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Longparish Village Hall
Refurbishment
At last we can see things are really happening which is
very exciting. The photovoltaic cells (solar panels) were
installed and started generating electricity on 1 March so
we were able to meet the deadline for applying for the
higher rate Feed-In Tariff and they are working well.
The main work starts with asbestos removal on 26
March. Heras security fencing has been installed right
across the front of the building and there will be no
access to the rear, so there will be no parking by or
behind the hall. A blue water container has been placed
in the cemetery by the gate nearest the tap as the tap
itself will not be accessible during the works.
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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
PRIORITY TICKETS
Have you got yours yet? April is the last chance for
residents of Longparish and those living in the Hill and
Valley circulation area to buy priority tickets before sales
open to the wider public.
You are invited to come along to Lower Mill, Longparish
on Friday evening, July 6th, to watch a professional
production of this Shakespeare play set in the 1940s
while enjoying the lovely gardens and having a picnic
with friends.
Further details and tickets at £15 are available from Ann
Jennings 720367 and Gloria Goodliffe 720425

We have enough money for the first (building) phase but
we need to keep up our fundraising efforts, particularly
for the fitting out phase of the project. During April we
will be one of the beneficiaries of money raised by the
collection of green tokens at Leckford Farm Shop so
please visit and buy something so you can add your
token! Our local appeal remains open and fund raising
events continue.
On 17 May Clive Stewart-Lockhart will be talking about
behind the scenes on the Antiques Roadshow; the
gardens at Longmead House and Lower Mill will be open
on 23 and 27 May; there is a concert in St Nicholas
Church on both 25 and 26 May, and on 6 July there will
be a performance of Much Ado About Nothing in the
lovely gardens of Lower Mill. Also Jeremy Barber is
doing a sponsored run – the Everest Marathon on 29
May. More information on all of these events follows.

Forton’s Jeremy Barber is going to real extremes this
time to raise money for the refurbishment of Longparish
Village Hall: in May he’s attempting what has been called
the hardest marathon in the world. The marathon is the
regulation distance but it happens to be situated on the
roof of the world beginning at the foot of Mount Everest.

For further information about the refurbishment see
www.longparish.org.uk/amenities/hall_refurbishment.php or

contact John Scott 720018

Antiques expert

Clive Stewart-Lockhart
presents

Tales from behind the scenes at the
BBC Antiques Roadshow
& life in the world of antiques
Thursday 17 May 7 for 7.30pm
Longparish Community Hall
Tickets £5 from Maggie Barber 01264 720459 or Gloria
Goodliffe 01264 720425
Cash bar & nibbles, raffle, quiz, etc
Come & enjoy a special evening and help raise funds for
the Village Hall Refurbishment Project

Longparish Village Hall
Registered Charity No 301877

April Haiku
Soaring red wing span
the kite flies lazy circles
- poetry in motion.

Jeremy will start the gruelling 26.2 mile run at Everest
base camp on May 29th accompanied by a friend from his
university days, Peter Brunning. Jeremy says they’re
both looking forward to it, but with some trepidation.
“Some call it the hardest marathon in the world because
of the effect the very high altitude has on the body. We’ll
be running at heights of over 5,000m and the lack of
oxygen up there means that on some parts of the run
we’ll only be capable of going half as fast as we normally
would. I certainly think it’s going to be the hardest thing
I’ve ever done.”
Starting at 5364m at the Everest Base Camp, the route
winds through rough mountain trails before finishing at
3446m in Namche Bazaar in Nepal. Because of the very
extreme conditions, all the runners need to acclimatise.
“We have to be in the mountains two weeks before the
start, to get used to the altitude. The marathon is downhill
most of the way, but has two steep uphill sections. As
well as the rough terrain, we may have snow, ice and
very cold conditions to contend with too. It’ll be like
nothing I’ve ever done before. In fact, I’ll be using the
London Marathon this year as a training run!”
Jeremy began marathon running in 2000 when he
completed the Paris Marathon in aid of Longparish
Playgroup. This was a real challenge too, as he was still
recovering from a road accident the year before that had
left him with very serious leg injuries – injuries that had
put him in a wheelchair for three months - but Jeremy
and his team mates succeeded in raising an astonishing
£10,000 for Playgroup.
Alison Cooper
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Garden Openings –
Longmead House and Lower Mill.
Very many thanks to all who helped at the ‘Open ‘ Day
on Mothering Sunday, March 18th. We had no idea how
many visitors to expect and numbers are always very
dependent on the weather so we were pleased to have
175 adults, as well as some children, who all wanted tea
and cakes so we were very grateful for all the donated
cakes.
The two gardens will be open again on Wednesday 23rd
May 1 - 5pm and on Sunday 27th May 11 - 5pm. We will
be giving 25% of the total takings (from entry, teas and
plants sales) to the village hall fund and would be very
grateful for offers of help on these 2 days to man the
gates (which enables us to talk to visitors), or to sell
plants, or to make a cake (or a quiche for the Sunday
opening when we will offer light lunches), or to serve
teas. Please phone Wendy on 720386 if you could offer
some help. Many thanks.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB

