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LCA Membership renewals 
If you haven't renewed yet, you can download a form 
from www.longparish.org.uk or use the back of the 
events diary for February or for this month.  
Thank you to everyone who has renewed their 
subscription to the LCA for 2013. The Committee would 
like to say a special thank you to those who have 
included generous donations with their membership fees. 
We are very grateful for the extra support to our funds.  

 

Tuesday Talks 
Last month Terry and Ruth Hemming gave us a 
fascinating insight into the art and hospitality of Orthodox 
monasteries, enhanced by a glass of authentic Balkan 
"firewater".  
The last talk of this season will be on: 
 

Tuesday 12 March: "Keep Calm and Carrion" - 
a double act between Ashley Smith, of the Hawk 
Conservancy Trust, and John Ellicock, who is one of its 
directors. The story of the development of the Trust and 
its conservation work with vultures, principally in Africa, 
will include some hilarious tales of Ashley growing up in 
Amport with his slightly eccentric farming parents 
 
Tuesday Talks will resume in October with more inspiring 
speakers from the village.  Christine Beresford 
 

Hog the Limelight presents: 

In Longparish Village Hall 
Friday 22nd March 7.30pm start 

 

Reg Meuross 
'One of Britain's finest singers/songwriters'  

according to Time Out Magazine 
 

He is touring with 'Songs about Tom, Dick and Harry' 
a unique show looking at some of the events that 

influenced the lives of extraordinary men and women 
throughout history 

. 
With Jess Vincent in support 

 
Bring your own picnic 

Cash bar 
Tickets £7 (£6 to LCA members), available from Emma 

Smith (720034), Sandra Jones (720551) or David 
Marklew (720796 or mob: 07747014519) 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 

Sunday of the Month handicap race 

Despite the unappetizing weather—grey, dismal, cool 
and damp—and the puddles everywhere (right across 
the road in places), a good number of runners competed 
in the February race. We were delighted to welcome new 
runners Lizzie and Chris Vincent and Christopher 
Edwards. 

The “interesting” going underfoot—some of the puddles 
were hiding potholes and there was plenty of water 
everywhere—perhaps meant that times were generally a 
little down and only three runners managed to show an 
improvement on last time. First of these was last month’s 
Most Improved Man who knocked another half minute off 
his time. Congratulations to David Roebuck on retaining 
the trophy and to Alice Evans, who romped through the 
field to finish as Most Improved Woman, also retaining 
her trophy. The only other time both the men’s and 

women’s 
trophies 
have been  
retained 
was last 
February. 
 

Emma 

presents 

the cups to 

David and 

Alice  
 

Magnus Stroier, at five and a half, magnificently 
completed the course under his own steam to become 
the month’s Rising Star. 

Many thanks to Katie and Emma Evans who, aided and 
abetted by Maggie, organised the race in Jeremy’s 
absence. Thanks also to David and helpers for the signs, 
to Maggie, Pauline and Jim for the refreshments and, of 
course, to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue. 

It is a handicap race so the slowest have as much 
chance of winning the cups as the fastest. Supporters of 
all ages are very welcome. 

Next month’s race on 10 March coincides with Mothering 
Sunday, so it will start at the earlier time of 9am. 

 

LCA Coffee Shop Open 

Friday 8th March 
 

The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall meeting room is 
open from 9 am -12 noon every second Friday of the 
month.  
 

For £1 you can enjoy a cup of tea or 
delicious ground coffee and biscuits.  
Fairtrade orange juice is available for 
children. 
 
Drop in with your friends, children, 
parents. Everyone is welcome. 

    Gloria Goodliffe 
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Sewing group has officially become Longparish Craft 
Club and we would like to welcome new friends with an 
interest in being creative. 
 
We chat, sew, knit, crochet and laugh and would love to 
add a wide variety of crafts to our list, such as card-
making, felting, jewellery-making and scrapbooking.  
Craft Club is a great way to meet others with similar 
interests and to see what everyone else is making.  
We cannot promise to have experts in every field of craft, 
however, if you are struggling with a project or new skill, 
there is a good chance that somebody will be able to 
offer help and advice. 
 
