
Hill & Valley Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott                      June 2013 

 

 1 

St Nicholas Pageant for 

Longparish 
A Generous Spirit 

 

 

Saturday 15th June at 6pm 
 

The pageant brings together a number of 
community groups, including St. Nicholas Church, 
the Longparish singers, the Spotlight singers, 
Longparish C of E school, the Andover Brass band, 
the Longparish Players and members of Winchester 
University. 
 
It is the story of St. Nicholas told through narrative, 
drama and music and includes a performance of the 
Longparish Mummers’ play. The whole has been 
largely written by the Rev. Professor June Boyce-
Tillman and is directed by her and co-ordinated by 
the Rev. Terry Hemming 
 
It will take place on the Longparish School field 
starting at 6pm, followed by a procession into the 
church for the second half. The performance will 
last approximately 2 hours.  
 
Tickets will be available from Rev. Terry Hemming – 

revhemm@yahoo.co.uk   
Tickets will be on a first come, first served basis, so 
book early to make sure of a seat in the church, and 
if the weather is bad! 
Please bring your own seating for the first half on 
the school playing field 
  

All donations are in aid of promoting music 
 at the school 

 
 

Results of FOLS 100 Club May Draw 
1 51 Angus Dawson 
2 71 Julie Wills 
3  4 Jess Ward 

 

Village Hall  

Auction of Promises 
Saturday, 22 June at Lower Mill 

Starts 7pm - gates open 5.30pm 

Please support us and help us raise funds for new 
tables and chairs for the Village Hall.  We need 
more donations and promises to auction but most of 
all we need you to come and buy things!  We’ve got 
some fantastic pledges already, ranging from a 
plate of iced cup cakes and a substantial mixed grill 

to a horse racing 
experience and a day’s 
sailing with lunch along 
with many others.  There’s 
something for everyone! 

We are very grateful to 
Karen-Marie Dinesen for 

inviting us to hold the auction in a marquee on her 
lawn and to use her beautiful gardens.  Please 
come and support us.  Bring a picnic and lots of 
lovely money.  Entry will be free for people on foot 
and £5 per car for parking.  If you can’t be there 
we’ll accept written bids in advance or telephone 
bids on the night. 

There is more information on the back page of the 
Longparish events diary insert with this edition of 
Hill & Valley and on the village website 
www.longparish.org.uk    
 

Please contact John Scott 720018, Jacqui Healey 
720560 and Maggie Barber 720459 for more 
information or to make a pledge.  Or you can email 
villagehall@longparish.org.uk   

 

 

June haiku 
 June liberation! 
  Greenhouse tender bedding plants 
   now risk the borders. 
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SATURDAY SATURDAY SATURDAY SATURDAY 29292929 JUNE   JUNE   JUNE   JUNE      

 Longparish School Community Hall Longparish School Community Hall Longparish School Community Hall Longparish School Community Hall    

7.30pm for 7.45pm prompt start7.30pm for 7.45pm prompt start7.30pm for 7.45pm prompt start7.30pm for 7.45pm prompt start    
    

Teams of up to 8 peopleTeams of up to 8 peopleTeams of up to 8 peopleTeams of up to 8 people    
    

£10 per person including: quiz entry, £10 per person including: quiz entry, £10 per person including: quiz entry, £10 per person including: quiz entry, 

supper & pudding.  supper & pudding.  supper & pudding.  supper & pudding.      

Please bring your own drinks, cutlerPlease bring your own drinks, cutlerPlease bring your own drinks, cutlerPlease bring your own drinks, cutlery and y and y and y and 

crockery.crockery.crockery.crockery.    
    

Tickets available in advance from: Tickets available in advance from: Tickets available in advance from: Tickets available in advance from:     

Sid Bryant (01264) 351 870Sid Bryant (01264) 351 870Sid Bryant (01264) 351 870Sid Bryant (01264) 351 870    

 or Clare Sykes (01264) 720 443 or Clare Sykes (01264) 720 443 or Clare Sykes (01264) 720 443 or Clare Sykes (01264) 720 443    
    

EVERYONE WELCOME!EVERYONE WELCOME!EVERYONE WELCOME!EVERYONE WELCOME!    
    

