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St. Nicholas Parish Church
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
St Nicholas Church

Christmas Fair
Saturday 7th December
at the COMMUNITY HALL,
Longparish School
from 2pm to 4pm
to be opened by our Vicar,
Canon Michael St.John-Channell
******
Entrance £1 to include mulled wine with mince pies.
Come and sit in comfort to enjoy tea with
sandwiches, cakes, biscuits & sausage rolls.
Raffle of generously donated Gifts.
Produce Stall with home made goodies.
Hand crafted Christmas Wreaths & Bowls of Bulbs
Children's Tombola
Children's Gingerbread People & Cupcake Icing
Zoe's Personalised Baby's Bibs
Knitted Goods by Andrea
Christmas Decorations & Wheatbags from Barbara
******
Please dress in your favourite Christmas outfit
to meet Santa and his Elves
There will be informal Carol Singing for anyone who
wants to join in
******
Proceeds from the Fair will be divided equally
between St Nicholas Church & Mityana in Uganda

Christmas Knees Up!
in the Village Hall

6pm Sunday 22nd December
Carol Service - Nine Lessons & Carols

5pm Tuesday 24th December
Christmas Eve - Christingle Service

11.30pm Tuesday 24th December
Christmas Eve -Midnight Mass

11am Wednesday 25th December
Christmas Day - Family Communion
All are welcome.
We wish you a very happy Christmas.

Remembrance Sunday
Following the wet Saturday we were all grateful for the
bright and sunny morning of November 10th when a
good proportion of the village gathered at the newly
cleaned War Memorial in the Village Cemetery. There
were a number in uniform and others wearing their
medals marking service from the Second World War up
to present campaigns. Ed Gairdner played the bugle,
Jonathan Frere, chairman of the Parish Council, read the
names for Longparish and laid the wreath and John
Smith read the names for Hurstbourne Priors and
afterwards many returned to the church to continue the
service including 26 under 16. The Village Choir sang
two appropriate anthems with Robin Smallwood
accompanying on the organ. It all gave a very good
community feel to the occasion and as a result of the
church collection we were able to send £535.05 to the
Poppy Appeal.

on Friday 13th December at 7.30pm

Bring-your-own supper and drinks
and join the Longparish Choir and Players
for a fun evening of Christmas words and music
- some of the best Christmas no. 1s
and some traditional seasonal songs.
Christmas Raffle with great festive prizes.
Tickets £3.50 per person from the Shop or from
Anna Bennett tel. 720250 or Cathy Yelf tel. 720790
Profits to the Andover Crisis Centre for women and
children escaping domestic violence.

On the following day a smaller band of people marked
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month with the two-minute silence at the War Memorial.
Terry Hemming

Date for your diary
The Village Fête will take place on Saturday, 6th
September 2014.
Laura and David Wearn. 720066
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Village Food Swap

LCA Coffee Shop Open
Friday 13 December
The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall meeting room is
open from 9 am -12 noon every second Friday of the
month. Drop in with your friends, children, parents.
Everyone is welcome.
For £1 you can enjoy a cup of tea or
delicious ground coffee and biscuits.
Fairtrade orange juice is available for
children.