We are sadly saying goodbye to our dress-making guru 
Sonia and wish her a very happy new life in Derby with 
her family. Thank you for everything that you have taught 
us and please visit soon.  
 
The club meets fortnightly at Longparish Village Hall, 
either in the main hall or if the date coincides with 
Tuesday Talk/Gardening Club nights, we can be found in 
the meeting room (please enter via the rear door.) 
7.30pm - 9.30pm. Entry is £2 per person and includes 
tea and coffee. 
For more information and meeting dates visit Longparish 
Craft Club on facebook or http://www.longparish.org.uk/ 
or check the events diary in each issue of the Hill & 
Valley magazine. Email longparishcraft@btinternet.com  
or telephone Helen Ridge 01264 720256 or Zoe Phillips 
01264 720337. 
 

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) 

 
FUN FAMILY RACE NIGHT 

 
 

Longparish Community School Hall 
on 

SATURDAY 23 MARCH  
at 6.00pm 

Lots of fun for children and adults 
 

£5.00 PER FAMILY TICKET 

Bring your own food, snacks, drinks, plates, bowls and cutlery 
 

Raffle Prizes to Be Won! 
 

Please contact Elsa O’Sullivan (07974 790263) or Claire 

Arnold (07715 717511) for any further information.  Tickets 

on sale now! 

May Fayre 
Saturday 11th May from 12 – 3 pm 

at Longparish School 

 

Donations are needed for the following stalls and 

would be very gratefully received: 

Plants  Gorgeous Gifts Books 

Toys  Cakes 

Quality Childrens Clothing & School Uniform 

 

Donations may be left outside the school 

reception from 3rd May. 

Cakes and Plants can be delivered on the day. 

Please call Claire Arnold regarding any plants 

that need collecting on 0771 571 7511. 

 

If you are a seller requiring a stall on the day, or 

for any other enquiries please contact 

Mandy Goldsmith on 07714 122 017. 
 

Can you help me to help Mityana? 
In October, together with a few other people from the 
benefice, I aim to go out to Uganda with Dodie for two 
weeks. We are frantically trying to raise as much money 
as possible for all the various projects out there. In 
particular we are trying to raise money for project Ziira: 
the building of a new school which is getting along nicely 
but still needs more work! The school has a roof and now 
needs a cement floor and the walls need plastering. 
 
Previous groups have all gone out and helped to build 
the school with the money that has been raised.  I would 
love to be able to do the same and so am trying to raise 
as much as I can!  I aim to raise at least £600, so at the 
moment all of the money I am earning through 
babysitting is going in my Mityana envelope, and 
although that is going well so far, I still have a long way 
to go.  Last weekend I finally hit the £100, so progress 
has been made which is always encouraging. 
 
Another idea I have had is to offer to help at children’s 
birthday parties. I have younger cousins, so am quite 
good at looking after younger children, and I know how 
much more enjoyable such events can be with another 
pair of hands to help out!  
 
If you are interested in supporting this project you can 
use my babysitting and/or party helping services.  I am 
contactable either at home (01264 720702), by text if that 
is easier (07875 383 695) or by email 
(emma97evans@googlemail.com ). 
     Emma Evans 
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Longparish School News 

Mrs Kay Oliver – Celebration Assembly 
On Thursday 14 February we held a Celebration 
Assembly to say thank you to Mrs Kay Oliver, who has 
retired after 26 years of dedicated service to Longparish 
School. We were very sad to say “Goodbye’’ to Mrs 
Oliver, who has been a much valued member of staff and 
will be very much missed. We were joined by past pupils, 
staff, parents and members of the community to wish her 
every happiness in her retirement and we look forward to 
welcoming her back in school for future events. 
     Alex Foggo 
 
Gilbert White Museum trip 
Kingfisher Class has been learning about the Polar 
Regions and, as part of this, have carried out science 
experiments investigating insulators and friction.  We 
then visited the Oates Collection at the Gilbert White 
Museum to find out more.  
 
