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Village Clean Up

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH - THE RAVEN

There was a large turnout at the village clean up morning
on April 18th – at least 25 adults and 10 children! Much
was achieved and the glorious weather contributed to the
general team spirit! The tasks completed include:

Completing the chain-link fence on the roadside of
the playground.

Cleaning the playground equipment and general
area.

Clearing the stream running from the cricket pitch to
Sugar Lane.

A road sign was removed from the river by the
turning to Upper Mill.
The bus stops were litter-picked, weeded and swept.
Several Footpaths were strimmed and overgrown
vegetation cut back – particularly along the spinal path.
Miles of road throughout the village were litter picked,
filling over 8 sacks – it was noted many items, around the
A303 junctions, originated from the service station shops.
Thank you to everyone who gave up their time to help
and achieve the above; to Karen-Marie Dinesen for the
use of her tractor and trailer; to Mick Blocksidge for
driving it; to James Durrant and The Plough team for
providing tasty sandwiches and refreshments and to the
Parish Council for funding the event.
James Hillier

Ravens have made a remarkable recovery in the last

News from Kingfisher Day Centre
The Kingfisher Day Centre based in Laverstoke, provides
excellent day care for elderly people from the local area
who are finding it difficult living at home or who are
lonely, for those with dementia and those that are
physically frail.
Our thriving centre is open four days a week and
provides excellent care and an interesting and
stimulating programme of activities. A home-cooked
two-course lunch is provided during the day.
Clients have recently enjoyed a visit from the Owl
Academy, which rescues owls. Clients particularly
enjoyed petting the owls.
Another popular activity has been a visit by a Pearly
Queen. A brief history of the Pearly Kings and Queens
and some singing provided much stimulation and
enabled clients to engage in some reminiscing therapy.
On another occasion, our clients were entertained by the
Purple Group, a local volunteer group made up of ladies
who sing, and based in Overton. Music is a big part of
the day at Kingfisher and greatly enjoyed, as are other
artistic and creative activities.
We recently purchased a new minibus to provide
transport to and from our centre from areas such as
Overton, Whitchurch, St Mary Bourne, Longparish and
North Waltham. The purchase of a car has provided
additional flexibility and enables us to collect clients from
our more outlying and rural areas. Both of these
purchases have been fully funded by monies raised by
local people.
We are most fortunate to have strong links with our local
communities but if we are new to you do pop in for a cup
of tea sometime and have a look around our centre. The
manager, Nicola Smith, and her team will make you most
welcome. Our contact telephone number is 01256
893333.
Ruth Knight, Trustee

twenty years. They were confined to mountains in
Scotland and Wales, but have slowly spread out across
the UK. They were heavily persecuted years ago, being
linked to witchcraft. The most common place to see
ravens is the Tower of London where they are looked
after, as superstition holds that if the Tower of London
ravens are lost or fly away the crown will fall and so will
Britain. We have a pair that have nested in the village
and reared two young.
Ravens are a large black birds nearly as big as a
buzzard with a wingspan of 120-150cm. They have a
massive black bill, a shaggy throat, long body, broad
wings and a wedge ended tail. They are 30-35% bigger
than a rook.
They start nesting in late January/early February, usually
high in a tree. The nest is made in 4 distinct layers: outer
foundation of sticks and twigs then layers of earth, dung,
grass and roots. This is lined with moss, grass rootlets
and grass then finally a compact layer of wool, hair, fur,
grass, lichen. 2-6 eggs are laid; smooth, elliptical and
glossy. Coloured light blue to blue-green with very
variable olive-brown blotches, spots, scrawls or thin
streaks, usually towards the larger end. Incubation is 2021 days and they fledge in 45 days, but often leave the
nest before they can fly. Their food is mainly carrion and
they will strip the carcass completely. They are also fond
of eggs and will rob a nest of any eggs or young they
find. They are very vocal even when flying. It is a low
gruff, croaking tone, like a carrion crow but much deeper.
I have another new tick for the village thanks to Martin
Clay who got in touch to say he had a pied flycatcher at
the bottom of his garden. I had a very enjoyable hour
watching it. We also had a kingfisher fly past, 4-5 sedge
warblers catching insects by the river, chiffchaff, and lots
of house martins flying overhead. The picture of the
water rail last month was one of Martin Clay’s.
Chris Bowman