Food swapping is a great opportunity to bring some of
your home made, home grown or foraged delicacies to
exchange with other local home producers, and go home
laden with other lovingly made goodies. The idea is to
have fun networking, socialising, tasting, exchanging,
comparing and bartering within a small group of likeminded people. No money changes hands; the currency
is your home produce!
How the food swap works:
The date/time is set and communicated in advance by
the organiser. You register with the organiser to attend
the event and get preparing your goodies.
On the day, the event is around 2 hours long. The first
half hour is for greeting, displaying your produce,
completing 'swap cards' for each item of produce you've
brought, setting up some tasting samples etc. The next
half hour is for chatting, tasting, perusing the available
items and making written 'bids' on the swap cards.
Around an hour into proceedings, the organiser ‘opens’
the swap and everyone heads back to their tables to see
who's expressed interest in their goods. Then the fun
begins! Using the swap cards as the basis for
negotiating, you finalise your swaps and find yourself
with a stash of fantastic produce to take home.
The rule is that your produce must be home made, home
grown or foraged. Other than that, the more items you
bring, the more you take home. So, if you bring one
cake, you'd get to take home (say) one jar of jam. If you
bring three cakes and a jar of chutney, you'd be able to
take home that jar of jam, plus (say) a sourdough loaf, a
bag of organic apples and some granola; so you’re in
control depending on either the amount of produce you
have to bring or the amount of produce you’re hoping to
take home!
On the day, even if a bid has been made, you don’t have
to accept it unless you want the produce being offered,
so don’t worry; you won’t be headed home with 6lbs
courgettes, unless you want to! If you’ve any other
questions about the swap or to register, please get in
touch with Amanda or Martin on 01264 720059 or via
email on: villagefoodswap@aol.co.uk
You can sign up to our mailing list for event dates or
watch for published dates via Twitter:
@VillageFoodSwap
Important: You must register in advance to take part
on the day

Gloria Goodliffe

LCA Film Night update
Over the past three months audiences have enjoyed
seeing three great award winning blockbusters in the
Village Hall. Best Bond film ever? Skyfall, the amazing
Warhorse and in November the wonderful Life of Pi.
With three shows under our belt we are now really
beginning to get the best out of the excellent audio visual
equipment and building Monday Night at the Movies
into a very enjoyable regular monthly event.
The terms of our licence gives us access to a huge
library of films, from all time greats through to modern
classics. It is not restricted to Monday night and can be
available to LCA members and affiliated groups.
Our new programme starts in January and we are keen
to hear your suggestions.
• What would YOU like to see?
• What would be your preferred day/time?
• How can we get the most out of the licence to
the benefit and enjoyment of LCA members?
Remember! Not a member? It's only £1 to join and entry
is free to members. Any donations gratefully received on
the door go right back into your Village Hall to keep it as
fabulous as it is now.
Stop press....the new chairs have arrived, they are a vast
improvement and provided the Life of Pi audience with a
far more comfortable viewing experience.
Contact Emma Smith, Sandra Jones, David Marklew
(720796) or any of the LCA Trustees - full contact details
on the website. We look forward to hearing your requests
and views.
See you at 7.00pm on the third Monday in January 20/01/2014.

LCC Hundred Club October draw
£35
£15
£15

Michael Lloyd
Ray Smith
Elaine Mancini
2

Hill & Valley

, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott

Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors

LCA: Boxing Day Entertainment
Whether you prefer to take part or to watch here are
two good excuses to get some fresh air on Boxing Day.

Santa Dash – 11am at the Shop
The Great Longparish Santa Dash starts at 11am at
The Shop. The Santa of all
ages, shapes and sizes will
be dashing to The Plough
which will be open for
drinks and Christmas
Brunch. There will be
prizes for the best
dressed and most glamorous Santas.

Mummers – 11.30am at The Plough
Longparish Mummers are delighted to be reviving the
tradition of performing at the Plough on Boxing Day
after around 80 years. At 11.30 they will perform
their 20 minute traditional folk play in the Plough car
park. There are wonderful costumes and lots of
action with a great battle between King George and
the Yorkish Knight.
The pub is open from
11. They will be
generously offering
mince pies and mulled
wine to villagers and
spectators. Please
come on foot if
possible as we hope
the car park will be
full of people
watching.
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Our thanks to Canon Michael St John-Channell who
judged the Best Decorated classes. The Longparish
Playgroup were awarded a respectable second with their
pumpkin entitled 'Old MacDonald had a farm'. Jeremy
Barber won the ‘ Heaviest ‘ category with a whopper of a
pumpkin weighing in at 159lbs. It took two people to lift it
onto the scales! Wilf Hillier, by contrast, won the
‘Smallest’ category weighing in at 1.5oz and Sylvia Crook
won the ‘Most Unusual’ category with a snake shaped
gourd, proving that growers of pumpkins of all shapes
and sizes should take part in the event.
The winners of the ‘Best Decorated Category’ were:
5 years and under: Leo Walker-Lloyd
6- 10 years: Joseph Goldsmith
11-16 years: Molly Harris
Adult class: Robin Smallwood
A £5 book token was awarded to each winner.
A total of £276 was raised from and this money will go
towards supporting activities and events for all of the
children who attend the Longparish Playgroup.
Our thanks to Mick Blocksidge, Katy and Simeon Evans,
Georgina Knipe, Maggie and Jeremy Barber and the
Playgroup staff for their support.
Sylvia Crook and Laura Wearn

