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If you would like to have a stall at our May 
Fayre, please contact Sonia by emailing 

whiteman.sonia@gmail.com 
 
Do you have a gazebo that we can borrow?  
Contact Jeanette - kaslund48@hotmail.com 
 
Can you help with Parking?  Contact Sonia as 

above. 

May Fayre Plant Stall 

Do you need vegetable or bedding plants? Don't go to 
the garden centre until you see what we have to offer - 
tomatoes, chillis, beans, flowers, bedding plants and 
even cacti!  Come and support our FOLS May Fayre on 
Saturday 10th May.  
 
If you have any spare plants please either bring them 
along on the day or drop them off to Tudor Cottage.  I 
can also come and collect from you if that's easier. 
Contact Sylvia Crook on 720792 
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Longparish Parish Council 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Village 
Hall on Monday 14 April.  This was an opportunity 
for those living in the village to hear from the Parish 
Council, and other organisations such as the Village 
Hall Committee and the Playgroup, about what had 
been happening over the past year.  In addition, 
there was the chance at the end of the meeting to 
raise issues in an Open Forum.  Attendance from 
the public was disappointing, but there was a 
discussion about the merits of creating a 
Neighbourhood Plan and about Community Right to 
Bid.  Minutes from the meeting and the details of 
individual reports will be available on the Longparish 
website after the May meeting of the Parish Council.  

 
 

Longparish Parish Council 

Report from meeting on 14 April 

Planning 
The Council had no objection to:  

Tree work at Test View Cottage, Forton. 
Tree work at Aston Cottage, West Aston. 
Installation of window at Malthouse Cottage, 
West Aston. 

The Council objected to: 
Replacement of cladding at Longparish School, 
Middleton, because of the proposed use of dark 
grey glass in the windows which was felt to be 
out of character in the conservation area. 
 

A303 Recycling Facility 
Representatives from Owls Lodge Farm and AEE 
Renewables (the operators of the solar farm) had 
requested to be included in the Liaison Group with 
Raymond Brown, and a first meeting would now be 
arranged.  It was confirmed that work on the 
extension of the protective bunds at the site had 
started prior to the installation of the IBAA 
Reprocessing Plant.   
 
Flooding 
A paper had been drafted that brought together all 
the issues raised by the flooding, and, once any 
comments had been incorporated, this would form 
the basis for a special meeting that could lead to the 
creation of a flooding action group. 
 
Highways 
A generic list of key problems had been passed to 
HCC Highways Department highlighting the 
problems created or exacerbated by the recent 
flooding.  In addition, individuals were urged to 
ensure that any problems they had identified were 
registered on the HCC web-site: 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems . 

A preliminary meeting had been held with the Parish 
Lengthsman contractor, and it was hoped that the 
first tasks under the auspices of this scheme could 
be carried out in May. 
 
Parish Council Vacancy 
A candidate had been identified, and, subject to 
successful completion of the necessary procedures, 
would be co-opted at the next meeting. 
 
Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 
7.30pm on Monday 12 May when officers and 
committees are elected.  Parish Council meetings 
are public, and parishioners are also welcome to 
speak on specific agenda items by prior 
arrangement with the Chairman – Jonathan Frere 
(tel:  720574, or email:  clerk@longparish.org.uk). 

 
 

News from Longparish Playgroup 

At the end of the Spring term we sadly waved 
goodbye to Pauline who has been with the 
Playgroup for the past seven years. Pauline has 
been in the role of deputy supervisor and a huge 
asset to the team. We are pleased to announce that 
Kristy has now taken on the role of deputy. 

We continued to have fun and games in April 
learning about animals.  “Zoo Lab” brought in a 
range of small animals including a giant African 
snail, a cockroach, a snake and a tarantula.  Most of 
the children held the animals.  We looked at the way 
they moved and the children tried the movements 
themselves. 
 
For Easter we went on a paper egg hunt around the 
church yard before returning to Playgroup to find the 
Easter bunny had arrived.  During the holidays 
some numbered cardboard eggs appeared in the 
village for the children to find. 
 
We have lots planned for this term already. We are 
looking at life-cycles with the children - watching 
tadpoles and baby caterpillars, growing seeds and 
hopefully we’ll get some eggs in our bird box. 
 
Our big fundraiser is also coming up on Saturday 
21st June. The Playgroup and FoLS in association 
with the LCA are hosting a Midsummer Barn Dance!  
Held in Kennedy’s Grainstore kindly donated by the 
Middleton Estate, there will be a Hog Roast, a bar 
and plenty of dancing so don’t forget your cowboy 
boots!   
 