Kestrel
This Kestrel was snapped
swooping down to snatch a rat
off a bird table in Longparish
H Yelf
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LCA Monday Night at the Movies
Village Hall 15th June – 7.45pm start
(Doors open at 7.15pm)
LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
It was a dull morning for the May run. We welcomed a
new junior, Stephen Williams who led all the way and
finished first by an amazing seven minutes. An excellent
run; well done!
Next home, and a deserving winner of the Most Improved
Man award, was Andy Smith with a new Personal Best.
Wendy Beveridge was Most Improved Woman and
Daniel Sanderson
was our Rising Star.
Lance Mitchell and
Derrick Gardiner
both recorded
Personal Bests.
Thank you very
much to Maggie
Barber, Andrea
Williams and Pauline
Masters for
marshalling, to
everyone who
accompanied juniors,
and to Stephen, Daniel and Luke for enthusiastic help at
the finish. Thanks
also to James
Masters for
collecting the signs
and to the Cricket
Club for the lovely
venue.
The next race is on
Sunday 14th June
starting at the usual
time of 10am at the
Cricket Ground. It is
a handicap race so runners of all abilities have a chance
to win. Everyone is welcome

Longparish Baby & Toddler Group
Mondays 9.45am - 11.30am (Term Time Only)
Village Hall (£1 per adult 50p per child)
We have had lots of new mums coming along to the
group, which has been great. It is lovely to see everyone
chatting and getting to know each other, especially new
people who have recently moved to the village. I could
not run the baby & toddler group without the assistance
of my fabulous helpers, who work on a rotational basis.
Thank you to Pippa Sawyer, Rosie Lowry, Jen Sanders
and Jane Young. I appreciate your help so much, thank
you.
If you would like to join the rota and help out on a
Monday morning please contact me. If you are musical
and would like to come and sing songs with the children,
read a story or do an activity then do let me know.
Anna McAllister 01264 720210 or 07900550630

We have recently enjoyed a season of extraordinary,
powerful, amazing and outstanding films. After a few
teething problems, I hope our growing group of
moviegoers will agree that we are getting a little better at
getting it right on the night - particularly in relation to
sound quality.
Last month an audience of around 30 enjoyed 'The
Theory of Everything' a simply wonderful account of the
life of Stephen Hawkins. It was our first film to benefit
from the acoustic work undertaken to improve the sound
quality. Many of you commented on how sharp it was
and how it enhanced the overall experience. I felt the
same. A huge thank you and well done to the Village Hall
Committee for making this happen.

This month:

Kajaki, The True Story
The film depicts an incident
involving a group of soldiers,
mostly from the British Army’s 3rd
Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment (3 Para), who were
trapped in a minefield while
stationed at the Kajaki Dam in
Afghanistan in 2006.
You may not have heard of this film, I hadn’t until I
stumbled across it. Do not, however, dismiss it. I have
never seen such unanimously powerful reviews. It is
being proclaimed as the best war film ever! Check it out
for yourself on Rotten Tomatoes or Amazon, please!
Here is just one of them...
‘Best British war film ever. Hands down. Not only does it
tell the incredible true story of sheer bravery, strength,
brotherhood, and courage shown by our British troops, it
is also a fantastic achievement for British independent
cinema. It is fully deserving of its BAFTA nomination for
Outstanding Debut, and shall be talked about in years to
come. Nothing else depicts our troops in such an honest
and authentic light. A truly brilliant dedication to our
troops past and present, retired and serving. A MUST
SEE.’
Entry is free to LCA Members – You can join or renew
your membership on the night for £1.00
**Cash bar available**