Whilst we were there, two of the things we tried were 
pulling a sledge and putting up a tent.  At first, with two 
people pulling the sledge and nobody in it, it was really 
easy, but once we started pulling people in it, it got 
harder and harder and barely moved.  The tent was very 
tricky, but great fun.  We were struggling a bit and when 
we had finished the front and the top pole, we realised 
we were missing a part, so we looked for twigs that fitted. 
We then put the cover on and we were finished. 
 
When we went in the museum and got to the clothes, we 
were really excited.  We put on huge boots and a body 
suit which was big enough to hide in.  I enjoyed seeing 
the stuffed penguins and trying to match them up to their 
names.  I also liked putting the egg on your foot and 
trying to balance it whilst walking. 
 
We then went on an expedition, I really enjoyed climbing 
up the hill and when we got to the top I realised how high 
it was and felt like I was going to fall down.  At the top, I 
was very surprised at the view of the place.  When it was 
time to go down the hill a force pulled you and it was 
really fun because it felt like we were flying. 
 
It was really fun going to the Gilbert White Museum and 
finding out about Antarctica and the adventurer Captain 
Oates.  It was a super day and I loved it loads. 
    Chloe and Daniel 

 
Fire Engine visit 
On Friday 1 February two firemen came to Heron class.  
They were called Gary and Dave.  First, they showed us 
how to keep safe when close to hot things.  We also 
discovered that smoke alarms keep us safe and if you 
took a battery from one it was a bad decision! 
 
Next, Gary showed us his suit and his helmet with 
goggles inside.  Then we watched a DVD.  It was fun.  
We then played a game called hoses and ladders and I 
rolled the dice.  After, we went on the fire engine and 
“drove” it. Then we put out a pretend fire.  Finally, we 
heard a story and had lunch.  It was a very busy morning 
and last of all we said goodbye.    
     Charlotte 
 

Please keep June 15 free! 
Have you felt the excitement? At Longparish we are 
planning for our first village pageant this summer. No, it’s 
not a parade through the village with floats but a 
wonderful performance centred on the life of our patron 
saint, St Nicholas. 
 
Watch this space as nothing has been finalised yet, but 
all being well we shall begin about 6 o’clock in the 
evening on the school field and then all process into the 
church. If any of you were involved in a performance of 
Benjamin Britten’s Noyes Fludde when you were younger 
then you will understand this is the kind of experience we 
wish the children to have. 
 
We have been very fortunate to have June Boyce-
Tillman (she is a Revd Professor Dr - do google her!) 
from the University of Winchester to write most of the 
script and music. She has worked around the world but in 
Hampshire has had large performances in Winchester 
Cathedral, Romsey Abbey and Basingstoke involving lots 
of children and performers and last year was at the 
Priory, Wherwell for a similar event there. David Hughes, 
who wrote the music to the hymn to St Nicholas which 
the choir sang when the Bishop of Winchester visited us, 
will also be writing some music for it. 
 
What might you expect? Music from the children at 
Longparish school, from the choir, from Andover Brass 
Band - and other local singers will be involved. We are 
hoping to revive the Longparish Mummers’ Play in it. We 
also hope you will learn more about St Nicholas and the 
stories and tradition associated with him. 
 
This is not primarily a fund-raising event but one to bring 
the village together and give the children an exciting 
musical experience but we are hoping that from the 
generosity of those who attend we shall raise money for 
the music programme at the school. We are therefore 
trying to raise funds for the expenses and should you 
know anyone or have any contact with a trust who could 
help by sponsoring or donating then please let anyone on 
the PCC or school know.  Terry Hemming 

.  

REMEMBER 
SATURDAY JUNE 15th 

at SIX O’CLOCK at THE SCHOOL 

ST NICHOLAS PAGEANT. 
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Longparish Parish Council 

Planning 

The Council had no objection to: 

• Tree work at Middleton House; Queen Anne 
Cottage, Forton; Beechlands; and East Aston 
House. 

• Small extensions at Broadacre and 5, The 
Withies. 

• A retrospective application by Raymond Brown  
Minerals & Recycling Ltd for temporary additional 
staff car parking at the A 303 Recycling Facility. 