TUESDAY 24TH APRIL at 7pm
AT HURSTBOURNE PRIORS VILLAGE HALL
Marina Christopher of Phoenix Perennial Plants
on “Propagation Made Easy”
Members Free (Non-Members £5.00)
Raffle towards the cost of future speakers
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
or Marion Bell 01264 720205
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Longparish Cricket Club
The
Winchester and District indoor leagues drew to a
close with the cup competition in which Paul Blackmore’s
Longparish II exited in an exciting quarter final against
Hursley Park and George Kousseff’s Longparish I lost a
tight final to Fair Oak.
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors

At the Dummer indoor cricket centre all three of the
Longparish sides hold title aspirations. In Division 4
Justin Jackman’s Longparish Lappas are top and
favourites to win the title provided they can overcome a
Yateley side in their final game. In Division 1 Paul
Blackmore’s Longparish Longhops are already promoted
and face a shoot out for the title with Thatcham in their
final game. In the Premier Division William de Cani’s
Longparish Lightweights lie third with two games to go
and a game in hand over the teams above and a
possible title deciding tie with Hook to come.
The Longparish Colts concluded their fantastic indoor
season with the U11 and U13 North Hampshire indoor
league titles. Both sides were unbeaten throughout the
winter and are now in full training for the coming outdoor
season when Longparish will be fielding sides at U11,
U13 and U15 in the Winchester and District leagues.
Anyone interested in playing for Longparish can find
contact details and much more besides at
www.longparishcc.co.uk
The extensive work on the square last autumn seems
have paid off and preparations are in full swing for cricket
to resume in early April. A scorebox is under
construction to replace the old one that was condemned
a few years ago and an artificial wicket is to be installed
in May following funding from The Lords Taverners and a
generous benefactor.
Chris de Cani
100 Club Draw winners
£35 David Gould
£15 Allen Snow
£15 Peter Herbert

Longparish School May Fayre
Saturday 12th May
As it's the time of year when those of you with green
fingers are busy in your gardens, FOLS are appealing to
anyone who can spare some plants for the plant stall to
get in touch with the plant stall organiser, Claire Arnold,
on 01962 761644.

Easter lilies
Easter day falls on April 8th. If you would like
to give a lily in memory of someone, please let
me know.
Eila Chamberlen tel. 720691

NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE SCHOOL
A team of six Year 10 students did a great job when they
beat off competition to win the IBM Blue Fusion
Challenge. They showed their initiative, team work and
problem solving skills. Our Girls’ Tag Rugby Team also
successfully took on local opposition – with our first team
winning the Hampshire Y7 & 8 Tournament, undefeated,
against 17 other schools from across the county, and our
second team coming second in their pool.
We are really excited about the imminent installation of
free solar panels on our school roof. We have been
informed that it will be one of the biggest school
installations in the county!
Letters have now gone out informing Y6 pupils that they
have been offered a place at Testbourne from next
September. As the numbers in our own catchment area
are lower than usual we anticipate we will still have just a
few places left, so please do get in touch if you would be
interested in your Y6 child joining us next year.
Hilary Jackson, Headteacher
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Longparish Community Association

Wonder” at the afternoon tea at the Community Hall on
Saturday 2nd June. Judging will be by community voting
on the afternoon.

Longparish Diamond Jubilee
Celebration Saturday June 2

“Wheel” be there- will you?