Tickets are £15 and are available from Playgroup, 
Acre Stores or from www.midsummer-barn-
dance.co.uk 
     Claire Nash 
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LCA Midsummer Fun Day – 

Saturday 21st June 

 
With a World Cup/Carnival theme, the plans for 
the day are coming together to look like this: 
 
Early: guided nature walk followed by 
breakfast at Lower Mill, thanks to Karen-Marie 
Dinesen.  
 
Later: Lads and Dads (and Lassies and Mums!) 
football match.  
 
Through the day: scarecrow tour and 
competition.   (See page 6) 
 
The pubs will have Fun Day offers for lunch. 
In the afternoon there will be a choice of 
activities: 
 

A cream tea in the lovely gardens of 
Wendy and John Ellicock. 
 
A world cup celebration in the village 
hall, with pie, peas and a pint and a 
showing of the 1966 World Cup.  
 

The day will be rounded off with a brilliant barn 
dance organised by, and raising funds for, 
FoLS and Longparish Playgroup. 
 
Look out for more details and tickets for the 
‘eating events’ as they become available. 

 
 

LCA Coffee Shop Open 

Friday 16 May 
The LCA Coffee Shop in the 
village hall is open from 9 am -12 
noon every second Friday of the 
month.  For £1 you can enjoy a 
cup of tea or delicious ground 
coffee and biscuits.  Drop in with 

your friends, children, parents. Everyone is 
welcome.       
 Gloria Goodliffe 720425 
 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race 

The floods had vanished and it was a lovely sunny 

morning for the April race. We welcomed new 

runner Marija Davis who was first home by a long 

way but didn't get the cup as she was running off 
an estimated 

handicap. Maybe next 

time .... 

Our Most Improved 

Man and Woman were 

Jim Dundas and Katie 

King, both of whom 

beat their handicaps 
by over a minute. 

Congratulations also to Steve Davis and Matt 

Simmons who both ran personal record times and 

were hot on the heels of the winners. 

Thanks very much to Jim and Maggie for the 

cake and flapjack, to Maggie, Pauline, Marija, 

David and Katie for marshalling and to David for 
putting out the signs. And, of course, thanks very 

much to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.  

The next race is on Sunday 11 May starting at 

the usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. It 

is a handicap race so runners of all abilities have 

a chance to win!  

 
Monday Movies at the Village Hall 

 

May 19th - Philomena 
Doors open 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 

 
Starring Judi Dench and Steve Coogan, Philomena is an 
award winning film that tells the true story of Philomena 
Lee.  As a pregnant teenager she was sent to a convent 
and forced to give up her son.  50 years later, Philomena, 
(Judi Dench) enlists the support of Martin Sixsmith, a 
BBC reporter (Steve Coogan) to help locate him. 
"Steve Coogan and Judi Dench make a terrific odd 
couple in this gripping account of the search for a long-
lost child".  The Guardian.  
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Longparish Cricket Club  
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors 
 

The last stages of the North Hampshire Indoor 
Cricket league saw Longparish U15 hold off 
Basingstoke U15, Hook U15 and Yateley U15 to 
finish runners up in the U15 Top division.  The barn 
doors were thrown open and Longparish cricketers 
bucked and kicked out into the sunshine like steers 
at the sight of first spring grass. Surprisingly after 
such a torrid winter, several friendly games took 
place in April, including a tight game with 
Southampton-based Peartree and an enjoyable 
game with near neighbours Hurstbourne Priors. 
 
History will be made during 2014 as Longparish CC 
will field three senior sides in the Hampshire 
Leagues.  The 3rd XI take to the field for the first 
time at Oakley on the 3rd of May and one week later 
the 1st XI take on Rowner at home and the 2nd XI 
open up away at Kingsclere.  The 20/20 league 
matches are on Tuesday nights, league games for 
the U15, U13 and U11 sides take place on Friday 
evenings and Sunday mornings, and Sunday 
afternoons will see a series of friendly fixtures 
against teams from Woodgreen to Wookey Hole.  
The popular Pedagogues six a side competition is, 
as ever, on Spring Bank Holiday Monday,   and on 
Monday 14th July an Australian over-60s touring 
side, comprising State and Grade cricketers of 
yesteryear, will also pitch up to give Longparish a 
game. A full list of fixtures can be found at 
www.longparishcc.co.uk, all support welcome on 
any day.  
 
