
St George’s Day Plant Fair and
Open Garden
Thursday 23rd April 

10am  – 1pm

Visit the beautiful gardens of 
Ramridge Cottage

at Tulip time. 

Plant stalls, Garden Furniture, and more.

Ramridge Cottage
Weyhill

Andover SP11 0QG
Entrance on A342
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
THE SEDGE WARBLER

The sedge 
warbler is one of
our summer 
visitors, arriving 
from Africa in 
April.  It is a 
small bird with a 
wingspan of 17-
21 cm, brown 
upper-parts with 
darker streaking 
and pale under-

parts. The head can be heavily streaked.  A dark stripe 
runs from the base of the bill through the eye, with a 
broad off-white stripe above.  As its name implies its a 
bird of water and sedges. They start nesting in May/June;
the nest is usually in sedge or reeds low down, well 
hidden and made of grass, plant stems and leaves, moss
and sedge. The deep cup is lined with hair, fine sedge 
and plant down.  5-6 smooth glossy eggs are laid; very 
pale green or olive-buff, finely speckled and mottled olive 
over all. The sedge warbler can be a host to the cuckoo. 
Incubation 13-15 days and fledge in 13-14 days.  If you 
take a moment to think about it - the bird hatches and in 
two weeks leaves the nest!  It is quite amazing really. The
larger the bird the longer the incubation and longer to 
fledge.  Their food is mainly insects and small spiders, 
which they find in the sedge and they will fly out to catch 
an insect.
Last year i saw 89 different birds in Longparish one less 
than 2013. I’ve been out of action for the last few weeks 
as my mobility scooter had broken down, so if you have 
not seen me out and about I soon will be. I was asked 
how birds find the feeders. Birds fly from garden to 
garden looking for food, so as soon as you put food out it
doesn’t take them long to find it. They will also feed at 
feeders which are safe e.g.: there is a bush near or trees 
it gives them some where to hide quick if a predator 
appears.

picture deans family                             chris bowman

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Sunday 26 April at 10.30 am

St Nicholas, Longparish

Please come and support your parish church at
the APCM on Sunday 26 April.  The meeting 
will take place in Longparish Community Hall at
about 10.30 after the service. 

There will be reports on church activities during 
2014, the election of Churchwardens and PCC 
(Parochial Church Council) members and 
refreshments.

All are welcome to attend.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
TUESDAY 28th APRIL 5.00 pm

Evening Visit to two Gardens in Crawley, Winchester,
SO21 2PU

We will be visiting Little Court, Crawley; a well-known
garden often open for the NGS and Knapp Cottage,
which is a smaller, very attractive garden not usually,

open to the public.

Members Free but please bring money for drinks.
(Non-members £6.00)

Please note change of time this visit and also price for
non-members.

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 720325 or Marion
Bell 720205

Save the date Plant 
Stall - School May 
Fayre 
Saturday 9th of May
Now that Spring is here you
may  be  thinking  of  buying

plants either for the flower bed or the vegetable garden.
Why not  buy your plants  from our stall  and help raise
money for the school at the same time.

We  will  have  tomatoes,  chillies,  beans,  cucumbers
courgettes  and  of  course  pumpkins  (so  you  can  start
growing your  entry  for  the Pumpkin  show in  October).
There  will  also  be  annuals  and  perennials  for  your
borders and containers.

If  you  have  any  plants  you  would  like  to  donate  then
either bring them along on the day or you can leave them
at Tudor Cottage. Sylvia Crook 72079
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St Nicholas Church 

Spring Clean and
Churchyard Tidy-up 

Saturday 11th April 2015

10am to 12.30pm

Please  come  and  help  if  you
can  with  spring-cleaning  the
inside of the church and tidying
up the churchyard.   It would be
helpful  if  you  could  bring
gardening tools.

And enjoy coffee and cakes and
chatter.

For  further  information  please
contact:   Christian
Dryden (720398) or
John  Young
(720233) 

Longparish Cricket Club
Longparish Colts continued their fantastic indoor season 
with a second League Title. Not to be outdone by 
Longparish U16 who last month secured the Winchester 
& District indoor U16 league title with an unbeaten 
campaign that culminated with impressive wins over St 
Cross U16 and Sparsholt U16, Longparish U14 were 
crowned league champions of the Winchester & District 
indoor U14 league at the first attempt. A win in their final 
game against Trojans U14 kept out Fairoak U14. Skipper
William Samways topped the batting averages having 
only been dismissed once throughout the season, a feat 
matched by Callum Giles and Alex Bundy, Giles was also
the leading wicket taker ably backed up by Jordan 
Blackmore, Luke Benzing, Harry Cardno, Cameron 
Proctor and Lewis Wakeford. Further silverware may 
follow in the North Hampshire indoor league as, with one 
game to go, Longparish U15 sit one point behind league 
leaders Basingstoke.