LCA Coffee Shop – Village Hall
Friday 12th June 10am-noon
The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall is
open every second Friday of the month.
Drop in with your friends, children,
parents. Everyone is welcome.
For £1 you can enjoy a cup of tea or
delicious ground coffee and biscuits
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(Dorothy) Joan Driver 1924 – 2015
Now, I must be careful
what I say in case
Joan is listening. She
could never be
accused of keeping
her thoughts to herself,
and no one, anywhere
or at any time was
unassailable. Joan
became, in her 90
years, one of the
characters of
Longparish, and one of
my oldest friends.
She was born in
Forton long before it
boasted its own postal
address of Forton, near Andover, Hampshire, and then
we were all very much part of Longparish, near
Whitchurch, Hampshire. She was the youngest of the six
children, four boys and two girls, of Frank and Esta
Tonge.
Joan was born at 1 Eastfield Cottages, called so because
they belonged to Eastfield House, the large house that
was nearly burnt down a few years ago but still stands
four square above the cottages.
Joan's father worked on the roads, driving a steam roller.
Her brothers were Frank, who rang the church bells,
eventually becoming Captain of the Tower; Fred, who
worked at Church Farm; Teddy, who worked in the
garden at the old Rectory, and Bill, one of seven
gamekeepers on the Middleton Estate. Joan's elder
sister, Edith, lived most of her married life in Whitchurch,
and died there.
One Eastfield Cottages, now much enlarged, was two
rooms up and two down, but this didn't stop the Tonges,
of whom there were already eight, from asking Teddy
Harris, old Mr Tonge's colleague at work, to come and
live with them when he lost his wife. I have always
thought that as an act of charity that would take a lot of
beating. There was a time, for example, when the
thatched cottage at the foot of the garden path to
Eastfield Cottages, known as M10 because it went with
Middleton, housed up to ten Kingstons.
Joan was one of several children from Forton, walking to
school each day across Buckclose, and probably the
most mischievous of them. “She always used to boss me
about, though in a friendly sort of way" said Alan, of the
aforementioned Kingstons. Audrey Jupe, whose father
was the village blacksmith, was another to walk with
them to school. Some of them, like Joan's brother Bill,
went on to marry their Forton sweethearts.
On leaving school when they were 14, a lot of the girls
would go into service at one of the village houses. Joan's
first job was at The Curacy, long time home of the
Woodcock family, and it was from there, early in the war,
that she met Johnny Driver.
A fit and sporty young Yorkshireman, Johnny, one of our
soldiers evacuated from Dunkirk and then a PT instructor
at Barton Stacey Camp, having already caught Joan's
eye, would bring his PT squad down to the school
playing field, opposite The Curacy, to put them through
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their paces in the hope that Joan would be impressed.
She was.
Johnny and Joan married not long afterwards at St
Nicholas Church, Longparish. They lived here for the
rest of their lives, working hard, bringing up a family,
proud of their heritage and being together for over 70
years – long enough for the Queen to send them her
personal congratulations.
Although a Yorkshireman - even in his 90s he could
name the first seven in the batting order of the side that
won the County Cricket Championship for Yorkshire in
1939 - Johnny spent an incredible 36 years on the
Longparish Parish Council, 13 of them as chairman,
becoming as much a part of the village as Joan herself.
She, of course, was Longparish through and through,
often, it could be said, defiantly so.
The loss of Bernard, Joan’s second child, when he was
only 19 was a cruel blow, which Joan found very difficult
to come to terms with, if she ever really did.
She loved the church, the old hymns and prayers she
had sung and said as a child, and went most Sunday
mornings until Johnny was unable to drive down from
North Acre and pick her up.
They enjoyed nothing more than walking round the
village together and finding that nothing was what it was
in the good old days. Not that it ever is.
No history of Longparish would be complete without the
Tonges appearing regularly in the index, Joan not least.
She knew what she stood for, and woe betide anyone
who caught her out of sorts. She was an original, of a
kind which all villages are never quite the same or quite
as exclusive without.
After John died in July 2014 she moved to Clifford House
Andover where she enjoyed herself and kept all the staff
on their toes. She was always amazed that she was not
asked to pay a bill for her board and lodging, not quite
understanding that this was being dealt with by her loving
family.
To the family, of whom Rosemary was such a brick in the
way she looked after her mother and father, go all our
sympathy.
Edited from a Eulogy by John Woodcock at her Funeral
on 29th April 2015
She will be sadly missed by Bill (or Will as he was known
in Longparish), Rosemary & Peter, Grandsons; James,
Mark, Nick and Christopher, and Great Grandchildren;
Matthew, Abigail, Chloe and Ryan.