Thank you to everyone who has come forward with ideas
for the Jubilee Celebration. We are organising a day of
activities from dawn till late to include:

•
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A Dawn Chorus walk along the river starting at the
Cleeves and ending at Lower Mill for an open-air
breakfast

•

A mid-morning Lads and Dads football match

•

An afternoon Tea Party at the Community Hall,
featuring children’s races, a community Sing-Along,
a Cupcake competition (details below) and a
Wheelbarrow competition (details below)

•

An evening party with a Ceilidh band at the
Community Hall. BYO food and drinks.
There will also be a village Scarecrow competition
(details below).
More details about these events, and more which are
being arranged, will be published in the May issue of Hill
& Valley, and on the village website.

Jubilee Cupcake Competition
Now is the time to shake out your sugar and beat your
butter to take part in the Lovely Longparish Bake Off!
Produce and donate a plate of 4 cupcakes. Bring them
along to the Community Hall at 3.45pm to be judged by
Longparish celebrity chef Clare Francis. Clare will be
looking for artistic flair in the decoration BUT they must
taste delicious too.
After judging, the entries will be served and eagerly
devoured by the throngs attending the afternoon tea.
Class 1
Pre school and infant children
Class 2:
Junior school aged children
Class 3
Secondary school aged pupils
Class 4:
Adults
There are no rules except that all decoration should be
unaided. Help with cake making is permitted for children.
Please bring your cakes covered with cling film,
cellophane or a cake dome. Label your entry clearly with
the Class you are entering, your name and a phone
number.
For more details phone Gloria on 720425

Decorate a
Wheelbarrow for the
Diamond Jubilee
Turn your wheelbarrow into a mini
carnival float.
Show us your creativity in barrows ranging in size from
toy to builders. Parade your Jubilee-themed “Wheeled

LCA Coffee and Chat
Orchards in Southside Road is the venue for this month’s
Coffee and Chat. Gina Snowden is hosting the morning
on Tuesday 17th April between 10.30 and noon.
Everyone is very welcome. If you need a lift please
contact Gloria Goodliffe on 720425

Scarecrow Competition
Would you like to help make a trail of
scarecrows to decorate the village
for the Diamond Jubilee? Let your
imagination run wild and make a
scarecrow to rival all others.
Entries are invited from families or
individuals. Entry forms with more
details are available from the shop. Entry fee £2 a
scarecrow.
Don’t feel daunted by the task. Workshops to inspire you
will be run by Georgina Knipe and others in the
Community Hall on Friday 18th May from 6.30 to 8pm, on
Saturday 19th May from 9.30 to 11am, and another to be
confirmed. Some materials will be available.
Now is the time to start sourcing your materials. Check
out Granny’s wardrobe or Grandad’s cupboard for old
clothes. Remember, it is a Diamond Jubilee so more
points will be awarded if your scarecrow has a regal
theme.
More details will follow in the May issue of Hill & Valley.
For more info phone Georgina Knipe on 720713

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
It was a lovely spring morning for the March race. Ian
Beveridge knocked an impressive 48 seconds off his
handicap to finish as Most Improved Man for the 3rd time
in succession. Well done! That is the first time anyone
has achieved three in a row. Most Improved Woman was
Alice Evans
who beat her
handicap by
over 30
seconds.
Thanks very
much to
Maggie, Katie
Evans and Jack
for marshalling,
to Jim Dundas
for the cake,
Gloria for helping with refreshments, David for the signs
and to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.
We look forward to seeing runners of all standards and
brisk walkers at the next handicap race on Sunday 8
April starting at 10am at the Cricket Ground, and
supporters will also be welcome.
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Longparish Parish Council

April 2012

lookout and report any suspicious behaviour to the police
by dialling 101.

Annual Parish Meeting
As well as reports on the Council’s activities in the last
year, the A.P.M. heard reports from Helen Mehaffey for
the School, Ed Gairdner for the Playgroup, John Scott for
the Village Hall, Maggie Barber for the Community Hall
and Christian Dryden for the Community Association.
You can see their reports in the minutes on the village
website. All these groups help make our village special.
It would have been pleasing if more parishioners had
been able to attend to hear the speakers.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting is on Monday 16 April
2012. Meetings are public and parishioners are welcome
to come and speak by arrangement with the Chairman.
Christopher Duxbury Tel: 720580
Email:chairman@longparish.org.uk .