The senior campaigns in the Winchester & District 
Leagues ended without any trophies, with all three 
Longparish sides securing a mid table finish but in the 
North Hampshire Leagues both Longparish sides sit 
second and harbour serious hopes for promotion. 
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The Longparish AGM passed off without any real incident
or controversy. Nicola Smith, whose son has grown up 
and is now no longer a colt stood down as child welfare 
officer a vital role that she has performed for quite some 
time now, and was awarded flowers by way of thanks. 
Zoe Randall who has two young colts cricketers playing 
for Longparish has kindly offered to take up the reins of 
LCC child welfare and was welcomed onto the 
Committee. An extensive fixture list assembled by Ray 
Smith was run through, and the penny dropped that the 
first match wasn't very far away and shouldn't somebody 
start getting the ground ready? a motion that was carried 
unanimously and a date set to get the benches out and 
buff up the tea urn.

Longparish face a tough tie in the opening round of the 
National Village Knockout on May 3rd with an away tie at 
high flying Tichborne Park who are rapidly climbing the 
ladder of the Southern Premier League.  

This summer, Longparish will once again be fielding 
three senior sides in the Hampshire Leagues. Three 
Colts sides in the Winchester & District Leagues, A mixed
side of Colts and seniors in the midweek 20/20 league 
and a Sunday Friendly side. New members are always 
welcome as are supporters so feel free to get in touch or 
drop in to the ground on match day or training nights. 
Details of all that is going on at the club can be found at 
www.longparishcc.co.uk 

Longparish Fete 2015
This year Donna Hillier will head up the 
Fete Committee.  The fete will be held on 
Saturday 5th September.  Watch this 
space for further details and pleas for 
help.

Longparish Parish
Council

Report from Meeting Held
on 9 March

 
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the 
current or archived Longparish web-site 
(longparish.org.uk).     

Planning
The Council had no objection to: 

 Demolition of front porch and rear 
conservatory, and erection of single 
storey rear extension, at Orchards, 
Southside Road.

 Single storey extension at Forton Cottage,
Forton.

 Demolition of rear conservatory and 
chimney, and erection of rear and side 
extensions, at Wickets, Middleton.

 Creation of second entry porch and 
extension of two existing openings at 
East Aston House, East Aston.

Other Planning Matters 
Following discussions with TVBC Planning Policy, it
was noted that it would be worthwhile updating 

the 2003 Village Design Statement.  During the 
meeting with TVBC it also became apparent that, 
although the Inspector's recommendations 
resulting from the examination of the Revised 
Local Plan are not yet to hand, there had been 
some lobbying that the proposed settlement 
boundaries were too restrictive. It was therefore 
suggested that the Council might consider 
requesting that the Parish be designated a 
Neighbourhood Area, which would enable a 
Neighbourhood Plan to be prepared should it 
become necessary to follow that route.  The 
Council would also be seeking to designate the 
Cricketers Inn as a Community Asset, which would
create the Right to Bid if it came up for sale.  It 
was also noted that proponents of the wind farm 
at Bullington Cross were actively lobbying in 
advance of the appeal. 

Open Spaces
Work was underway to tackle the problem of 
moles in the cemetery and playground.  Various 
issues related to footpaths, and a list of tasks for 
the Village Clean-Up Day on 18 April, had 
been discussed at a recent meeting of the Open 
Spaces Working Party.

Highways
The continuing list of highways problems was 
reviewed, and it was noted that Operation 
Resilience re-surfacing work was due to take place
later in the month.  The effectiveness of this 
would be assessed.

Village Infrastructure
Liaison with Southern Water had confirmed that 
all the major work identified as part of the 
Infiltration Reduction Plan had been completed, 
but that further work would be required in Forton, 
as an additional problem had been discovered.

Farewell
As this was the last meeting that he would be 
attending before stepping down in May, the 
Council thanked Jim Neal for his work on behalf of 
the village as the District Councillor over the past 
fifteen years   

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 
approximately 
2000 hours on Monday 13 April in the Village Hall. 
The Annual Parish Meeting will precede it at 1900 
hours (see separate notice), to which all 
parishioners are invited.  Parish Council meetings 
are public, and parishioners are also welcome to 
speak on specific agenda items by prior 
arrangement with the Chairman – Jonathan Frere 
(tel:  720574, or email:  clerk@longparish.org.uk).

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 
MONDAY 13 APRIL AT 1900 
HOURS IN THE VILLAGE HALL
It is a statutory requirement for all parishes to 
hold an open annual meeting at which all 
members of the public have the opportunity to 
hear reports on what has been happening in the 
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village over the past year and to raise any general
issues that affect the community as a whole.  This
is, therefore, your opportunity to learn more about
what is going on in the village and to have your 
say, so please come along. 

