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Via Crucis Via Lucis The Way of the Cross is the Way of Light
Inscribed on the base of a tall
wayside cross, now shaded by
overhanging trees, on the sinuous
village road near the school and
church in Longparish, this motto is
an intriguing public statement. The
Grade II listed cross also bears an
inscription of its year of erection 1867 - with the ornate monogram of
its author, the long-serving (18211884) and well-read vicar of the
parish, Henry Burnaby Greene
(1795-1884). It faces 180° from its
original orientation because of a
lorry accident in the 1980s: the
Latin inscription was read from the
church path and school.
The vicar’s motives for erecting it
are unclear now, though the context
is discussed fully in my biography of
Burnaby Greene, 63 Years a Vicar (Andover, 2015)*
In summary, the cross may well mark the vicar’s
considerable achievement of (legally!) redirecting the
village road. This gave him the personal benefit of a front
garden, which the Vicarage did not have before, with the
public benefit of making the bends slightly less awkward
for the traveller (a sharp 90° softened to 110°). The
cross stands at the southern bend, in a corner given to
the public from land, which he might properly have
included in the new front garden of the Vicarage.
Where did Burnaby Greene get his motto? Surprisingly,
not from church tradition. Via Crucis alludes to the
established Catholic and High Church Anglican devotion,
the Stations of the Cross. But Via Lucis, 14 Stations of
the Resurrection, only received papal commendation in
2001. On the other hand, the phrase was a medieval
heraldic motto. Burnaby Greene was interested in his
own family history and may have come across it in his
researches.
However, it seems more likely that the motto came to the
vicar’s attention from literary sources. The German
preacher-poet, Ludwig Theobul Kosegarten (1758–
1818), wrote a consolatory poem with that title, published
in 1788. Kosegarten’s poem was popularised in English
by James Montgomery (1771-1854), poet, prolific hymnwriter (Angels from the realms of glory) and campaigning
newspaper editor. Montgomery freely translated and
included it - without attribution - in his own song-cycle,
Polyhymnia, published in 1822. An article in the London
Magazine printed the words of all the Polyhymnia poems
and from there, Via Crucis Via Lucis, spread through
local newspapers during the 1830s-50s.
Burnaby Greene may well have found some comfort in
the poem’s sentiments in the years after the death of his
wife, Amelia (née Woodcock), in 1862. Erecting a village
cross, would have seemed highly appropriate to him,
devout High Church vicar that he was, both as testimony
to the heart of his Christian faith, and as hallowing the
new junction between the road and church path. No
doubt he also reflected on the old tradition of village
crosses near churches.
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The cross has become an accepted part of the
Longparish landscape, the inscription now little noticed
by passers-by. It is a strange monument and we might
well wonder what the passing agricultural labourer or his
family of 1867 would have made of its learned motto and
thought about the vicar who placed it there …
Martin Coppen
*The booklet, 63 Years a Vicar (72 pages with 20 illustrations),
chronicling Henry Burnaby Greene’s life and works in nineteenth
century Longparish, with a foreword by John Woodcock and with the
generous and informed encouragement of Longparish historian, Mary
Jo Darrah, is available for £5 from St Nicholas’ church. Profits are for
the work of the church.

Beat the blues with the
Blues (and other
musical genres!)
Winter blues getting you
down? There is plenty of
scientific evidence that
singing is good for you – it is great physical exercise and
releases feel-good, happy-making endorphins. No doubt
that is why the Longparish Village Choir members are all
so gorgeously svelte, fit and cheerful! We will be reth
starting our weekly rehearsals on Thursday 12
February. If you'd like to join us please get in touch.
Everyone is welcome but we are especially looking for
higher women's and men's voices (sopranos and tenors).
There is no audition and you do not need to read music
or have any experience of choral singing. Give me a call
to find out more.
Cathy Yelf: 720790.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
th

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 24 February at
7pm in the Village Hall.
GEOFF HAWKINS
will speak on
"PLANNING AND PLANTING A BORDER"
Geoff is a horticultural speaker, broadcaster and
gardening consultant.
Raffle as usual towards the cost of future speakers.
Members Free (Non-members welcome £5.00)
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com or Marion Bell 01264
720205