In aid of FOLS (Friends of Longparish School)In aid of FOLS (Friends of Longparish School)In aid of FOLS (Friends of Longparish School)In aid of FOLS (Friends of Longparish School)    

Registered Charity Number: 1001539Registered Charity Number: 1001539Registered Charity Number: 1001539Registered Charity Number: 1001539    

 

 

LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

TUESDAY  25TH  JUNE at 6.30 pm 
 

Evening Visit to Sandhill Farm, 
Newtown Road, Sherfield English, 

 Romsey SO51 6JY 
 
Sandhill Farm is the home of Andrew and Ra 
Mcindoe and they have created this garden 
themselves from scratch.  Andy came to speak to 
the gardening club in February this year and gave 
us a wonderful talk on “Shrubs for Flowers, 
Fragrance and Foliage” 
. 

Members Free  (Non-Members £8.00) 
 

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264720325 
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com   

or Marion Bell 01264720205 
 

 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH 

THE CANADA GOOSE 

The Canada goose is our 
largest goose with a 
wingspan 122-183cm or 48-
72ins in English.  You can get 
different types of Canada 
geese and there is one 
around the trout lake at the 
moment. It's exactly the same 
as our normal ones but half 
the size.  Canada geese 
have become tame and are 
around on most lakes, along 
with the greylags.  Their 
plumage is grey-brown with 
black head, neck, beak and 
feet and a white throat. Its 
lower belly is white and the 
flight feathers are black. 

Canada geese start nesting in late March to early April.  
The nest is on the ground, usually around water, hidden 
in the rushes or undergrowth, but they will also nest in 
the open.  The nest is made from sedge and grass lined 
with down.  They lay 5-11 eggs which are a creamy white 
but become stained during incubation.  The eggs are 
incubated for 28-30 days and the young fledge after 40-
48 days.  Like all geese the young leave the nest soon 
after hatching.  Their food is mainly grass but they will 
also eat leaves, fruit and seeds. 
 
Some people have asked me whether the photos I use in 
the magazine are all taken by me. Yes, all except the 
swift which I wrote about a long time ago, but they are 
not all taken in Longparish. 
 
April was a good month for village birds. A new tick for 
me in Longparish was a whinchat.  Just a few others 
seen were wheatear, reed, sedge and willow warblers, 
skylark, common sandpiper and lesser redpoll.  
Altogether I saw 71 different birds in April.  I had a very 
nice walk with Richard Williams and we saw 49 different 
birds in one walk, which I will tell you about in a later 
issue. 
 
My first swallow and house martin were seen on 14 April 
and my first swift on 24 April. 
     chris bowman 

 
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 - any volunteers? 

For a variety of reasons Gina, 
Jacqui and Linda will not be 
running the Macmillan Coffee 
Morning in September this year 
and would be happy for someone 
else to "take over the baton" if 
there are any volunteers.  

 
Contact Gina if you might be interested on 720128 or 
gina@ginasnowden.plus.com. 
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LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 

Sunday of the Month handicap race 
With lots of regulars off at the Marwell 10K and the 
Prague Marathon and the Evans family on a big bike 
ride, there was a small but select field for the May race. 
The weather was cool and overcast; where was the 
summer weather of a few days before? We welcomed 
new runner Liz Sparrow from Chilbolton on her first ever 

running race. It was 
good to see you, Liz. 
Let's hope it is the 
first of many. 
Evie Hillier stormed 
home, well ahead of 
the field, to take the 
Rising Star trophy. In 
second place was 
Chris Edwards our 
most Improved Man 
and Sarah Nelson in 
3rd place was Most 

Improved Woman. Special mention also goes to Magnus 
Stroier who beat his previous time by around 10 minutes. 
Well done! 
Thanks go to the adults who accompanied juniors and, in 
Elizabeth’s case to the junior, her son Jack, who cycled 
with her and urged her to greater efforts.  
Thanks very much to Di and Fiona for doing the signs 
and marshalling and to Maggie for marshalling, 
photography and the flapjack. And thanks, of course, to 
the Cricket Club for the lovely venue. 
 
The next race is on Sunday 9 June at the usual time of 
10am. Just for fun some regulars will be running while 
taking part in a 24hr race at the same time.  