Farewell to Longparish
After 15 years as your Test Valley Borough 
Councillor it is time to say goodbye.
I have really enjoyed the years as your councillor 
and have got to know so many of you.
It has been a privilege to serve you and I shall 
miss popping in to see people and attending the 
Parish Council meetings.
The 15 years have gone by so quickly and I have 
always done my best to look after those who have
needed help and have not been able to solve 
problems on their own.
If I can help anyone in the future with the 
knowledge I have built up please contact me.
I wish you all well and I am sure that whoever 
replaces me as your councillor will endeavour to 
look after you to the best of their ability.
I am leaving but will never forget the kindness 
you have showed me over the years.

Jim Neal JP
Harewood ward councillor

TVBC

Playgroup News

We have been really enjoying the start of spring at 
Playgroup.  We had a fantastic time at the lambing farm 
and saw 2 lambs being born and were able to bottle feed 
them and have a go sitting in a tractor.  The children 
have been using a magnifying glass to look at the 
frogspawn, all part of our topic - 'Life Cycles'.  The 
children have also made bird feeders to take home with 
them and enjoy watching the birds feed on them in their 
gardens.

This half of term Cathy has turned our football sessions 
to tennis.  So the children learn to use a racket and ball 
and many other useful motor skills.

Our song this half of term is called 'Silly Soup'.  We have 
to out things into the 'soup' that start with the same letter 
sound, e.g. Tractor and train etc.

The children brought in their favourite books on World 
Book Day and had lots of lovely stories read to them by 
some parents who came in - thank you!  We made jam 
tarts for the Mothers' Day Tea party that was enjoyed by 
everyone.

Dates for the diary: Sponsored Walk - Sunday 26th April
(raising money for the new Mud kitchen and a canopy to 
go over this play area.)  

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) News

Our focus now is on our biggest fundraiser of the year – 
the May Fayre, which is taking place on Saturday 9th 
May between 12noon – 3pm.  Bring your friends and 
family to a great afternoon of family fun!

We need your help to make this event a success.  We 
need:

 Cakes for the cake stall.  If you are unable to 
drop them off, we can collect these from you on 
the day between 9-11am. Please see contact 
details below.

 Raffle prizes – could you or the company you 
work for donate something for the raffle.

 Lucky Jars – Empty Jam Jars filled with items 
that a child would like – i.e. sweets, toys, pens 
etc. Please feel free to be creative with any 
original ideas

 Bottles of alcohol or soft drinks for the bottle stall.
If you live in the village, we will be calling at 
houses collecting these.  

 Chocolate for the chocolate raffle
 Gorgeous gifts / Bric-a-Brac
 Toys / Books
 Plants
 Gazebos – do you have one we could borrow to 

protect our stalls from weather?

Please bring any items to school on Friday 8th May or by
10.30am on the morning of the day. If you are unable 
to drop things off at the school, please contact either 
Penny Billingham on 720226 or Laura Harding on 
720298 and we can arrange collection.

If you have your own business and would like to set up a 
stall on the day, this can also be arranged - please 
contact Sonia Whiteman on 720249 or 07429195974 
for more details.

Do you work for a Company who could help with 
Fund Matching ?
Some of the larger organisations such as Banks or 
mobile phone companies will consider Fund Matching 
charity events, such as the May Fayre, if their employee 
attends the event.  Options like this can make a huge 
difference to the amount of money that we raise, so 
please do check with your employer and let us know.

We look forward to seeing you at the May Fayre.  
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Longparish School News

Chaffinch go to Marwell!
On Wednesday 11th March, Chaffinch class, Y5 andY6, 
went to Marwell Zoo to learn and find out about rainforest
animals. 

When arrived we were all given a map with numbers on 
to show where we needed to go and a sheet with 
questions about certain animals we had to see. The 
sheet had a picture that had layers of the rainforests, 
which showed where they could live.  Every time we saw 
one of the animals, we had to write down where they 
lived according to their looks and information.  Then we 
all split up into our groups and set off around the park. 

Each group could decide their own route. On our way 
round we could also stop to look at the other animals, 
even if they weren’t on our sheet.

Later we met up at the park for lunch.  Whilst we were 
having lunch, about seven large blackbirds came over 
and we all screamed! Once we had eaten, we were 
allowed to play on the equipment. It was so much fun! 
Afterwards we split up again and went round the park to 
continue finding the animals we needed to find out about.

At 2.15pm we met up at Tropical World, which has all the 
tropical plants and some animals, where we figured out 
riddles and found out about the plants. Most of us had 
never seen or heard of them before.