Mityana 2015 - Primary School Partnerships
Our Link schools: North Waltham, Overton and
Whitchurch, Longparish and St Mary Bourne,
Ecchinswell, Burghclere and Kingsclere, Woolton Hill and
East Woodhay and Ashford Hill have all been successful
in their grant applications for a reciprocal visit to and from
their link or partnership school. This means that in
February the UK teachers will be visiting Mityana over
half term and the Ugandans will be visiting us in mid
May.
This has involved a huge amount of work both here and
in Uganda with our Ugandan headteachers all doing
British Council training in Kampala and our primary
schools and heads here preparing for the applications,
the programme of work, aims and objectives and
sustainability of the link.
1
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The Marathon for Mityana
Whitchurch resident Sebastian Owen is already in
training for the London marathon on 26th April 2015 26 miles on 26th April. His training involves him running
around the deanery and over the course of the next 4
months we are hoping to introduce him to churches in the
Deanery. He hopes to raise money for WATER in
Mityana.
In 2006 we asked each church in the Deanery for £100
hoping for two or three 10,000 litre tanks (then costing
£1000). We were overwhelmed by the support given to
Mityana and have been able to put in 15+ tanks through
the generosity of churches, schools and individuals. The
fund is now empty and Sebastian is hoping to raise some
more money for water.
You can donate by visiting his Virgin Money Giving page
(where gift aid can be reclaimed on your donations).
Please go to http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SebOwen.
You can also send cheques to Mityana Projects Trust,
Little Brook House, Church Street, St Mary Bourne,
Andover, SP11 6BL or do a bank transfer. Full details of
the work of the charity can be found at www.mityanaprojects-trust.co.uk. Thank you for your support. If you
have groups or clubs we could visit and deliver a
presentation to we would be most happy to do that.
Finally, we are looking for laptops, which we can clean
and then take out to Mityana and mobile phones (that
can connect to the internet) that we are able to sell to
support the clergy there.
Very many thanks
Dodie Marsden 01264 738211

Longparish Cricket Club News
The first week of 2015 saw Longparish
return to indoor action as Longparish I
beat Owslebury by 49 runs due mainly to
an unbeaten 46 from Scott Sturt. With
two games remaining, Longparish I look to be on for a
mid-table finish in the Winchester & District top division.
One Division down and Longparish II retain hopes of
promotion, despite losing a low scoring game to Bishops
Waltham. Longparish III have similar aspirations after a
fantastic win over Winchester University II in which Jamie
Blackmore hit an unbeaten 25, Justin Jackman 33 and
Callum Giles and Harry Samways picked up wickets.
Longparish U16 look to be on to retain their league title
after convincing wins over St Cross U16 and IBM Hursley
U16. Scott Sturt struck 35, William Samways 27 and
Harry Samways 25, against St Cross U16 who were then
dismissed 43 runs short with all bar one wicket a run out
- an 86-run win for Longparish U16 who remain unbeaten
with two games to go.
Longarish U14 defeated Compton & Chandlers Ford U14
by 2 wickets with Lewis Wakeford top scoring with 24
and with one game remaining against Trojans U14
Longparish U14 are in with a shout for the title. In the
North Hampshire indoor leagues the wheels came off the
Longparish Longhops' push for promotion. Unbeaten in
2014 they lost their first two games of the New Year to
Crown Jewels and Oakley despite 48 from Matthew
Jackman and 32 from Scott Sturt.
Two divisions down the Longparish Lappas are also in
the hunt for promotion but have yet to restart their league
campaign in 2015. Longparish U15 thumped a strong
Andover U15 side with William Samways hitting 30 and
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Scott Sturt 29. Alex Brinton and Callum Giles picked up
wickets in an impressive performance by Longparish
U15. Longparish U13 have yet to take the field in the
North Hampshire indoor league in 2015.
Hundred Club subscriptions are now due. Thank you to
everyone who supports Longparish cricket through
Hundred Club membership. £12 gets you one number in
the monthly draw and the opportunity of winning
**BIG CASH PRIZES!**
If anyone would like to join the Longparish CC Hundred
Club please contact Rachel de Cani at
racheldecani@googlemail.com or Stable Cottage,
Bransbury, Barton Stacey, Winchester SO21 3QJ.
Longparish Cricket Club Hundred Club January Draw
£35 Alex Wills
£15 Nicola Smith
£15 Peter Herbert