 

LCA Coffee Shop Open 

Friday 14 June 
 

The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall meeting 
room is open from 9 am -12 noon every second 
Friday of the month.  

 
For £1 you can enjoy a cup of 
tea or delicious ground coffee 
and biscuits. 
  
Fairtrade orange juice is 
available for children. 
 

Drop in with your friends, children, parents. 
Everyone is welcome. 
    Gloria Goodliffe 

Longparish School News 
May Fayre 
 
We would like to thank FoLS (Friends of Longparish 
School) for all of the hard work and organisation that 
went into this year’s May Fayre and also everyone who 
helped in many different ways. It was lovely to see the 
Fayre so well attended, despite the inclement weather; 
the fantastic amount of £4274 was raised. 
     Alex Foggo 
 

 
 

Lower Mill Farm visit 

   In April, Heron class went to Lower Mill Lodge on a 
school trip to learn about fish habitats. We travelled to 
the farm by the school minibus in two groups.  When we 
arrived, we walked slowly and quietly across a bridge 
with Mr and Mrs Blocksidge. 
   After that, we got to see two brown trout in black 
buckets.  Mr Blocksidge told us about brown trout. Do 
you know how you can tell a brown trout from a rainbow 
trout? Well, a brown trout has red spots and a rainbow 
trout has a red stripe on its back.    
   The second bucket had a brown trout in it as well and it 
jumped up at us. Even though everyone else was scared, 
I wasn't. Mr Blocksidge then put it in the River Test. 
After that, we all walked back the same way to the lake.  
We walked all the way round the lake and asked loads 
and loads of questions. We then returned to school. 
     Elysia  Year 1 
 

Heron’s trip to Marwell Zoo 

On Monday 29
th
 April, Heron class went to Marwell Zoo. 

As soon as we booked in we got into groups, I was with 
Mikey, Rosie, Saskia, Megan L and Archie.  First, we 
saw the penguins (they were very smelly).  Next, we all 
walked quietly to the flamingos.  Flamingos go to sleep 
on one leg (they are very pink).  Also, there are mirrors to 
make it look like there are more flamingos.  Then, we 
saw the leopard.  He was in a cage asleep on the hill and 
was really spotty. 
   Later on we stopped at the Science and Learning 
Centre and a lady called Kayleigh explained to us what 
we were going to do. She told us that when we went into 
the classroom, it would be very cold because there were 
live animals and dead animal’s skins. First of all, I looked 
at some different skins of animals with my friend.  Before 
lunch, we had to wash our hands.  We then had to wash 
our hands again to make sure they were clean. 
   After lunch, we visited the rainforest, we saw a type of 
trout swimming in the mini river.  
     Danielle Year1 
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Longparish Fête 
Where in the world will you find a 

pirate ship, a dog with an excessively 
waggy tail, a fine jar of homemade 

jam and Peppa Pig? 
 
Longparish village fête 2013!  This year the village's 
biggest fundraising event will be on the Cricket Field 
on Saturday 7 September from 12 noon - 4pm, 
(thanks to Richard Wills and the Cricket Club.) 
 
Our fabulous refurbished village hall and our precious 
and ancient church need our support to maintain them 
as priceless community assets and they share the 
proceeds of the fête.  
 
If you can volunteer to help set up the fête stalls or run 
a stand or a game please contact Henry and Cathy 
Yelf on 720790 or David and Laura Wearn on 720066 
as soon as possible. 
 
It is a great afternoon so come along with all the 
family: browse the bargains on the bric à brac stall 
(but come early to beat the professionals), pick up a 
new outfit from Second Hand Rose, stock your larder 
from the produce and cake stalls, get some great 
reads from the book stall or just relax with a beer and 
a burger in the late summer sun! 
 
The kids can let off steam on the inflatable pirate ship, 
try their luck at the Peppa Pig tombola, see the Punch 
and Judy show, enter the family pooch in fun dog 
show and lots more. 
 