Keep the date in your diary - September 13th
As a village we are very proud to have John Woodcock
as our leading elder statesman. John is universally held
in affection, respect and admiration and this year he is
celebrating his family’s 250 years of connection with St.
Nicholas Church, Longparish. Certainly by 1765 Edward
Woodcock Snr became Patron and the Revd Edward
Woodcock Jnr became Prebendary of Longparish. Since
then there has always been a Woodcock family
connection here, with John’s father, Parry John
Woodcock, being the last family member as resident
priest here when he was Rector from 1906 to 1938. John
himself has been the Patron of St Nicholas’ Church since
1965.
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John has commissioned a new stained glass window for
the church to commemorate this long connection and we
look forward to it being consecrated by the Bishop of
Basingstoke on Sunday September 13th at a special
Evensong at 6.00pm with the Village Choir singing, to
which you are warmly invited. We will keep our 9.30am
Morning Service, to which you are also warmly invited,
and from 11am we hope you will visit the church where
we shall have a number of events and activities for
children as well as adults, which will enable you to see
the window and the church before the Evening Service.
These events will be topped off with having tea together
from 4.00 p.m. Please join us for these celebrations and
we shall publicise more details nearer the event.
Rev Terry Hemming

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) News
A big thank you from FoLS to everyone who supported
this year’s May Fayre, whether through donations,
volunteering or attending on the day. The weather held,
the band played, the children danced round the May Pole
and we raised an amazing amount of money for the
School and Playgroup.
Our grateful thanks to the following individuals /
organisations for donations:
The Ageas Bowl / Hampshire Cricket, Beckys Beezzzs,
Brasserie Blanc, Burlison Photography, Cholderton
Charlie’s Playbarn and Activities, The Cricketers,
Longparish, Esseborne Manor, Finkley Farm Park,
Freedom Joinery, Angela Harwood, Herbalife, Herbs
store, The Lights, Living Rainforest, Museum of Army
Flying, Newbury Racecourse, Owls Lodge Shooting
School, Dee Parham, Paul Phillips, The Petal Boutique,
The Plough, Longparish, Zoe Randall, River Park Leisure
Centre, Room to Float, Sainsburys, Sir Harold Hillier
Gardens, Smarties Kids, Southern Sports Limited,
Jeanette Stroier, Tesco, Thomson Reuters, Usborne
Books, Vitacress Ltd, Whitchurch Silk Mill, Wiltshire
Council and The White Lion, Wherwell
Thank you to everyone for making this event so
successful.
As a result of this and other fundraising events, we were
delighted to be able to offer the School a significant
contribution towards new interactive whiteboards for
each classroom as well as funding three picnic tables
with games on the table tops for the school playground.
Our thoughts now turn to the big School Camp Out and
BBQ. Look out for more details in next month’s Hill and
Valley.
Penny Billingham

Longparish Playgroup
We have been busy at Longparish Playgroup this month
and have been making the most of the lovely weather,
with plenty of outdoor play incorporating lots of learning
and fun, including 'Listening and Looking' walks around
the field. We took the camera with us and all the children
took a photo of something that they found interesting.
The Sponsored Walk was fun - thank you to those who
sponsored the walk and helped fund our new Mud
Kitchen.
The coal tit eggs have hatched and the children have
named the mummy 'Teaco'. It is wonderful that we can
watch them on the webcam. Bea's mother brought in
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some chicks and we talked about the life cycle of chicks.
The Middleton Estate let us watch the river Test be
restocked with trout and the children were given the
opportunity to touch one.
As well as football on a Friday morning we are having a
go at cricket and tennis too, which the children are really
enjoying.
A date for the diary: Playgroup Car Wash on Saturday
11th July between 10am- 1 pm. Come along with your
dirty cars!
NB. There are still places for September so please do
get in touch with our friendly and welcoming team: Claire
Nash 01264 720455, playgroup.longparish.org.uk
Olivia Tufnell

Village Agents Needed in Your Community!
There are 49 Village Agents in rural communities all over
Hampshire. If you are interested in learning new skills or
refreshing old ones, taking part in your local community,
and helping older people to remain independent then
Age Concern Hampshire needs you to be the next
Village Agent, covering Longparish.
Village Agents are local people who offer a few hours a
week of their time to signpost and help older people to
access information, advice, and local services. They
provide a face-to-face contact point for people who are
less likely to use the telephone or Internet service to
access information. They are also trained to provide a
basic home fire safety survey on behalf of the Hampshire
Fire and Rescue Service.
If you would like to get involved and have some time to
offer or know anybody else who might be interested,
please get in touch today! Call the Village Agent coordinator on 01962 892443 or Freephone 0800 328 7154
or email villageagent@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk.
Alternatively you can download an application form, and
find out about our many other volunteering opportunities,
on our website: www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/getinvolved/volunteer-for-us/