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
THE LESSER-SPOTTED WOODPECKER
The lesser-spotted
woodpecker is
about the same
size as a chaffinch.
It is a relatively tiny,
small billed, black
and white
woodpecker. The
upperparts are
barred black and
white, creating a
ladder effect. The under parts are whitish and unlike
most other woodpeckers, there is red under the tail. The
male also has a red crown. The lesser-spotted is not as
common as the great spotted, but there are a few pairs in
Longparish. The best place to see one is around The
Common by the trout farm but you will have to be very
lucky.
They start nesting in late April-May - the nest hole is in a
tree, frequently in a side branch and in rotten wood. The
nest is excavated with an entrance hole of 3-3.5 cm and
a depth of 10-18 cm and no nesting material is used. 4 to
6 eggs are laid, glossy white, incubated for 11-12 days
and fledged in 18-20 days.
The woodpecker’s food is mostly insects, which it finds
on the surface of tree trunks, branches and leaves. They
also peck rotten wood to find beetle larvae.
My wife was asked if I could explain how the seagulls
find the plough. The seagulls nest in the spring and
summer so they are mostly at the coast but when the
farmer ploughs his fields in the autumn and winter they
are inland. The seagull could be a minute speck in the
sky but a large tractor and a plough and the ground
changing colour is like a magnet to them. Once one
sees it, the rest follow; they know it means food (worms
grubs etc.) A good example of this is the vulture, you
see one circling and then they seem to come from
everywhere. Seagulls are not the only birds to follow the
plough. Our newest bird, the red kite, has also found food
to be had, mostly voles but also worms. While they
ploughed the field down along the spinal path there were
three red kites looking for food. Chris Bowman
Picture deansfamily
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Calling all LCA members!
Hot Potato Syncopators
Village Hall
Saturday 21st March
7.30pm
Enjoy an evening of hot,
swinging musical mayhem,
along with a meal, courtesy of
the LCA and Hog the Limelight.
The Hot Potato Syncopators present a rip-roaring
musical revue of 1930s jazz and dance-band melodies
interspersed with visual gags, delightful humour and
novelty moments. These three eccentric English
gentlemen combine lightning-fast ukulele, heart-melting
musical saw, tea chest bass and beautiful harmonies
with hilarious consequences.
Tickets are £10 each to include food (£8 without food)
and are available from the shop, from David Marklew on
720796, or from any member of the LCA committee.
**Cash Bar**

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
It was a beautiful, bright
morning for the January
race and there was a
good turnout.
The first three runners
home, Camilla
Janmohamed, Robert
Bryan and Evie Hillier all
beat their handicaps by over a minute and had new
Personal Records. So they were our Most Improved
Lady and Man and Rising Star.
Thank you very much to everyone who helped, both with
marshalling and admin and by accompanying other
runners and, of course, to the Longparish Cricket Club
for the lovely venue.
th
The next race is on Sunday 8 February starting at the
usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. It is a
handicap race so runners of all abilities have a chance to
win!
In April we'll be celebrating 100 races so we'd like to
invite everyone who has ever run to do it again. There
will be a special souvenir for all runners. To help us
order the right number please email
jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk to let us know if you
plan to come.

LCA Tuesday Talks
Village Hall
7pm for a 7.30pm start
10th February: Travels with my
Medical Bag - Matthew Dryden on his worldwide quest to
beat the superbugs and Ebola.
Admission is free but donations are welcome.
Cash bar available

The start of a new year means that it is time to renew
your membership of the LCA. An annual subscription
st
costs £1 per person and lasts until 31 December 2015.
It allows you free admission to the LCA Film Nights and
priority booking for LCA organised events. Forms can be
downloaded from the website. If you don’t have Internet
access or are unable to print, please get in touch with
Christine Beresford on 720421.

LCA Coffee Shop – Village Hall
Friday 13th February
10am-noon
Last month proved the most
popular Coffee Shop to date with
40 customers of all ages. Come and
join us in February for a freshly brewed
cup of tea or coffee and a chat.
Gloria and Nigel Goodliffe 720425

Monday Night at the Movies - Gone Girl
Village Hall 16th February – 7.45pm start
Starring Ben Afleck & Rosamund
Pike.
Nick’s wife Amy mysteriously
disappears. Was she murdered
by husband Nick? A gripping
psychological thriller full of twists
and turns.
Entry is free to LCA Members –
donations gratefully received. You can join or renew your
membership on the night for £1.00.
Doors open at 7.15pm Cash bar available
**Stop press**
In March we plan to show the highly rated Imitation
Game starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Keira
Knightley.