"The best fete in Hampshire" 

 
 

Longparish Cricket Club  
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors 

 

National Village Knockout 
After reaching successive regional semi 

finals with a string of “giant killing” performances, 
hopes were high for Longparish in their home tie with 
New Forest side Ellingham who play their league 
cricket only two divisions higher in the Hampshire 
leagues than Longparish.  Skipper Paul Blackmore 
won the toss and opted to bat, a decision Longparish 
immediately regretted as prodigious ball movement by 
a talented Ellingham attack reduced Longparish to 23 
for 4.  Barry Blackmore and Adam Lister put on 58 for 
the 5th wicket and Martin Savage was unbeaten on 27 
as Longparish were dismissed for 132 with 5 overs 
remaining.  Alex Coetzee picked up the wicket of the 
impressive Barker for 63 and Savage dismissed 
opener Vail but neither could prevent Ellingham 
easing to an 8 wicket win.  The game also saw the 
official naming of the Ken Ball scorebox in recognition 
of all that he did for Longparish Cricket Club 
throughout his life. 
 

Longparish U11 
In the eight a side “pairs” format of cricket favoured by 
the Winchester & District U11 league. Longparish got 
off to a flyer with a win over Tichborne U11.  Skipper 
Oliver Wills, Ben Wills and Angus Shorthouse bowled 
brilliantly.  Daniel Parkin impressed with the wicket 
keeping gloves, Luke Benzing and Harry Cardno 
picked up two wickets and Archie Birtles and Hamish 
Janaway one each in a 66 run win for Longparish.  An 
eleven a side match in the cup followed against a 
super strong Ropley side.  Jack Proctor picked up a 
wicket and Luke Benzing again impressed with both 
bat and ball but could not prevent Ropley racing to a 
69 run win.  
 
Longparish U13 
Longparish U13 looks to have carried their impressive 
indoor form to the outside arena and could be one of 
the Longparish teams to keep an eye on in the coming 
months.  In their opening league game against 
Twyford, Longparish U13 batted first and posted 164 
for 3 from their 20 overs with Scott Sturt hitting 33, 
Jordan Blackmore 30, Skipper William Samways 25 
and Callum Giles 31. The Tichborne batting struggled 
when faced with a super opening spell of bowling by 
Billy Keith and Cameron Proctor. Jack Fish, Jack 
Soper, Bexley Oliver and Dean Hanham all bowled 
brilliantly and Scott Sturt picked up 2 wickets in his 
only over to seal the win for Longparish U13 by 101 
runs. A similarly one-sided affair followed, away, on an 
awful track at Andover. Jordan Blackmore 31, Callum 
Giles 30 and Jack Fish 18 scored runs as Longparish 
closed on 147 for 4. Freddie Birtles took 1 for 11 and 
Charlie Hebburn-Selwood 3 for 11 as Andover closed 
69 runs short with 4 balls remaining. Tichborne Park 
U13 didn’t show up for the cup game so Longparish 
U13’s unbeaten run extends to three games. 
 
Longparish U15 
In their opening game of the season Longparish 
entertained an Amport U15 side in a friendly fixture. 
Sam Frost took 3 for 9 as Amport were skittled for 66 
and Matt Hewitt and Scott Sturt were unbeaten on 7 
and 16 respectively as Longparish U15 passed the 
target with three overs remaining. 
Only one league game for Longparish U15 so far, a 21 
run defeat away to an impressive Otterbourne outfit. 
Jamie Blackmore bowled a tight opening spell of 3 
overs for only 8 runs, Harry Samways took 2 for 25 
and Mali Colloredo 1 for 27 as Otterbourne U15 set 
Longparish a target of 119 for victory.  In reply Nat 
Wood was run out for 13 and skipper Dan Bearpark 
caught for 11 in an eye catching display from 
Otterbourne.  
 
Details of fixtures, results and training times for all 
teams can be found at www.longparishcc.co.uk 
 
Results of the April 100 Club Draw 
£35 John Jackson 
£15 Pete Newman 
£15 Dan Bearpark 
    Chris de Cani 
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Albert Edward Robbins 
30 December 1926 -23 March 2013 

 
His memorial service was held at St Nicholas’ Church, 
Longparish on Saturday May when this tribute was 
paid to him. 
 