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
What a wonderful morning! It was bright and sunny for
the November race; a day to make you feel good to be
alive. Lots of people must have felt the same as we had
a high turnout despite the early start. We welcomed two
new runners: Matt Simmons, in his first ever 5K run, and
Jack Winyard. As always, the new runners grossly
under-estimated their abilities so they finished first and
second by miles. But you can't win the trophies off an
estimated handicap. Conditions were good and no fewer
than six runners finished in Personal Best times.

17th Pumpkin Competition – a thank you.
We would like to thank everyone who took part in the
17th Pumpkin competition held in the Longparish village
th
hall on 19 October in aid of the Longparish Playgroup.
Over 80 pumpkins were entered into the classes; Best
Decorated, Heaviest, Smallest and Most Unusual with
entries from Playgroup children as well as those from the
school and adults from the village. This is the most
entries we have had in the last three years and it was
wonderful to see such a fun annual event so well
supported.

The Rising Star was Wilf Hillier who beat his previous
best by over five minutes. Most Improved lady was
Rachel Waite who was overjoyed. Somewhat calmer was
our Most Improved Man, Jim Dundas.
Thanks very much to everyone who helped marshal, to
Jim and Maggie for scrummy cake and flapjack; to David
for the signs and, last but by no means least, to the
Cricket Club for letting us use their lovely grounds.
The next race is on Sunday 8 December. There will be
mince pies and mulled wine. Please feel free to wear a
Santa hat!
Jeremy Barber
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LCA Tuesday Talks
In November Andy Smith and Matt Beal took us on a
fascinating tour of Hampshire's rights of way past,
present and future, and had us guessing about
Longparish paths. The next Tuesday Talk is on:
• 10 December: “A Visit to Mityana” with Jacqui
Healey, Jane Young and Jen Sanders telling us
about their inspiring visit to the east African
village school.
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Admission is free,
but we are grateful for donations. There is a cash bar.
Don’t forget to make a note of next year’s talks in your
2014 diaries:
• 9 January: “Beautiful Brazil” - Christine and
Patrick Beresford, who have visited Brazil
three times, will talk about some aspects of
the culture and wildlife of this beautiful and
vast country.
• 11 February: “Extreme Exercise” - Jeremy
Barber and John Ellicock will talk about
preparing for, and their experiences of, some
extreme events including the 125 mile
Devizes to Westminster canoe race and a 50
mile foot race in the Lake District.
• 13 March: “One Man, One Boat, 4000 Miles!”
Richard Mayon-White, who is currently at
sea, will talk about the highs and lows of
sailing across the Atlantic in his 21 foot
yacht. You can follow his progress via a link
from the front page of the village website
www.longparish.org.uk

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
There will be no meeting in December.
We meet again on Tuesday 28th January 2014
when we will be re-enrolling for the new year.
Details in the January edition of Hill and Valley.
The Gardening Club would like to wish everyone a
very Happy and Healthy Christmas and New Year.
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
Or Marion Bell 01264 720205.