LCA Movie Night ‘Extra’ – The Princess
Bride – Village Hall
th

Join us on Saturday 7 February
to enjoy David and Fiona’s
favourite film!
The Critics’ consensus (Rotten
Tomatoes) “A delightfully
postmodern fairy tale, The Princess
Bride is a deft, intelligent mix of
swashbuckling, romance, and
comedy that takes an age-old damsel-in-distress story
and makes it fresh.”
Robin Wright and Cary Elwes star in this fairytale
adventure about a beautiful princess and the gallant hero
who rescues her from an evil villain. An enchanting
classic the whole family will love!
Doors and cash bar open at 7.15pm and the film will start
at 7.45pm. Entry free but donations much appreciated.
Any queries, contact Fiona on 720709.
3
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE
The new term and new year have started
well. Year 11 have been hard at work with
GCSE Mock Examinations and we have
some students eagerly awaiting their IGCSE
English results.
Our Science Club went to Reading
University with Mrs Gray and Mrs Tanner last week to
present the excellent work they have been doing to a
large audience of teachers from the local area . It was a
hugely successful event and showed just how good
Science is at Testbourne.
Our dancers are also performing this week with two
evening showcases for our BTEC students. This is an
important performance as part of their BTEC
assessment. They have all been working very hard
under the direction of Mrs Starke to produce some
excellent performances.
We are also looking forward to the possibility of a visit
from a group of students and staff from our link school in
Mityana. This is planned for later this term and will be a
very special event. Fingers crossed that all the visas etc
are successful and that we are able to welcome our
visitors.
Ruth Beasley, Headteacher

Governor vacancies
Testbourne’s governing body currently has vacancies for
three co-opted governors. These governors are
appointed by the governing body and are expected to
attend a range of meetings during the year, to read
associated paperwork to prepare for those meetings and
to get to know the school well by visiting the school to
follow up aspects of its provision. Induction and on-going
training is provided to help you fulfil this important role
and most governors find it interesting, enjoyable and
challenging.
We would be particularly interested to hear from people
with knowledge or skills in health and safety, health and
care, safeguarding young people, legal knowledge or
engineering and construction, as these skills are
currently under-represented on the governing body. If
you would like to know more about what is involved, or to
apply, please contact Sue Burton, PA to Mrs Beasley.
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Nottingham! Also, when the Sheriff of Nottingham said,
“Well whose fault was it, Sponge Bob Square Pants?”
Then everyone started singing the Sponge Bob Square
Pants theme tune!
We do have to say one of the best parts was when the
Sheriff saw a fake text to the Sheriff of Nottingham
saying, “You are Hottingham” from one of the teachers
[Mrs Varley] in the hall!
Overall, our opinion was that the show had great jokes
and humour; the actors were brilliant; the songs were
enjoyable to sing along to and very up to date, with
songs like Happy, ABBA, Somebody to You and much
more. It was a great afternoon and now Kingfisher class
are studying the story as part of their topic “Myths and
Legends.”
By Eve
Fire Fighters visit Heron Class
th
On Monday 12 January four of the fire fighters from
Winchester Fire Station came to Longparish Primary
School to tell us all about what to do when there is a real
fire.
Firstly, Tom told us about fire safety and taught us a
rhyme - “Matches and lights never touch, they can hurt
you very much”. Next he told us what to do if your
smoke-alarm goes off in the middle of the night, which
was “Get out, stay out and call 999”. After that, Alex
showed us the fire fighters’ clothes, the trousers with the
braces were called leggings, the special coat was called
a tunic and the air tank was called breathing apparatus.
Finally we learnt a bit about the Great Fire of London, we
used a metal bucket like they did in the olden times and
passed it down the line of 25 children to Jemima, who
threw the water over a pretend fire. Tom then showed us
how quickly they can put fires out with the hose. He
finished by showing us the water fan and it was really
funny because it sprayed the red car parked next to it.
The day was incredible, we loved it!
Minnie and Millie

FoLS (Friends of Longparish School)
Presents:
A Family Film Afternoon

Longparish School News
Robin Hood Pantomime
th
On Friday 9 January, Longparish Primary School were
very lucky to be able to see the pantomime “Robin
Hood”. There were 4 people playing 9 characters. The
story of Robin Hood tells of a man and his band of merry
men. There is also a character called Maid Marion who
falls in love with Robin Hood and, like most pantomimes,
they live happily ever after.
If you have ever read the book, you must know about the
Sheriff of Nottingham and Maid Marion’s mother. The
Sheriff of Nottingham was the baddie and, when he came
on stage, he would say “Aren’t I great?” and we would all
reply “No you’re not!” but when Robin Hood came on we
would all cheer.
The funniest parts were when Robin Hood had a Bounty
bar on his head and when Frier Tuck rode an ostrich
[Bernard] down the corridor after the Sheriff of