Saturday
21 April

Planning
There were no new planning applications.
HCC has submitted the Hampshire Minerals and Waste
Plan to the Secretary of State for approval. You can see
all the documents on the HCC website at
www.consult.hants.uk

Meet 10 am at
Ash Burn Rest

Open Spaces

As usual there will be a pub lunch after the village clean
up. Please come and help, both for fellowship and to
keep our village looking lovely.

Playground
Good news. The new
playground
equipment for
younger children is
now in place and in
use. Laura Wearn
has kindly agreed to
manage the bits of

We’ll do some work on the stream and use the soil left
over when the new playground equipment was installed
to mend the bank. And we’ll also be doing other jobs
such as cleaning signs and benches, litter picking and
painting equipment in the playground. If possible,
please would you contact Jenny Jolliffe (tel 720207) in
advance if you are able to help so we can we can match
jobs, volunteers and tools to save messing about on the
day. Thank you.
grass which Clive Kent
can’t reach with the
mower or strimmer.
The fence near the skate
ramp was damaged,
probably accidentally.
Chris Millett has repaired
it.

Bench in North Acre:
Des Cox has kindly
installed the new bench
which looks very good.
Clean Up Day:
The Spring Clean Up
Day will be on Saturday
21 April, starting at
10am at the Ash Burn Rest.
Pocket Nature Reserve at The Common:
There have been three working parties at the nature
Reserve led by Paul Knipe. The last one on 17 March
went well – volunteers included Colin Elwell, plus
Jemima and Edward, Terry Hemming, Phil Harris, Nigel
Goodliffe and Jeremy and Maggie Barber. They did a lot
of work, pollarding willows and other tree work to improve
the habitat and despite the poor weather, had a
wonderful bonfire to dispose of the debris.

Thefts of manhole covers
Metal thieves have been active with manhole covers
stolen in Forton and East Aston. The price of scrap
remains high and more may go AWOL. Please be on the

Jenny Jolliffe tel 720207

Longparish Fête 2012
“The best fête in Hampshire”

The fête this year will be on Saturday 1st September on
the cricket field, by kind permission of the Middleton
Estate and Longparish Cricket Club. This family event
runs from 12.00 to 4.00pm
The main activities will be:
Basingstoke Silver Band, playing throughout the
afternoon.
Village Dog Show
Punch and Judy show – two different shows
Garston Gallopers – Morris Dancers – two
displays
Juggling Jake – Juggling and Circus skills
display plus demonstrations and instruction for
children throughout the afternoon
The children’s fairground carousel, helter skelter
and bouncy castle will be there plus Dave West’s
Wild West Fast Draw
We hope our normal teams of wonderful volunteers will
be running the usual stalls: books, produce, bottle stall,
cakes, teas, bric á brac, Second hand Rose, grand draw,
champagne draw, coconuts, bowling, pitch and putt and
the fantastic bar and barbecue.
Please put the date in your diary. If you know of anyone
who wants to run a new stall please let me know or put
them in touch with me. Ideas and suggestions very
welcome.
Tom Bremridge, tel 720689 tom@brem.eclipse.co.uk
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Obituary
Tina Chapple, 1938 - 2012
Tina herself prepared this to be read at her funeral.
“I was born in Greenwich London in 1938, the youngest
of four children and was mainly looked after by my eldest
sister Doreen. As a toddler I was evacuated to the north
of England with my sister, Lillian, who was nine years
older than me. The people who took us owned a mill and
Lillian worked in the office. But I was too young to work
and so returned home within a year. I spent the rest of
the war years in the Anderson shelter in the garden.
Greenwich was very heavily bombed as it was a
dockland area. There were only a few houses left
standing in our street after the war and they were unsafe,
so we were offered a house in Kidbrooke with electricity,
an inside loo and a bathroom, which was lovely, no more
tin baths or freezing cold walks to the toilet in winter. We
thought we were the bee’s knees.
th