Longparish School news
Cross Country
On 19th November, Longparish Primary School took part
in the Rural Schools’ Junior Cross Country Competition
at Winton Academy. When we arrived, it was freezing so
some pupils from Winton showed us round the course,
which helped us to warm up.
But we couldn’t relax yet, because in no time at all it was
the year 3 / 4 boys’ race. It went well and our team came
fourth. After that it was the year 3 / 4 girls’ race. Lucy
came in sixth and Evie one place behind . Niamh wasn’t
that far behind either and the team came second.
In the year 5/6 boys’ race, everyone did extremely well,
especially Daniel who came third. Finally, in the year 5/6
girls’ race we had our best results. Victoria came first,
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with Katie coming third. The rest of the girls gave an
excellent effort. Helen in particular should be
congratulated for persevering and doing her best, despite
a fall. Overall, we came first in the year 5/6 girls’
category.
It was a great morning and everyone enjoyed
themselves.
Katie Nelson, Charlie Mottley and Barney Cooper
Bollywood dancing
On Thursday 7th November Kingfisher class had two
special visitors. They were called Bridgette and
Surendra. Bridgette was born in England and Surendra
was born in Bombay, India. Surendra came from a poor
family so his mum and dad couldn’t afford to take him to
dance school. Because he couldn’t go to a dance school
he taught himself. He watched Indian films and dance
clips and he kept practising until he was perfect. Then
one day Surendra started dancing on a street and
someone spotted him. He went on to be a leading
Bollywood dancer and has starred in many Bollywood
films.
Kingfisher class had to wear bright and colourful clothes
ready for the visit. First Bridgette and Surendra told us
all about India, then we watched some dance videos.
Surendra showed us some dance moves and we copied
him. We put all the moves together, which made a 10
minute dance sequence. We practised to get it perfect
and showed it to the whole school, as well as the
parents.
We then went into the classroom and watched a bit of the
film Bride and Prejudice, in which Surendra is one of the
main dancers. Everyone was amazed by how much we
had learnt and how much we had enjoyed the morning.
It was a wonderful day and an amazing experience.
Ana and Archie

FoLS 100+ Club November draw results
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

60
15
14

Ingrid Sanderson
Mr Aldridge
Terry Hemming

Longparish Playgroup news.
We have been very busy at Longparish Playgroup / PreSchool this half term. Amongst the many activities we
made some very sparkly firework pictures and had
snacks around a camp fire to celebrate Guy Fawkes
night.
We are now looking at the season of autumn and what
excitements it brings. We are keeping a daily weather
chart up to date. We have been on an autumn walk,
collecting as many leaves as we could find and using
them to make a 'Bug World', which was great fun. We
also made some clay hedgehogs and made a book all
about hedgehogs.
On Friday, we all came dressed in our pyjamas and sold
biscuits we made for Children in Need and raised £70.
We have also been following the progress of one of the
fathers here, Richard Mayon-White, who is currently
sailing across the Atlantic!
Clare Nash
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Longparish Parish Council Report
from meeting held on 11 November
Planning
The Council had no objection to:
•
A two storey and single storey extension at the
Long White House, the Common.
•
Alteration to existing dwelling and construction of 3
bedroom dwelling at Beechlands, West Aston.
•
A retrospective application for a roundabout at
Testwood Trout Farm, Southside Road.
•
Tree work at White Windows, Middleton.
•
Tree work at the Cricketers Inn, West Aston.
•
Tree work at the rear of Longparish Primary School,
Middleton.
•
Tree work at Saddlers Cottage, East Aston.
•
Tree work at 2 Woodwalk Cottages, East Aston.

Other Planning Matters
The Council noted that HCC had granted permission for the
IBAA processing plant at the A303 recycling facility, with
conditions, and that the Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan,
which includes the possible future use of the site by the
Middleway for extraction, had formally been adopted. It was
also agreed that a compromise arrangement for dealing with
planning applications for which the deadline falls between PC
meetings should be trialled.

Finance
A meeting of the Finance Working Party had been held and
the External Auditor’s comments were reviewed.

Open Spaces
The war memorial had been refurbished in advance of
Remembrance Sunday, and details of the Autumn Clean-Up
Day were discussed. A reply had been received from Mr
Woodhouse about the fencing by the road at Upper Mill, and
the Chairman would be considering how best to respond.

Highways
All the grit bins had been refilled, and the repairs to potholes
in the village seemed to be holding up well. However,
drainage still appeared to be a problem and flooding at the
entrance to North Acre and to Middleton House had been
reported to HCC.