After that it was time to go back to school. It had been a 
long day of walking and looking at animals, but we had 
enjoyed ourselves and learnt lots. By Heidi

Rugby Match

On Tuesday 10th March, the Longparish rugby team 
went to Vernham Dean Primary School for the next 
fixture of the Saxon League. We played 3 tag rugby 
games and there were 4 teams taking part (Vernham 
Dean, St Mary Bourne, Hurstbourne Tarrant and 
ourselves). The team captain on our team was Tom and 
the rest of the team were made up of pupils from 
Chaffinch class. 

Before each match we would do some pacing drills and 
warm ups. We also watched each of the other matches 
we weren’t playing in, so we could identify the other 
teams’ best players and how they played. We all played 
really well and worked well as a team. Our scores 
showed that we had won 1 match, lost 1, and drew 1. 

We would like to say thank you to Mr Williams for running
rugby club.

By Tom and Harry         
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Monday Night at the Movies - Village Hall 
20th April – 7.30pm start (please note the 
earlier start this month -Doors open at 
7.00pm)

Boyhood
Oscar winning and groundbreaking 
story of growing up as seen through 
the eyes of a child named Mason. 
Filmed over 12 years we get to see 
him grow up on screen before our 
eyes.

The Times ***** review had this to 
say...

‘Cinema has always been the best place for time travel, but 
rarely has it been so anchored in reality than in Richard 
Linklater’s Boyhood. Shot annually, with the cast ageing over a 
dozen years, the film is a tender, funny, honest, embarrassing 
and finally transcendent portrait of a family. By filming the 
subjects repeatedly over 12 years, it captures a Texan boy’s life
from the age of 6 to 18, the flowering of a human being in the 
rough’.

Entry is free to LCA Members – You can join or renew
your membership on the night for £1.00

Donations gratefully received

Cash bar available

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race
There was a little chill in the air for the running of the 
100th Longparish Second Sunday of the Month race 

(L2SOTM). With Jeremy 
away in the Falkland 
Islands competing in the 
Standard Chartered 
Stanley Marathon, race 
organisation fell to Andy 
Smith and Tony Reid. It 
was an eye-opener to 
see how much work 
Jeremy and Maggie put 
into organizing each run 

and how they must now have it down to a fine art. 
Jeremy had left a 31-bullet point list of instructions! 
Anyhow, all went well and first home and winner of the 
Rising Star trophy, with a huge improvement on his 
previous time, was Jenson Paddy. Next, running off an 
estimated time, was Tanya Timms. Third home and the 
Most Improved Man was Jim Dundas and next was 
Angela Dewey who with a PB was the Most Improved 
Lady.

Thank you to Oscar and Nina and to all those who 
helped with cakes, refreshments and stopwatches. Thank
you as always to the Longparish Cricket Club for allowing

us to start and finish the race at the cricket ground.

This month, on April 12th, we shall be officially 
celebrating the 100th running of L2SOTM. We are hoping 
that as many people who have run the race before and 
new runners will come along. Please let Jeremy know if 
you intend to run.

LCA L2SOTM 100 
Help us celebrate 100 
races on 12 April
At the race on 12 April we'll be 
celebrating 100 races so we'd 
like to invite everyone who has 
ever run to do it again.  There 
will be medals for all runners, 

trophies for star runners and extra cake.  Please come 
and join the run or just come anyway and help us 
celebrate.  The race starts at 10am at the Cricket 
Ground.

Recycled Teenagers

March 3rd saw our first outing of the year and was a great
success!  16 of us went to The Tea Cosy at Hurstbourne 
Tarrant for afternoon tea.  We all enjoyed a lovely cream 
tea: sandwiches, scones, jam and cream followed by 
cakes; all washed down with a pot of tea – lovely!

We celebrated two birthdays on the day – Rose and Eric 
– both had a 
good time 
celebrating.  The 
Tea Cosy is a 
lovely place, with 
lots to look at, 
good food and 
highly 
recommended if 
you are in the 
area.

Our next outing is April 14th when we will be visiting 
Lasham Garden Centre, the café there is also very good 
and reasonably priced.  If you would like to join us please
contact Corinne on 720643 to book.

6



LONGPARISH CE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

MAY FAYRE
9th MAY 2015

12 - 3PM

Hill & Valley Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott            April 2015

7

GRAND DRAW
£100 1 st PRIZE

MOBILE PHONE 2 nd

 plus many more
  

TOMBOLA

PIMMS RAFFLE BBQ

CAKE STALL

LUCKY JARS

ART & CRAFT STALLS

GIFT STALL

COCONUT SHY

BOOK STALL

REFRESHMENTS

AND MUCH MUCH MORE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A STALL PLEASE CONTACT SONIA WHITEMAN ON 01264 720249
IF YOU HAVE ANY DONATIONS FOR THE FAYRE PLEASE CONTACT EITHER

LAURA HARDING 01264 720298 OR PENNY BILLINGHAM 01264 720226
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE PLANTS PLEASE CONTACT SYLVIA CROOK ON 01264 720792


	

