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Roads in Winter and the Snow Code! 
Hampshire County Council has reviewed how it keeps 
the roads clear during snowy weather. It has stored more 
salt and grit and invested in more grit lorries. Its officers 
have reviewed all the priority routes and are responding 
to parish councils’ suggestions and comments about last 
winter. For more information go to www3.hants.gov.uk 
/hampshirenow/preparing for winter.htm. 

Gritting routes through Longparish: 
Priority 1 is B3048,  

Priority 2 is Southside Hill which therefore may not be 
gritted each time, so the advice is to use the main route 
through the village if you can reach it.  

Two grit bins have been placed in the village.  One is 
near the telephone box in North Acre.   The other one is 
by Forton bus stop.  Two more have been requested. 
The grit in these bins can be used to enable drivers to 
reach the priority routes and essential footpaths. The grit 
is not intended for use for private drives or paths. Use 
table or dishwasher salt on your own paths or drives. 

Meanwhile invest in your own bag of salt and shovel just 
in case!    Christian Dryden 

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR! 
In this very cold and snowy weather please LOOK OUT
for your neighbours by checking that they are able to 
keep warm and have enough food supplies.  

Advice from Hampshire County Council:  
If you know of anyone who you feel may be at risk from 
the cold or if you yourself have been unable to leave your 
house and are running low on supplies you can contact 
Adult Services on 0845 603 5630. 

Try your neighbour first, most people are very willing to 
help, they just need to be asked! 

Take extra care when clearing paths – use salt or grit, 
not hot water. Dishwasher salt or table salt is 
recommended by the government Snow Code. There is a 

copy in the village shop or look on www.direct.gov.uk. 

Suspicious incident in Longparish 
Police are warning local residents to be on their guard 
following an incident on Tuesday 7

th
 Dec. A male was 

disturbed in the garden of a resident and made off.
If you see anyone acting suspiciously please call the 
police at the time. 

Please contact Hampshire police on 0845 045 
4545 with any information. 

Your local neighbourhood officer is: 
PC 1386 Richard Jewell 
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Another hard frost. 
Winter pansy blooms droop, sad, 

waiting for the thaw. 

Longparish Players - “I’ll Get My Man” 
The Longparish Players scored another hit with Philip 
King’s “I’ll Get My Man”.  Each production seems more 
professional than the last.  The play which was directed 
by Philip Holder with Andy Smith had the audience in fits 
of laughter.  The script was amusing and the actors were 
audible, displaying a nice sense of comic timing so that 
few of the jokes were missed, though the prompter was 
still needed on occasion.  The set, built by Peter Jones 
and his helpers, won a well-deserved round of applause 
at the beginning of the Saturday performance and 
provided a credible 1960s vicarage setting with multiple 
doors, as well as stairs, for the exits and entrances farce 
entails.  These were skilfully used by the players. 

Jonathan Frere played out of character as the absent-
minded vicar whose decision to advertise for a 
companion who could cook and share his bed sparked 
off the action.  He has an easy and commanding 
presence on the stage.  Andrea Hulme struck the right 
note as Mrs Carter, his flirtatious housekeeper, at odds 
with his domineering sister, Harriet, who wants to put him 
on a diet.  Andrea Harris did well to make this 
unsympathetic part believable.  The household is further 

disrupted by the arrival of his TV star nephew admirably 
played by Toby Cooper, taking refuge from the press, his 
admirers and especially pop star Pixie Potter, who has 
announced their engagement.  Toby’s world weariness 
as he catches yet another fainting admirer sticks in the 
mind.  Sandra Jones played Winifred Barrington-Locke to 
the manor born, a delightfully nuanced performance.  
Newcomer Kate Jones also was well cast as a New Age 
vamp, determined to get her vicar.  Kathryn Drinkwater 
as Pixie Potter managed to transmute, after a scrubbing 
from Harriet, from a brash popstar to a “nice” girl who got 
her man.  Jeremy Barber was promoted from his earlier 
roles as a meek vicar to be a scandalised bishop and 
found a surprising volume and depth of indignation.  
Martin Hulme managed to combine Paul Costelloe’s  
small role of photographer with managing everything 
backstage at the Saturday performance. 

It was unfortunate that the bad weather and other 
attractions perhaps deterred some from coming.  The 
Players certainly deserved a capacity house – a good 
laugh is the best medicine.  There are more pictures by 
Martin Lampard on the website, www.longparish.org.uk, 
together with a You Tube clip and a video of the 
performance made by Henry Yelf.             M.J Darrah 
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LCA Proudly Presents …

Joanna Lumley’s favourite tenor 

Iestyn Edwards has entertained royalty. 
Now it’s our turn. Book your tickets now. 

Includes three course meal. 
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LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race 
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Sheila Borlotti is hosting this month’s 
coffee morning on Tuesday 11th January 
at her home, Autumn Cottage, in West 

Aston. 
Chase away those winter blues and come along for 
a coffee and chat between 10.30am and noon.  
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A Happy New Year and 
welcome to new villagers 

As usual a Welcome to New Villagers Evening will be 
held sometime in the Spring.  If you have new 
neighbours or are indeed a new villager yourself, please 
let me know your name and address so that you can be 
included on the invitation list.  In the meantime, we hope 
you enjoyed your first Christmas in Longparish and I look 
forward to meeting you later in the year. 