A busy summer for Longparish CC and somewhere 
in between grass must be cut, wickets prepared, 
teas created (thanks very much Mary Berry and 
Paul Hollywood for creating a nation of cake critics,  
no pressure!), pavilions must be buffed up, scores 
must be recorded, matches must be reported and 
fingers raised and heads nodded by men in white 
coats to signal a demise.  Sending a bloke out to 
bat is somewhat akin to sending a man into space, 
there may be a slight disparity in the helmets, but 
the colour of the cloth is the same, as is the 
requirement for a substantial support crew.  Thank 
you to all who contribute to Longparish Cricket 
throughout the year.   Chris de Cani 
 
100 Club - April 
£35  S Nicholson 
£15  C Clarke 
£15  L Wood 

 
Have you lost a large black fluffy cat? 

A large black fluffy cat was killed on the Longparish road 
at Hurstbourne Priors on Saturday April 12 at 9.30pm.  
Pat Morphew tel. 01256 892677 found it and was 
concerned to try to inform the owner. 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH 
THE GREEN WOODPECKER 

 
The green woodpecker is the largest of our three 
woodpeckers at 32cm long with a wingspan of 
41cm.  It has a heavy looking body, short tail and 
long bill.  It is a colourful bird with green upper parts 
and grey underneath.  It has a bright green-yellow 
rump and the top of its head is red with black 
around the eyes.  The male has a red stripe under 
its eye. The style of flight is bouncy: it flaps for 3-4 
wing beats, then folds its wings to its body then 
flaps again for 3-4 wing beats and so on.  The 
longest known age of a green woodpecker is fifteen 
years.  It starts nesting in April-May in a hole drilled 
in the trunk of an oak or ash tree.  The nesting hole 
is 6cm 30-50 deep, mainly excavated by the male, 
similar to other woodpecker holes.  Old holes are 
often reused, and no nesting material is used.  4-6 
pure white eggs are laid, which are incubated for 
17-19 days.  The young fledge after 23-27 days. 
 
Their food is larvae and ants, they are often seen 
hopping around on the ground probing their bills 
into ants' nests. They have long sticky tongues 
which the ants stick to. The green woodpecker's 
other name is the yaffle, because that's the sound it 
makes - it's like laughing.  I have been watching a 
nuthatch taking leaves into an old woodpecker's 
hole only to be evicted by a green woodpecker. 
 
Well, spring is here.  I saw my first swallow on the 
9th April which is one day earlier than last year.  My 
first house martin was on the 11th, one day later.  
The first cuckoo I know of was heard by my 
daughter in Barton Stacey on the 6th of April.  In the 
village the first I was told about was heard by Ian 
Blundell on the 12th and the next by Fiona Gould on 
the 13th.   chris bowman 
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE 
It has been a particularly busy half 
term for the Performing Arts Faculty.  
March saw Year 7 taking part in a 
music event entitled Mandela in Mind.  
There was also a production of Red 

Red Shoes which was a particularly challenging 
piece of drama that was beautifully executed by our 
students in Year 9,10, and 11.  Saturday 29th March 
was a particularly special evening when our Belle 
Voce group performed alongside the Military Wives 
Choir from Middle Wallop.  We were really proud to 
have been given the opportunity to host the Mayor's 
Concert which was a really splendid event for 
Whitchurch.  The week of 17th March was Science 
Week with lots of excellent activities going on both 
in lessons and after school.  Mrs Gray did a 
fabulous job of organising some excellent events 
including a crime scene investigation. 
 
The Art Department have been busy with Year 7 
enjoying a day sketching at Marwell Zoo and Year 
10 Art Digital Photography on location at Thorpe 
Park. 
 
Year 11 finished the term with a focus day on 
revision strategies.  A company called Learning 
Performance provided some excellent revision 
strategy workshops for all Year 11 students.  It was 
followed by a session for staff and then finally for 
parents.  Year 11 are working hard with their 
teachers in this final run up to the GCSE 
examinations which begin on 12th May.  There are a 
number of revision workshops going on over the 
Easter break. 

Ruth Beasley Headteacher 
 

 

 
I had never been interested in exercise.  Sport didn’t 
appeal.  I wasn’t competitive.  Reaching adulthood 
and commuting two hours to London every day, I 
had subscribed to the great excuse that there just 
wasn’t time for exercise!  At thirty-two years of age I 
was twenty-one pounds overweight and struggling 
with lower back, neck and shoulder pain. 
 
