was he
unable to play at the May Bash. At last year’s gig – an
‘unplugged’ set in the living room of our house – despite
only recently having recovered from a major operation –
Graham played his heart out and was on top form,
bouncing around as always. After the small invited
audience had left, some of us continued to play, and the
sounds and sight of Graham & Martin jamming in the
early hours will remain with me forever.
And it’s so good and fitting that the family were all
together for a much looked forward to Italian holiday in
April. This was kick-started by Victoria & Edward buying
Graham a travel pack for a trip to Italy last Christmas and
then meticulously planned and booked to re-visit the
family’s old haunts. During the first week, Graham &
Jacqui travelled alone dealing with the challenges of
wheelchair travel on the Eurostar to Paris and the TGV to
Milan. They visited old friends in Vigevano, and then
Finale on the coast before meeting up with Victoria &
Edward the following week-end to drive to the village
where Graham worked in the 1990’s and down the
Adriatic coast to Fano.
We were all hoping to see Graham and Jacqui at this
year’s May Bash but that was not to be. When the news
of his death came through on the Friday, we were all just
gathering together and at first the timing seemed a cruel
irony – it would have been Graham’s 20th May Bash and
we had all so looked forward to seeing him & Jacqui.
However, as the week-end went on we took comfort in
being able to be together at the time of his passing, reliving our memories of him and playing some of his
music.
So, it is music that starts and ends this tribute to a
fantastic musician and songwriter, a wonderful husband,
father, neighbour, engineer and - an unforgettable friend.
My faith allows me to believe that Graham and the rest of
us will one day be back together when we’ve all gone to
meet our Creator in what will be the most amazing gig
we’ll ever play.

Longparish School News
Heron class trip to Winchester Science Centre on
Wednesday 8th June, Heron class went on a school trip
to Winchester Science Centre because we were learning
about space. We got on the minibus and left school to
travel to the Centre. After a long drive we arrived. First, a
person called Mark told us what we were going to do
during the visit. Next, we met a lady called Susie. She
told us that we were going to do a rocket experiment.
She helped us make a rocket out of a bottle, fins and a
nose cone. We made them in teams of three. Then, we
went outside and launched them up into the sky. We
then had lunch and some children went on a timber trail.
Then we had a look round the science activities.
Eventually, we went to the planetarium. The planetarium
is a big screen that is all around you in a dome shape.
We saw all the planets in space. We saw the moon, sun,
stars, constellations and a lion called Leo. Finally, we
walked back to the minibus; we got in and went home.
What a lovely day Heron class had at Winchester
Science Centre!
Amelia, Year 2
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