I left school had a few weeks after my 15 birthday and
got a job as a post girl in a factory. I enrolled for evening
classes at the local college to learn shorthand and typing.
When I passed my exams I applied for a secretarial
position for a firm who had head offices in Berkeley
Street, Mayfair. I was offered the post and was very
happy there, living the London life of theatre and parties.
When I married my first husband, we moved back to
Greenwich in a two room flat with shared kitchen and
outside toilet. But when my first son was three years old,
my husband’s firm moved to Basingstoke in an overspill
scheme and we were offered to go with them, which we
did. We were given a very nice home in South Ham. I
had another three children and while they were small I
did evening cleaning to earn extra money. We saved
hard and when Jill, my youngest, was five years we
managed to put a deposit on a little house in Longparish
which we loved and spent a lot of time doing up. As the
children got bigger, all their activities were at their senior
school in Whitchurch, so we decided to move there.
Unfortunately we were only there are few months, when
my husband left to set up home with the lady he had
been seeing, which I knew nothing about.
I met my second husband Brian through a friend and he
was the best thing that ever happened to me. He was
kind and considerate and we were very happy. When
Brian retired, we went to live in Cyprus. My three older
children were married with families and Jill who was 18
years old came with us. We had some good years but
got homesick and returned to the UK. Jill had married a
Cypriot and stayed with her husband.
My beloved Brian died four years later and my grief was
unbearable. The doctor told me to get a dog to have
something to get up for in the morning. So I went out to
the rescue centre and saw little Mollie, who also had a
broken heart through cruelty, so we made a good pair.
She crept into my heart and we were inseparable. She
saw me through my cancer, on bad days never leaving
my side. I loved her to bits. If my dearest, sweetest
Heather is reading this then hopefully I’m with my
beloved Brian. I’ve had a good life—not always easy—
and I have been blessed with having the best friends and
helpers anyone could want, so I thank you all sincerely.”
(A tribute to Lynn Pennefather will follow in the next issue)
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Annual Church Meeting
Please come and support your parish church at the
Annual Church Meeting in the School and Community
th
Hall, 7.30pm on Thursday, 19 April. There will be
reports on church life during 2011. We shall be electing
churchwardens for the coming year, and members of the
PCC (Church Council). Electors for the latter need to be
on the Church Electoral Roll. Forms are available in
church for those friends not at present on the Roll (the list
of Church members), but need to be returned to one of
the clergy before the meeting. We will be very grateful
indeed if you can come to show your interest and
support.
Martin Coppen, Rector of Longparish
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL REFECTORY
Dates for 2012
Wednesday 18 April
Thursday 7 June
Friday 19 October
The rota for this year’s helpers has been circulated, but if
any new people would like to come and help, please let
me know. It is a rewarding day and fun too. Jane
Young 01264 720233 email j.young233@btinternet.com
BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
THE GREY WAGTAIL

The grey wagtail is a very graceful slim wagtail, not as
common as the pied wagtail. We have four wagtails:
three resident - pied, grey, yellow - and one passage
migrant - white. The grey wagtail has a pale yellow chest
with a darker yellow rump, grey head and back, black
wings with thin white bars, a long tail and pink legs. Like
all wagtails its tail flicks all the time. It is migratory but
some over-winter, usually in the south.
They start to nest in April to May, often having two
broods. The nest is usually near water, in a hole or
crevice in a wall or bank, under a bridge or among tree
roots. The nest is made of roots and small twigs,
sometimes moss, and is lined with grass and hair. 4-6
eggs are laid which are whitish, cream or grey buff,
faintly marked with darker grey. Incubation takes 11-14
days, and the young fledge after 13-14 days. The grey
wagtail’s food is mainly insects and it has three main
feeding techniques. It may walk or run repeatedly
picking up small insects or chasing them. It may fly,
catching flies from a perch or sometimes hovering to
catch insects. It may sometimes wade into shallow water
to catch tadpoles.
Chris Bowman
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Sheep safely grazing by Longparish House

The observer observed
Chris Bowman captured on camera on his daily scoot
around the village, binoculars at the ready to spot the
variety of local birds he describes in his articles for the
magazine.

Until recently Patrick Beresford and Tom Bremridge
(shown here) mowed the churchyard, two of the many
volunteers who help to keep the village looking beautiful.

This engine is part of the
colourful new equipment
for young children in the
playground, which is
mentioned in the Parish
Council report.

The Cleeves is beginning to be restored to open water
meadow as older residents will remember it in the 1950s,
thanks to Mr and Mrs Tacchi and Natural England.

The tree root in Mill Lane, which has bounced all who
drove over it and caused a serious accident to a cyclist,
has just been sorted by HCC highways, prompted by the
Parish Council.
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