This morning we are celebrating a very Christian man, 
a gentle man, a man who could see the funny side of 
things, a man of concern for others and especially of 
care for his family, Rose, Peter and Laura, Tim, Jack 
and Olly are in no doubt about his love for them. 
 
Bert was born in Lambeth and moved to Peckham so 
he was very much a Londoner.  He grew up in 
London, went to school there and trained in the City as 
a printer. It was there also where his attachment to the 
church began.  It is interesting that his mother was a 
very ardent Strict Baptist but Bert joined the High 
Anglican church as a server and he remained faithful 
to that tradition to the end.  Although he got on well 
with his mother they never managed to agree on what 
was right in church!  He began serving in Peckham 
and then moved to St Luke’s, Camberwell where he 
met a pretty young woman called Rose.  This 
courtship ended with a wedding there in 1958 and so 
we are celebrating 55 years of a happy stable 
marriage.  Bert was originally called up to be a Bevan 
boy.  He did not want to work as a miner but after the 
training he argued successfully to be allowed to join 
the army and was posted the Scots Greys with whom 
he was sent to serve in Germany.  Being a Scottish 
regiment he wore a kilt. 
 
Rose and Bert moved out of London and Bert went to 
work for Collins & Wilson in Andover, later moving to 
work for the Andover Advertiser, where he remained 
until retirement.  So we mourn a craftsman printer. It 
was in Andover that Peter and Tim were born and 
brought up.  Family meant a great deal to Bert.  Being 
a husband, then a father, then a grandfather was 
something important in his life. 
 
He was a great motorcyclist and would strip his 
machine down before reassembling it - even in the 
living room!  With Rose in the sidecar they would go 
on holidays and Cornwall was a favourite place to 
visit.  After the boys came along he graduated to a car 
but kept his enthusiasm for bikes. 
 
He was a faithful member of the Servers’ Guild, 
playing his part in London and Andover churches as 
well as working with Clive Judd in St Nicholas, 
Longparish.  He also served for many years in Holy 
Trinity, Winchester where he assisted a number of the 
priests there. So we mourn a servant of the church of 
God. 
 
We offer our deepest sympathy to Rose, Peter and 
Laura, Tim, Jack and Olly and all his family and 
friends. 
     Terry Hemming 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL REFECTORY 

Thursday 6 June 
A team of people from the Benefice will be helping in the 
cathedral refectory.  We would love to welcome new 
people who haven’t helped before.  There are morning, 
lunchtime and afternoon sessions.  It is a rewarding 
activity and fun too.  If you would like to help in June, 
please let me know.  
Jane Young 01264 720233 j.young233@btinternet.com  

 
 

From the Chair of Governors, 

Testbourne Community School 

As many of you will know, Hilary Jackson, our 
Headteacher, will be retiring – or as she insists, 
moving on to a new chapter in her life – at the end 
of the summer term. 
 
Hilary has made a huge difference to Testbourne 
and the education of its pupils.  When she joined 
the school, just over half its pupils gained five 
GCSEs at grade C or above. Last year, nearly all its 
pupils gained these good grades in at least five of 
their qualifications and having an outstanding 
school in the town makes a difference to everyone. 
 
The governors are delighted that they have 
appointed a strong and worthy successor, Ruth 
Beasley, to take this excellent work forward.  Now, 
they want to celebrate the difference that Hilary 
Jackson has made to so many young lives in 
Whitchurch and its surrounding villages.  It has 
occurred to them that many former pupils, their 
parents, or former staff of the school, would like to 
wish Hilary well for the future.  To that end, if you 
have a good will message for Hilary and would like 
to send it to her on her retirement, please would you 
send an email (or write) to Mary Soper, the 
Headteacher’s personal assistant, at 
mary.soper@testbourne.hants.sch.uk .  
Please make ‘Headteacher message’ the subject of 
your email and Mary will make sure that your 
message is added to others in a booklet for Ms 
Jackson’s retirement. 
    Penny Horner 

 
Fun on a grey day at Longparish School May Fayre 
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Longparish Parish Council 

New Parish Clerk 
 
The Council has appointed Mrs Sally Lawman as Parish 
Clerk, to start work on1 June.  She lives at Ladybird 
Cottage, Stoke, Andover, Hants SP11 0ND; and you can 
contact her on 01264 738716 or email 
clerk@longparish.org.uk  