 
The Revised Local Plan, the new name for the Core 
Strategy, which TVBC consulted on during 
January/February 2012, will be available for further 
consultation from 8 March to 26 April 2013 [a 7 week 
period]. 

Open Spaces 

The spring clean up day has been set for Saturday 20 
April. Further information is detailed in a notice on this 
page. 
 
Every now and again, the Council feels obliged to remind 
dog owners of their responsibilities as regrettably dog 
mess remains an ongoing nuisance and potential health 
hazard. This time someone [or perhaps some people] are 
throwing their dog poo bags into the beech hedge 
between Tudor Cottage and Lower Mill - this is pointless 
and unnecessary, so please do stop it.  

High Speed Broadband 

The County Council Plans to roll out high speed 
broadband to 90% of households in Hampshire.  Bringing 
it to Longparish will involve minimal disruption.  All that is 
needed is fibre optic cable to the telephone exchange 
and three new sub boxes and that cable will use existing 
ducting.  We need to ensure that demand from 
Longparish is sufficient to make it certain that we are 
included in the 90%.  If you have not already done so, 
please register an interest on the County Council website 
at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/broadband/broadband-
signup.htm  

Road problems 

There are lots of road problems at present.  Potholes are 
growing and lakes are getting larger because drains are 
not properly maintained.  If you are aware of a problem 
please help by reporting it using this link 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/index/transport/service557  
Please don’t assume that someone else has done it.  Far 
better that a problem is reported more than once than not 
at all. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the 
committee room at the Village Hall on Monday 11 
March.   
 
The April meeting [on Monday 8 April] will follow the 
Annual Parish Meeting [see separate advertisement]. 
Meetings are public and parishioners are welcome to 
come and speak by arrangement with the Chairman - 
Christopher Duxbury Tel: 720580 or 
email:clerk@longparish.org.uk 

 

 

Longparish Parish Council 
invites all parishioners to the 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday 8 April 2012 at 7pm 

in the Village Hall 
The APM is your opportunity to hear what the Council 

and other local organisations have been doing in the last 
year and ask questions. 

Wine and light refreshments provided 
 

 
Spring Clean Up Day – Saturday 20 April 

The Spring Clean Up Day will be on Saturday 20 April 
starting at 10am at the Ash Burn Rest. As usual there will 
be a pub lunch afterwards. 
 
More information next month.  Please reserve the date 
and help keep our village looking lovely.  
   Jeremy Barber tel 720459 

 

St Nicholas Church 

Spring Cleaning inside the 

Church & Churchyard Tidy-up  
 

Saturday 16 March 2013 
 

10am to 12.30pm 
 
Inside cleaners and keen gardeners (and others) 
needed to help with church cleaning (cleaning 
materials provided) and a tidy up of the 
churchyard (please bring your own tools - 
secateurs, rakes etc). 
 
Coffee and cakes will be provided. 
 
For further information please contact John 
Young (720233) or Alix Bremridge (358656) 

 

Easter Lilies 
St Nicholas Church always looks 
especially lovely at Easter, thanks to the 
flower arrangers and to the people who 
very kindly give lilies in memory of family 
or friends.  If you would like to donate this 
year, please let me know before the 
middle of March.   

    Eila Chamberlen 720691 

 
Senior citizens' lunches at Longparish school 

Apologies for a mistake in the last magazine.  The 
lunches now cost £2.50.  The next one is on 20 March. 
Please contact the school on 720317 or Jill McHenry on 
720869 for details.   Mary Jo Darrah   
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Joshua Harris.  
19th March 1997 - 28th December 2012. 

 
Reverend Terry Hemming led the service at Basingstoke 
Crematorium.  Extracts from the tribute written by the 
family are written below.   
 
Joshua Harris arrived in this world on 19

th
 March 1997, 

almost 6 weeks early.  His first 12 months involved a long 
initial stay in the special care baby unit at Basingstoke 
Hospital, and a time spent at Kings Hospital in London.  
He defied all expectations as, during this first 12 months, 
the medical team involved with his care did not anticipate 
Joshua would survive. 
 