A friend asked to practise teaching me Pilates for 
the course she was doing. There was nothing to 
lose.  I understood the principles more easily than I 
was physically able to apply them. I couldn’t even 
hold myself in a four point kneeling position for 
longer than two seconds!  But consciously thinking 
about how I moved brought about significant 

physical changes. Within a few sessions, my lower 
back was released. I started to feel more connected 
to, and more comfortable in, my skin.  I wanted to 
know more, so signed up for the course too! 
  
I learned that often our bodies have memorised 
incorrect motor skills.  Since these have been 
practised over years, our bodies have created 
automatic movement patterns that leave them in 
pain and muscular immobility.  Pilates can break 
these down!  Habits formed over a lifetime can be 
relearned mentally and retained in the muscles.  
Pilates enlivened my body and mind and continues 
to do so every time clients feel their own benefits. 
 
I am excited to have recently teamed with Sarah 
Blocksidge, also from Longparish, Sarah has an 
integrative approach to wellness, fitness, weight 
management and nutrition, to which Pilates is an 
ideal complement. Men are active in all of these, yet 
not in Pilates. Where are all the men? 
 
Pilates was created by Joseph Pilates, who prior to 
the World War I, was a boxer and self-defence 
instructor for the Police and British army.  He got 
transferred to a hospital as an assistant nurse, 
where he worked with injured and immobilized 
soldiers. Pilates created exercises for rehabilitating 
these soldiers using springs attached to their beds. 
The springs provided assistance for correct 
movement and also resistance where appropriate.   
 
Dancers were among the first converts to the 
benefits of the Pilates method in Joseph Pilates’ 
studio in New York, but it's interesting to note that 
German heavyweight boxer, Max Schmeling, was 
also a regular. The New Zealand All Blacks, English 
Cricket Team, some Premier Footballers and 
several Olympian athletes practise Pilates to 
enhance their sport and also decrease likelihood of 
injury.  Pilates is for men and women, of all ages 
and all levels of ability.   
 
One on one courses and classes are available. 
Spaces limited.  Book now to avoid disappointment.  
     Rachel Bell 
mobile 07810546046 
email venturewriter@hotmail.com 
www http://venturewriter.wix.com/venturewriter 

 
May Haiku 

 Plum blossom petals 

  wafting gently in the breeze 

   -it’s spring confetti! 
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Saturday 21 June at 7.30 

in Kennedy's Grainstore 

Harewood Forest, Longparish 
 

Live music by The Woodsiders 

Hog Roast and bar 

 

Tickets £15 

www.midsummer-barn-dance.co.uk 

Tickets also for sale at Longparish shop 

or Playgroup 

 

In aid of Longparish Playgroup and FOLS in 

association with LCA. 

 

 
LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

TUESDAY,  27th  MAY  at  6 pm. 

(Please note earlier time than usual) 

EVENING  VISIT  TO 
THREE  BARTON  STACEY  GARDENS 

 
We will be visiting 3 gardens in Barton Stacey, two 
close together and the final one a little further down 
the road where we will finish at the garden of Karen 
and Bill Sykes for drinks and to look around their 
lovely garden. 
 
Parking at either of the village car parks in Barton 
Stacey (close to village shop). 
 
MEMBERS  FREE  but please bring money for 
drinks.  (Non-Members  £5.) 
No Raffle 
 
Any queries to Rosie Lowry  01264 720325  
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 

 

 

        FASHION 
   for Compassion 
 

             7.30pm  

   on Saturday May 10 

   in the Village Hall 

          Tickets £10 
 

   THE DRESS BOUTIQUE 

 

 
 
For tickets contact Jo Webb on 01264 720088 
or email her at compassionatehants@icloud.com 
 

 

Scarecrow competition 
 

 
 

There will be a village scarecrow competition as 
part of the Midsummer Fun day which we hope will 
be as successful as the Jubilee-themed one was 
two years ago. 
 
We are planning (though it is dependent on village 
hall bookings) a workshop on Saturday 7th June.  It 
will take place in the village hall from 10am -12 
noon for anyone who would like ideas, materials 
and expert advice to kick-start the scarecrow-
making frenzy on the theme of  

WORLD CUP and /or CARNIVAL. 
 

All scarecrows must be in place by Wednesday 18th 
June. 
 
A scarecrow map will be drawn up so people can 
decide on the winning scarecrow and cast their vote 
at the tea on Midsummer Fun day in the Ellicocks' 
garden.  The winner will be announced at 4.00pm. 
 

 