Parish Council vacancy
A volunteer is still required to fill the vacancy on the Council,
and anyone who would be interested in helping the Council in
its work on behalf of the local community is asked to contact
any member of the Council.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall meeting room
on Monday 9 December at 7pm. Meetings are public, and
parishioners are welcome to speak on specific agenda items
by prior arrangement with the Chairman.
Jonathan Frere tel. 720574,
or email: clerk@longparish.org.uk.
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
A WALK WITH RICHARD WILLIAMS
With winter here I thought you might like cheering up with
an account of a walk I had in April with Richard, who is
also a very keen birdwatcher. I met Richard at
Woodwalk and off we went. In the field to our right were
rooks and jackdaws feeding amongst the sheep. A
greenfinch was calling from the top of a yew tree.
Turning right into Upper Mill, in the yew tree Richard
spots a pair of goldcrests (they eventually nested in that
tree), also a collared dove sat looking at us. On to the
mill where I spotted a pair of green woodpeckers flying
through the trees. A swallow was flying in and out of the
thatched garage and we stopped and watched for a while
as they had only just returned from Africa. Over the
bridge a moorhen was walking amongst the reeds and on
our right a nuthatch climbed up the side of a tree.
As we walked on woodpigeons were flying in all
directions. We stopped at the seat to see what was up
the river: mallard, moorhen, coot, little grebe, a carrion
crow calling from the top of some trees. A pair of
buzzards circled overhead. At the crossroads a
dunnock was sitting on top of the hedge. Along the
straight towards Vale Farm a pied wagtail sat on the tin
roof of the shed catching flies. A bit further on Richard
said "Skylark - I can hear a skylark singing." I being deaf
cannot hear it so it's not counted on our list. Because I
have poor hearing I only count birds I see. A flock of
lesser black-backed gulls flies over. At Vale Farm there
were some house martins, a noisy group of sparrows, a
couple of collared doves on the side of a trailer, a flock of
goldfinches and a great spotted woodpecker flying up the
road in front of us. At the old watercress beds we saw an
egret, mallards, coot, pheasant and little grebe which
nested there. Richard spotted a magpie behind us and a
red kite above.
As we turned right to Pig Bridge, I spotted a female
bullfinch fly across in front of us, Richard said "I missed
it", then the male followed and he saw that one. On to
Pig Bridge where a robin was singing in the hedge and a
wren looking for food in the rushes. Looking up the road
a blackbird was raking over leaves. Then we saw a pair
of long tailed tits looking for a place to nest. At the
fishing lakes there were swans, Canada and greylag
geese, tufted duck, gadwall, moorhens, coots and a pair
of carrion crows nesting high in an oak tree. In the lake a
great black-backed gull was trying to eat a fish twice its
size. There was also a pair of mistle thrushes. On the
bridge a sparrow hawk flew past. In the bushes
overhanging the water, a birdwatcher’s paradise, there
were chaffinches, chiffchaff, blackcap, willow warbler and
sedge warbler. Then Richard spotted a reed warbler great! All were flying out to catch flies then back to the
bushes. After that excitement we moved on with a great
tit and a blue tit in the trees beside us. A song thrush
walked across the road in front of us. Turn right by Tudor
Cottage. Oh dear, the SSE were putting up new poles so
we couldn't stop to look in the pony paddock. So on to
North Acre. A collared dove was sitting on top of one of
the new poles and another flock of sparrows was in the
hedge. So we arrived at North Acre where I leave
Richard after thanking him for a very enjoyable walk.
So that's it. We saw 49 different birds, equalling my
record for a walk around the Cleeves. Chris Bowman
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Anthony Gerald Alfred Palmer
27 August 1925 - 8th October 2013
th