Longparish May Fayre 2015
Wow! An amazing

£3,912.32
was raised for our “Outstanding” School and Playgroup,
and it’s all thanks to YOU!
Whether you volunteered, donated, compered,
cake-baked, BBQ’d, supported or just turned up
on the day, a huge THANK YOU to every one of you!
Your kindness, support and generosity
are overwhelming.
On behalf of FoLS (Friends of Longparish School),
Laura Harding & Jeanette Stroier (Chairs)
Sonia Whiteman (Treasurer)
Penny Billingham (Secretary)
Registered Charity Number: 1001539
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Longparish Village Hall
A Precious
Village Asset
Since 1910
We were very pleased to welcome 23 people to our
recent AGM and all enjoyed drinks and nibbles provided
by Jacqui and Georgina! The only change to our
committee line up is the appointment of Emma Smith as
Secretary. She takes over from Lucy Smallwood Barker –
thank you Lucy for all your hard work. Jeremy reported
that our finances are in good shape but cautioned that
we need to be aware of future expenditure for
maintenance and decorating etc. Jacqui reported that
bookings are showing a steady increase and we continue
to receive compliments from hirers from outside the
village.
As far as improvements to the Hall are concerned, the
acoustic panels have now been installed. It is, I think,
quite clear that when one enters the hall, the echo has
gone and the acoustics are much better. We have also
improved the lighting around the steps and the ramp at
the front of the hall to improve safety, and will be
pressing on with the installation of wi-fi following good
feedback from user groups at the AGM.
We will be
pursuing further information from our architect regarding
a new storage building – they have given us a guide as
to the likely overall cost which, if we want to do the job to
the same high standard, will be considerable!
Unfortunately there is no further news from HCC
Highways Dept. regarding the repairs to the tarmac
apron at the front.
The next committee meeting will be held in the village
Hall on Wednesday, 17th June at 7.30pm and I do hope
that a representative from each of our user groups will be
able to attend.

Brian Sanders, Chairman, tel 720222
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U14 opener William Samways hit 47. In their next game
Longparish III came up against a strong Odiham &
Greywell side who dismissed Longparish II for 77 before
romping to a 9 wicket win.
Longparish III travelled to Tichborne Park III where they
dismissed their hosts for 174 with Nathan Smith taking 5
for 33 and Dan Bearpark 3 for 4, in reply every batsman
made a contribution but the innings ultimately closed 58
runs short. In their home game with Fawley IV
Longparish III batted first and made a mammoth 218 for
8 with Dan Pomroy hitting 38, U14 Callum Giles, 49 and
skipper Martin Bearpark 94, the wickets were shared
around in the Fawley IV reply that ended 141 runs short.
Longparish U15 have yet to play a competitive game.
One game was lost to the rain and two were lost because
the opposition couldn't raise a team, which is a shame
because the colts cricket season is very short.
Longparish U13 have also lost two games to the weather
but managed to take the field against Hursley Park U13
who set a target of 105 from their 20 overs with Harry
Cardno, Arlo Matley Luke Benzing and Liam Whitehorn
picking up wickets. Cardno also contributed 18 with the
bat but the innings closed 23 runs shy of the target.
Longparish U11 have also lost two games to the
weather, but their cup game with Hursley Park was an
exciting affair in which Ben Wills, Alfie Smith, and William
McDermott took wickets and Harvey Randall, Harry
Randall, Zac Allen, and Tom O'Sullivan scored runs.
Unfortunately the complicated outfield mower cashed in
its chips this month so the outfield is currently being cut
by the back up gang mowers dragged by bullocks. A
replacement is currently being sourced. The outfield is an
important part of the club, in use not only on match days
but also for training young and old alike, without it we are
reduced to a crown green bowling outfit.