“Sing-Along FROZEN”
Longparish Village Hall
Sunday 8th February at 3pm
All profits in aid of Mityana
£5 per person
Price includes: Entrance fee, renewal of annual LCA
Membership*, hotdog, popcorn and squash, tea or
coffee.
*£1 will be reimbursed on the afternoon if you are already
an LCA 2015 member.
Registered Charity Number: 1001539
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LONGPARISH
BABY & TODDLER GROUP
Mondays 9.45am - 11.30am
During term time
For Children Aged 0-5 Years

Longparish Village Hall
A relaxed and friendly atmosphere to
have a cup of tea and meet new people
Fun Activities, Toys, Games, Singing, Story Time,
Drawing, Snack Time, Making New Friends
Everyone welcome, Mums, Dads, Grandparents,
Carers
£1 per Adult & 50p per Child
We Look Forward to Seeing You!

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) News
It has been a busy couple of months for FoLS (Friends of
Longparish School). In December, the Christmas cards
made from the children's designs were returned and
distributed. Congratulations to Lauren Beal and Grace
Montague-Dennis who won the best designs, which were
then made into the school's Christmas cards. Christmas
trees were sold and the children had fun at their
Christmas party with Mad Science providing
entertainment and an all-important visit from Father
Christmas. The School Disco in January was loud and
energetic and enjoyed by all. Thank you to everyone
who helped out or contributed to these events.
A few things to mention this month:
100+ Club for 2015 - for £12 per number you can have
the chance to win up to £20 in each month’s draw.
Please fill in the form in December H&V, or visit
http://www.longparish.org.uk/clubs/fols.html or email your
details to whiteman.sonia@gmail.com.
! Coming soon, and not to be missed by aspiring
princesses or anyone who enjoys a good family
movie, Frozen Sing-along! Join us in the Village
Hall on Sunday 8th February at 3pm. See page 4
of Hill and Valley for further details.
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Longparish Playgroup News
We have been getting physical in January and building
our strength. Activities with Playdough help with our
small finger and hand muscles whilst painting the shed
and cleaning the windows outside helps build up our
large arm muscles - all of which are needed when we
start to write.
The children were very fortunate that we had a surprise
visit from a fireman and his fire engine. We all dressed
up as firemen afterwards and since then have decided to
learn more about what people do in their jobs. We would
love parents and community members to come into
Playgroup and tell the children about their own job.
The Playgroup, with the help of our committee,
fundraises all year round to provide equipment and
resources for our children. We have decided this year to
raise money for a big project at Playgroup - creating a
covered area over the construction zone as well as
building a "mud kitchen”. This will give the children the
opportunity for outdoor messy play all year round.
Our first fundraising event raising money for the mud
kitchen and covered area will be a “Table Top Sale” on
th
Saturday 7 February in the Community Hall (see
below.) It’s a great opportunity to either clear your clutter
yourself or grab a bargain. Teas and coffees will also be
available and we’d welcome cake donations. For sellers
we have 20 tables available on a first come, first served
basis at £10 each. If you would like to reserve a table
visit: http://bit.ly/playgroup-sale
Claire Nash

Longparish Playgroup

Table Top Sale
Community Hall
Saturday 7th February 2015
2pm to 4pm
£1 Entry - Children Free
Come along to our table top sale of second hand goods,
pre-loved toys, clothes and household items

th

! Saturday 9 May is our annual May Fayre – keep the
date free and join us for lots of things to do and buy.
We are always looking for new ideas and support so
please let us know your thoughts. One easy way that
everyone can help raise funds is when shopping online,
using www.easyfundraising.org.uk and selecting Friends
of Longparish School as the charity. The money FoLS
raises goes towards supporting our school. Recently we
have been able to fund a Role Play Theatre set for
Robins class, the material for the backdrop for the
Christmas production as well as subsidising school trips.
Our continued thanks to everyone who has supported
FoLS events making this possible.