The Council 

At the Annual General Meeting on 13 May, officers and 
representatives were appointed as follows: 

Chairman: Christopher Duxbury [who agreed to remain 
as Chairman until September to facilitate a succession 
and assist the handover to the new Parish Clerk]. 
Vice Chairman: Jonathan Frere. 
Highways Representative: Christian Dryden. 
Transport and Buses Representative: Phil Harris. 
Hill & Valley Representative: Natasha Rouse. 
LCA Representative: Christian Dryden. 
Village Hall Representative: Christopher Duxbury. 
Tree Warden: Graham Darrah. 
TVAPTC Representatives: Christopher Duxbury; 
Jeremy Barber and Sally Lawman. 

Planning Committee and Working Party [WP] 
Chairmen: 
Planning: Jim Sawyer. 
Finance WP:  Jonathan Frere 
Open Spaces WP: Jeremy Barber. 
Footpaths WP: Matt Beal 
Communications WP: Christopher Duxbury 

Planning 

The Council had no objection to: 

• New office accommodation and car/cycle parking 
with associated landscaping at the A 303 Recycling 
Centre. 

• The rendering of all exterior elevations at Ropers 
House. 
 

The council determined to object to: 
 

• The application for a lawful development certificate 
for a timber barn at Testwood Trout Farm. 

• The application for a certificate of existing lawful use 
of land as residential curtilage at Eastfield House. 

 
Wind Farm Development:  
The Council noted that the application to construct a wind 
farm on land at Upper Norton Farm, Bullington Cross has 
been received by the three Local Authorities concerned 
who are working together on the evaluation [Winchester 
City - 7 turbines; Basingstoke and Dean - 4 turbines and 
Test Valley - 3 turbines]. In accordance with policy, 
TVBC only sent the case papers to Bullington PC, the 
parish in which the development is proposed. 
 
Following discussion which centred on individuals’ 
attachment to the landscape and their concept of what 
constitutes unspoiled countryside weighed against the 
need to balance the transition to a low carbon economy, 

the Council determined not to comment on the 
application at this stage. 
 
However, anyone who feels that they wish to either 
support or object to the application should write to Head 
of Planning and Building Service, Test Valley Borough 
Council, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, Andover SP10 3AJ, 
quoting reference 13/00753/FULLN. 

Open Spaces 

Thank you very much to everyone who helped with the 
Village Clean Up.  A great deal of work was done to help 
keep our village special. 

Footpaths 

Work on FP 14 [the spinal path] is still scheduled to start 
at the end of May but may be delayed if the ground 
conditions are not suitable.  

Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the 
Village Hall committee room on Monday 10 June 2013 at 
7.30pm. 

Meetings are public and parishioners are welcome to 
come and speak by arrangement with the Chairman - 
Christopher Duxbury Tel: 720580 or  
email: clerk@longparish.org.uk  

 
 

Hampshire Air Ambulance bin 

The yellow Hampshire Air Ambulance bin is now back in 
the car park behind the village hall.  Many thanks to the 
school for accommodating it while the hall was being 
refurbished. 
 
The charity works with recycling partner 'Bag It Up' to 
collect unwanted shoes and textiles and then converts 
them into money for the Air Ambulance. They can even 
make use of old worn-out shoes and garments which are 
damaged.  Simply bag them up and then put them in the 
yellow bin. 

 
 

News from Longparish Playgroup 

This month at Longparish Playgroup we have been 
learning about life cycles.  We are able to watch a busy 
blue tit making her nest on a live bird camera and 
guessing how many eggs she will lay. Our frogspawn has 

turned into tadpoles!  We have planted 
lots of vegetable seeds that are starting 

to appear, and our sunflower seeds have 
been planted in preparation for the annual 
competition.  One afternoon 'Zoo Lab' also 

came to visit with their exotic 
creatures for us to learn about.  
These included a Giant African 
Snail, a millipede, a stick insect, a 
tarantula and a Corn snake!  The 
children loved it and were very brave! 
 
The FoLS May Fayre (raising money for the school and 
playgroup) was a great success, with so many fun stalls 
for all the family to join in with.  Claire Nash 