Throughout this time, and during the subsequent years, 
Joshua’s physical problems became more pronounced 
and his family soon realised that his profound disabilities 
were going to take an enormous amount of care to 
endure.  As with all aspects of his life, feeding Joshua 
was hugely difficult. It was only due to Andrea’s patience, 
persistence and nursing knowledge that he was able to 
feed orally.  However, despite his life of complicated and 
intensive therapy and management, Joshua managed to 
develop a funny and very boyish sense of humour, as 
many people will have experienced! 
 
Christmas 2012 was a good one, with Joshua being well 
and thoroughly enjoying his favourite meal of roast 
dinner.  He seemed in good spirits for the few days after 
Christmas whilst at home which has made his passing all 
the more difficult. 
 
Although Joshua’s death whilst in respite care was 
sudden and unexpected, his family have lived with the 
knowledge that he might become seriously ill and 
develop complications which could take him at almost 
any time. 
 
Joshua was involved in as much of the family and village 
life as possible, visiting school fetes, village fetes, 
pumpkin competitions and going out in costume with his 
sisters for trick or treating with neighbours; and he was 
the first person to officially use the wheelchair ramp to 
the Longparish Village Hall! He enjoyed his time at 
Icknield School, and is sadly missed by the many staff 
and pupils who were his friends and carers at school. 
 
His family, and Andrea in particular, have endured 15 ¾ 
years of sleepless nights, hospital visits, specialist care 
teams, modified vehicles, and a home full of specialist 
equipment for Joshua - and they have had their hearts 
broken a little more each day.  The pain caused by the 
sudden loss of Joshua from their lives will never ease 
completely. 
 
Andrea, David, Molly and Ella would like to extend their 
heartfelt thanks to all their wonderful friends and 
neighbours who have taken the time to send cards, 
flowers and cakes and have brought tears, laughter and 
love to the house at this sad and difficult time.  They 
would like to thank Terry Hemming for his time and 
patience, and also everyone who has sent donations, 
which have been shared between The Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight Air Ambulance and Icknield School. 
 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH 
THE STONE CURLEW 

Stone curlews once nested in the village in the 1960s & 
70s; there was a pair for quite a few years on Dick 
Snow's farm and you can see Dick pointing to the well-
camouflaged egg in Graham Darrah's 1974 photo below.  
They were once an endangered bird, but in recent years 
have made a small recovery, and there are now 
estimated to be 500- 600 pairs.  The stone curlew is a 
very timid bird, mostly active at night.  If disturbed they 
will creep along the ground then run on their long legs. 
The stone curlew is a member of the wader family but 
prefers flat stony, dry ground.  Its head is large with 
prominent yellow and black eyes and a short bill with 
black tip and yellow base.  The wings are long with a 
span of 77-85 cms and white wing bars show in flight.  
The plumage on the chest is light brown with black 
streaks, and the back is the same except darker brown. 
They arrive from Africa in March and leave in October, 
sometimes gathering in small flocks before leaving.  

     
The stone curlew nests in the southern half of England, 
mostly in Norfolk and Suffolk's brecklands. Also on 
Salisbury Plain and a few odd places in Hampshire. The 
nest is a scrape in the ground lined with small stones, 
rabbit droppings and bits of vegetation. Two eggs are laid 
in April-July which are the same colour as the ground 
making them hard to spot.  They usually have one brood, 
but if the first one fails they will lay a replacement clutch 
of eggs which are incubated for 24-26 days.  The young 
leave the nest as soon as they can walk, finally fledging 
after 36-42 days.  They eat invertebrates. 

     
The stone curlew is just one of the birds which are no 
longer seen in the village; perhaps they will return one 
day.  I forgot to say last month that I have seen 102 birds 
in the last four years, and 60 in January. So, all you bird 
watchers, there is a lot of birds to be seen in our lovely 
village.    chris bowman 
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LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 

Tuesday 26 March  
at 7pm 

in Longparish Village Hall 
 

Mark Porter 
from The Down House, Itchen Abbas SO21 1AX 

on The Development of The Down House 
Garden 

The 2-acre garden developed by owners, Jackie and 
Mark Porter since 2001, was laid out in rooms 
overlooking Itchen Valley.  It has a roped rose garden, 
hot borders, a wildlife pond, a working vineyard and a 
potager. 
We will be going to The Down House garden in June for 
an evening visit. 
 