Teas, coffees and cakes available
If you are interested in selling - maybe after a post
Christmas clear out or an early Spring clean - the price
per table is £10 and set up is from 1pm on the day.
Pre-booking is ESSENTIAL for sellers so please book
your table here: http://bit.ly/playgroup-sale or email:
kirstystephenson@gmail.com
All profits from the day will go towards building a really
messy, fantastically fun outdoor mud kitchen for
Longparish Playgroup.
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Longparish Parish Council
Report from Meeting Held on 12th January
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the
current or archived Longparish website
(longparish.org.uk).

Planning
The Council had no objection to:
•
Tree work at Forton House, Forton.
The Council also considered the request for preapplication advice concerning proposed modifications to
the existing telephone mast near the A303 junction and
agreed that no comment was required.

Other Planning Matters
The Council noted that a meeting of the A303 recycling
facility liaison group would be held the following week
and it was confirmed that no specific issues or
complaints had been reported, although there had been
one general expression of concern about increased
working hours during the IBAA plant construction phase.
It was felt that some sort of Open Day would be useful
once the plant was operating and this would be raised at
the meeting. Support from Raymond Brown would also
be sought in trying to persuade the Highways Agency to
address the issue of the shortness of the slip road off the
A303 at the westbound Barton Stacey turning.

Finance
The Council agreed the draft budget for 2015/2016
recommended by the Finance Working Party. This
meant that the level of the precept would remain
unchanged for a further year.

Open Spaces
It was agreed that the Spring Village Clean-Up Day
should be held on Saturday 18 April. The Council also
noted the correspondence concerning the state of
Footpath 11 below Longparish House and would reply to
the landowner expressing support for any improvements
that could be made.

Highways
The Council reviewed the update from Hampshire
Highways on the concerns raised at earlier meetings and
noted that, while progress to date was limited, there was
at least a continuing record of longstanding issues. In
that context, notification had been received that the
B3048 through the village would be closed at an
unspecified point or points at some time in the current
year in order to enable re-surfacing work to be carried
out under the aegis of Operation Resilience. The Council
also agreed that the final funds from the Parish
Lengthsman’s scheme should be spent on clearing mud
from the road on Southside Hill.

Village Hall
The Council was informed that negotiations were
continuing with Hampshire Highways about the joint
project to improve the tarmac round the Hall, and that the
Committee was exploring the possibility of improving the
sound-proofing in the Main Hall and installing Wi-Fi.

Village Infrastructure
In view of the power cut in Middleton on Christmas Eve,
the Council would continue to consider ways of exerting
pressure on SSE to improve the resilience of the
electricity supply.
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Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm
th
on Monday 9 February in the Village Hall. Parish
Council meetings are public, and parishioners are also
welcome to speak on specific agenda items by prior
arrangement with the Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel:
720574, or email: clerk@longparish.org.uk).

Join the Parish Council!
Travel to interesting places!
Meet interesting people!
And seek to persuade them to your point of
view in a rational and non-confrontational
manner!
th

On 7 May, at the same time as the General Election
and the District Council elections, your Parish Council will
also be up for re-election, and, because a number of
current Members will be standing down after many years
of sterling service, we urgently need more people from all
parts of Longparish to put themselves forward as
potential candidates.
Whilst the level of interestingness of your travel
destinations will inevitably depend on your holiday plans
rather than the work of the Council, serving on the Parish
Council is a very important (and not particularly onerous)
way of supporting your local community. The Parish
Council is the lowest tier of local government, and,
although it has few direct powers and very limited
resources, is a statutory consultee for such matters as
planning applications and can therefore influence the
development of our village – a role that is likely to
increase with the continuing emphasis on localism (real
or imagined!). It is also a conduit for communications
with organisations ranging from Southern Water to
Hampshire Highways (however frustrating that may
sometimes be!), and is the focus for a lot of the work that
is carried on in the background, such as grass cutting
and Village Clean-Up Days, that helps to keep our local
environment attractive.
So, if you want to make a contribution to your local
community and have a few hours to spare once a month
(as well as occasional additional commitments), please
consider putting your name forward. Further information
can be obtained from the Chairman, Clerk or current
members (details are displayed on the village noticeboards or the website).

Mummers’ Play
Generous donations from the crowd at the Mummers'
Play on Boxing Day raised £120 which has been split
equally between the Andover Food Bank and Mityana.
Jeremy Barber

Calling All Longparish Allotment Holders
**Reminder**
It's time to pay your allotment fees. Please drop your
money into Meadow View. If for some reason you want to
give up your plot please let me know soon so that it can
be reallocated. There is a waiting list.
Contact Gloria Goodliffe 720425
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