100 Club
Thank you to all who take membership of the Longparish
Cricket Club Hundred club and every penny helps cope
with grass cutting crises such as this. This month's
winners are as follows:
£35 Anne Herbert £15 Ed Gairdner £15 Christian
Dawson

Longparish Cricket Club
The Longparish 1st XI started
their outdoor campaign with a
disappointing 19 run loss in a
low scoring match with United
Services, who were all out for
148 with Harry Martin taking 5
wickets for 23, and William de
Cani top scorer with 40. The
following week, Andover II were the visitors. Batting first
they lost early wickets and finally closed on 138 for 9,
with Harry Martin again in the wickets with 4 for 22.
Longparish lost early wickets but the middle order batted
sensibly seeing Longparish through to an exciting 1
wicket win with 9 overs remaining.
Longparish II got their season off to a flyer with a 35 run
win over an under strength St Mary Bourne side, in which

Recycled Teenagers
We organise regular outings
and other events using Test
Valley Community Service’s
minibus for transport. This
month, on 2nd June we will
be visiting Hayling Island
(nice flat seaside and a Fish
& Chip shop!). Why not join
us for just £3?
If you or someone you know is
interested in booking or you would like
further information please contact Corinne on 720643.
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meeting Held on 18 May
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or
archived Longparish web-site (longparish.org.uk).

Procedural
Following the elections on 7th May, Christian Dryden, Jonathan
Frere, Keith Saunders and Jim Sawyer were elected as
Councillors. Jonathan Frere was re-elected as Chairman at the
start of the meeting and James Hillier, Natasha Rouse and
David Smith were then co-opted onto the Council and will
assume their appointments, following completion of
Declarations of Acceptance and the Register of Pecuniary
Interests, at the next meeting. David Drew was welcomed as
the new District (TVBC) Councillor for Harewood Ward.

Planning
The Council had no objection to:

Enclosure of front porch and rear veranda at
Springfield House, Southside Road.

Other Planning Matters
The Council noted that two planning applications at Testwood
Trout Farm were still outstanding and had requested
clarification from TVBC. The Chairman reported the outcome
of the most recent meeting of the A303 Recycling Facility
Liaison Group. This continued to be a useful forum for
maintaining contact between the local community and the
company (Raymond Brown), and was conducted in an open
manner. The only concern raised related to intermittent
odour in the immediate vicinity of the site from the
Incinerator Bottom Ash, and ways of mitigating this were
discussed. It was also planned that an Open Day would be
held at the site later in the year.

Open Spaces
The Council was informed that the trees and bushes planted
at the pocket nature reserve were growing well, and that a
volunteer had carried out clearance work on some of the
footpaths.

Highways
Concerns about parking outside the School at drop-off and
pick-up times had been expressed, because of the impact on
passing traffic and the consequent dangers of an accident.
Advice was being sought about the possibility and advisability
of extending the existing zigzag lines to discourage such
inconsiderate behaviour that could put lives at risk.

Hawker VC Paving Stone
Suggestions were requested as to how best to mark the
unveiling of the stone commemorating the centenary of
Major Hawker’s action that will be emplaced outside the
Village Hall. This will take place on 25th July.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting, which will be the Annual
Meeting, will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 8th June in the
Village Hall. Parish Council meetings are public, and
parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific agenda
items by prior arrangement with the Chairman – Jonathan
Frere (tel: 720574, or email: clerk@longparish.org.uk).
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LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
Tuesday, 23rd June 2015, 6pm-8pm
Evening garden visit to:
Earlstone Manor, Burghclere, RG20 9NG
(with kind permission of Mr and Mrs Bruce Ginsberg)
This is a private garden with a Box and Topiary Nursery.
Numbers are limited so this visit is for members of
the Longparish Gardening Club only this month.
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325 or
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com

Hampshire & the Islands Historic
Churches Trust

Ride and Stride
12th September 2015
10 am to 6 pm

The Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust
is a non-denominational charity which raises funds
towards the upkeep of some 900 historic church
buildings dating from the 8th to the 20th century.
Since 1988, HIHCT has provided grants and loans in
excess of £540,000 to help repair, restore and
maintain churches, their contents and churchyards.
More than 300 churches, chapels and meeting houses
in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight have benefited.
The annual sponsored Ride and Stride day is being
held on Saturday 12 September. People of all ages,
whole families or groups are invited to cycle, run or
walk to visit churches in Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight and raise money for HIHCT and for their local
church; half of the sponsorship money from
participants in Longparish will go directly to St
Nicholas.
You can select your own route and call at any church
listed in the participating churches list. There are
many churches open in the Andover/Whitchurch area
and it is a good opportunity to visit local churches and
enjoy the unique heritage of our beautiful church
architecture.
St Nicholas will be open and providing refreshments
for visiting cyclists and walkers.
If you would like to participate, please contact Jane
Young (01264 720233 or j.young233@btinternet.com)
for a pack containing a list of churches, stickers and
sponsorship forms.
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