Raffle as usual. Non-members welcome £5.00. 
 
If anyone would like to join the Longparish Gardening 
Club we are still enrolling for this year. 
Please contact 

Rosie Lowry 01264720325 
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com  
or Marion Bell 01264720205 

 
Village Hall 

Our lovely refurbished hall is being used regularly by 
various classes, clubs and societies and we have had 
lots of good feedback. 

Do you have any surplus CDs, DVDs and Computer 
Games?  We are still collecting them to raise funds.  
They should be complete and in good condition so we 
can sell them on the internet.  Please give them to Jacqui 
at Riverby, Southside Road (720560). Email 
villagehall@longparish.org.uk  

We are also looking for a two or three drawer lockable 
filing cabinet to put in the cleaner’s store for keeping 
cleaning stuff safely locked away.  If you can help, please 
contact Maggie on 720459.  Many thanks. 

Finally please contact Jacqui if you know anyone who 
might like to book the hall regularly on Thursday 

evenings which are currently free. 

 

Longparish Village Directory 

I have only had two responses about the future of the 
Directory, both preferring details to be kept up to date on 
the website and not printed.   
 
It seems the sensible option but it will only work if those 
whose details are in the Directory tell the webmaster of 
any changes by contacting the website.  This particularly 
applies after Annual General Meetings when committee 
members change. 
 
Any further comments should be made to me quickly 
please.  My contact details are on the back page of the 
magazine.   Mary Jo Darrah 

 

Dog mess in North Acre 
Residents in North Acre have reported a persistent 
problem of dog mess around the garages in North Acre.  
Children play in that area and those using the garages 
find their shoes are soiled.  All dog owners are requested 
to carry plastic bags and to clear up after their dogs, 
even after dark. 

 

FOLS 100 Club Draw winners 

January 
1st Prize Andrea Harris  121 
2nd Prize Leanna Hollingdale  39 
3rd Prize Alice Evans  103 
February 
1st Prize Eila Chamberlen  33 
2nd Prize Robert Dawson   48 
3rd Prize Alison Cooper  124 

 
Longparish Cricket Club  
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors 

 

In the final round of games in the top division of 
Winchester & District Indoor League, William de Cani’s 
Longparish 1

st
 VI faced Hursley Park and triumphed by 5 

wickets to secure the Winchester & District Division 1 title 
and qualification for the Hampshire Cricket Board 
championship at the Rose Bowl at the end of the year.  In 
Division 3 George Kousseff’s Longparish 2

nd
 VI secured 

promotion with an impressive win over Tichborne II.  In 
Division 4 Justin Jackman’s precocious side secured a 
top four finish with an impressive win over Milbury 
Flamingo. 
 

Longparish also fields teams in the North Hampshire 
indoor leagues played at Dummer, the winner of which 
qualifies for the Hampshire cricket board championship 
at the Rose Bowl at the end of the year. With two thirds 
of the season gone the Longparish Lightweights, U18s to 
a man, top the premier division, and may end up playing 
themselves in the HCB championships in autumn! 
 

Winchester & District U16 Indoor League 
In recent years Longparish has finished top of this 
division on two occasions and runners up once. The run 
of success shows no sign of ending as Longparish U16 
faces one more game against Fairoak U16 for one of the 
top two spots after impressive wins over St Cross and 
Sparsholt.  
 

North Hampshire U15 Indoor League 
The success story continues with Longparish U15 which 
currently sits at the top of the North Hampshire U15 
league following a win and a loss during the past month. 
With three games to go Dan Bearpark’s side maintains 
realistic title ambitions. 
 

North Hampshire U13 Indoor League 
Longparish U13 currently lies fourth in the North Hants 
U13 league, after thrilling games in which they were 
narrowly defeated by Basingstoke and then by Odiham. 
     Chris de Cani 

January 100 Club draw 

1 £35 Graham Darrah 
2. £15 Anne Hammond 
3. £15 Martin Lowry 