Tony Palmer was born in
Hamptworth, Wiltshire.
His father died when he
was only 7 years old and
he was an only child,
brought up by his mother
who had to work hard to
support them both. He
left school at 14 and after
a year working for a
baker in Lover he started
work as a gardener in
Hamptworth. He was
called up in 1943 and served in the army in Italy and
Austria. After the war he went to Landford Lodge as a
gardener, where he met and in 1951 married Mary, who
was a cook there. They spent their honeymoon in her
native Ireland. They had two children, John and
Maureen. Tony later worked for the Sopwiths at
Compton Manor near Kings Somborne, and
subsequently at Longstock, where he worked first in the
kitchen garden and later in the park at Longstock Park for
27 years, until he retired in 1987.
They then moved to North Acre in Longparish, where
Tony was able to continue gardening. It was his hobby
as well as his job and he grew all the fruit and fresh
vegetables for his family. When Mary died in 1992 his
strong character helped him through. He learned to cook
and look after the house, and did all his cooking until
fairly recently.
He was devoted to his family. His mother lived with him
and Mary until she died, and he enjoyed family holidays
with his children and grandchildren in County Mayo and
at Butlins. The weekend before he died he went on his
mobility scooter for a five and a half mile walk with John
and his two granddaughters, Alice and Lucy, who then
cooked Sunday lunch for him.
His funeral took place at Holy Redeemer Church,
Salisbury on 24th October.

Zumba Gold at Longparish – January 2014
Hi. My name’s Sue Russell and I would love to do a
Zumba Gold class at Longparish Village Hall on
Tuesdays at 10.30am but it is dependent on numbers (10
makes a class viable). So if you are interested in a
January 2014 class please ring me 07947410394 or
email me sue@plays-r-ussell.com
Brief word about what Zumba Gold is and isn’t!
First it is not an advanced class for the super-fit! The
term gold is a reference to one’s golden years – bit of an
Americanism! The music is similar to Zumba (I use a
mixture of Zumba, Zumba Gold and Zumbatomic
resources in all my classes) but it is a little lower impact.
Having said that, all ages come to my classes as you do
the routines at your own pace – it is not a competition –
nobody is looking!
My mantra is ‘Dance with your heart and your feet will
follow’. Works for me! Hope to see you in class on Jan
7th – numbers permitting.
Sue Russell
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Longparish Players score a hit
Longparish Players made a welcome return to the stage
with a well-chosen double bill. The nine actors were
skilfully cast and the Friday audience enjoyed their
performances and the clever writing, with the plays
transposed to Longparish. Gosforth's Fête by Alan
Ayckbourn was directed by Martin Hulme with James
Hillier making his impressive Players' début as Gosforth
whose management of his personal life and the fête
leads to predictable disaster. Sandra Jones was the
elegant fête
opener struggling
against the odds
to do the job.
Andrea Harris
played the
school mistress
who had an illadvised fling with
Gosforth and
Toby Cooper
was her scout
leader fiancé
who swallowed
most of a bottle of sherry on stage with predictable
results. Jeremy Barber again played the well-meaning
local vicar, who tried to help everyone.
Sandra Jones directed Last Tango in Little Grimley by
David Tristram, which mostly took place at the committee
table of an insolvent local drama group. Its resourceful
chairman, played with a strong northern accent by Andy
Smith, manages to save them by writing a play which, it
is rumoured (publicity
entrusted to the local
gossip), contains
nudity. His fellow
actors were ably
played by Kathryn
Drinkwater and Jo
Webb, joined
reluctantly by the
club set builder,
Jonathan Frere.
Both productions were very amusing, with the actors
comfortable on stage, clearly audible and timing their
words to good comic effect. The new stage lighting and
the sound effects were excellent and the backstage crew
ensured all ran smoothly. Another star was the village
hall - warm, with comfortable chairs and a really useful
kitchen and washing up machine enabling the capacity
audiences to enjoy their meals.
Mary Jo Darrah

Help for eating disorders
Our local eating disorder support groups have been
supported by Winchester City Council in a fundraising
initiative with Local Giving Hampshire and Isle of Wight.
If you would like to support us please visit our webpage
www.localgiving.com/charity/beatwinchestereatingdisordersupport. Our two groups - one for
sufferers and one for families, meet monthly in
Winchester and offer much needed support to those
affected by this serious mental illness. For details of
groups contact: beatwinchester.recovery@gmail.com,
beatwinchester.carers@gmail.com .
Sarah Harris
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