Gina Snowden 
Welcome Co-ordinator 

Orchards, Southside Road  Tel.720128 
Email gina@ginasnowden.plus.com 
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The New Year is the time to renew your annual 
subscription to the LCA. The Community Association is a 
charity which organises events and activities for the 
benefit of the village. Membership costs £1 per person 
and entitles you to a discount at events organised by the 
Association. To renew or join for the first time you can 
use the form printed at the back of the events calendar or 
download one from the village website. 

Christine Beresford 

Hampshire Potato Weekend. 

29-30 January 2011 
10am - 3pm

 Testbourne Community Centre, 
Whitchurch. 

150 varieties of seed potato, buy individual tubers or 2.5 
kg nets.  Also pea and bean seeds and onion and shallot 
sets and other gardening items. Expert advice, children's 
activities and a huge seed swop stall. Entry £2 per adult, 
children free, refreshments. 

 

Village Pub raises money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

On Saturday 27
th
 November 2010 The Plough Inn, 

Longparish, hosted its first fundraising gala dinner and 
auction of promises for Macmillan Cancer Support.  
Landlady, Kerry Hicks, said  “So many of us are touched 
by cancer in some way, to support a charity such as 
Macmillan makes us feel that we have done something to 
help”. 

The guests of the evening enjoyed a three course meal, 
live music and an auction of promises. The village and 
local businesses rallied together to donate items for the 
auction. The talented auctioneer and villager, Graham 
Healey, skilfully sold all 19 lots, including a home grown 
winter vegetable hamper, 1 nights stay in a B&B in Alton 
and an ink drawing by local illustrator Alison Cooper.  

Those who attended as well as having a fabulous 
evening gave very generously and raised £1,825.00 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. The Plough hopes that they 
will be able to make this an annual event for other 
deserving charities in the future.  David Hicks 

Playgroup Birthday 
The 18th November saw birthday 
celebrations at Longparish 
Playgroup; it has been 5 years 
since the playgroup moved into 
the beautiful building overlooking 
St Nicholas' Church and the 
meadow.  Claire Nash and her 
team invited the children and 
parents to a party which  Maggie 
Barber, who ran the playgroup for 
many years, officially opened by 
cutting a celebration cake.  A 
great day was had by all. 

Happy Birthday Longparish Playgroup! 

Santa pops in to Longparish 
Toddler Group Christmas Party 

A very excited throng of toddlers 
(and mums!) welcomed a 
surprise visit from Santa, who 
joined them for the annual 
festivities at the Longparish 
Toddler Group Christmas Party.  
It was a jubilant occasion with all 
our local little ones gladly 
feasting in the festivity of it all.  A 
very big Thank You to jolly Santa 
for bringing sparkle and presents 

to the cheery tots do.  A warm thank you to Donna and 
Helen, who took over the organisation of toddler group in 
2010 and with help from all the other local mums have 
made toddler group a fantastic drop-in experience for 
toddlers and parents to enjoy.  
Happy New Year to toddlers, parents and Santa. 

Toddler Group reopens its doors at the Village Hall on 
Wednesday, 12th January 2011 
    Serena Read 

St Nicholas Christmas Fair 
Many thanks to everyone who braved the cold, icy 
weather on 5

th
 December and supported the St Nicholas 

Fair.  It was an enjoyable afternoon with a good variety of 
stalls which raised £1,250 for St Nicholas Church.   

Thanks too to all those who contributed to its success by 
making donations for the stalls or helping on the day - 
especially to Jeremy Barber who cleared the paths to the 
hall and made them safe. 

Jane Young and Eila Chamberlen 
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE  
Ofsted Says Testbourne School is 

Outstanding   
We are really delighted to be able to report that Ofsted 
judged Testbourne to be an “outstanding” school 
following their two-day inspection on November 11

th
 and 

12
th
.  We were told of the grade on the afternoon of the 

second day but as the judgment is subject to moderation 
we had to wait three weeks until the report was 
confirmed before we could officially go public. It was a 
slightly nervous wait but worth it.  

To be judged outstanding - one of only 10% of secondary 
schools nationally since the new Ofsted Framework was 
introduced - means a great deal to us.  After our last 
inspection in 2007 we were deemed “good with 
outstanding features”; this judgement validates the work 
we have done since then to raise our standards even 
further and reflects our determination to make 
Testbourne the best school it can be, competing with and 
equalling the very best schools in the area. 

 Amongst their findings the inspectors reported that: 

• Attainment in GCSEs has risen and is now high 

• Students respond well to the excellent 
relationships between them and their teachers, 
behaving excellently and having exceptional 
attitudes to learning  

• Outstanding care, guidance and support 
underpin successful academic achievement 

• The provision for gifted and talented pupils is 
exemplary 

• Students make an excellent contribution to their 
local community 

• Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is excellent 

• Promoting equality and tackling discrimination is 
at the heart of the school’s excellent work  

• The students are proud of their school    
(You can read the whole report on the school 

and Ofsted websites) 

I am pleased for the staff, pupils, parents and governors 
who have all, in their different ways, contributed so much 
to this recognition for the school. I am also, however, so 
very pleased for the town and wider area we serve. It has 
always been my aim to ensure that Testbourne is a 
school which our local community can be confident in 
and proud of and I hope this important and independent 
judgment allows you to feel just that. 

The inspectors also found that “the school is ambitious to 
continue making improvements, even where provision 
and outcomes are already excellent”. And that is 
absolutely right – there are still things we want and need 
to do to make Testbourne an even better school. There 
will be no resting on our laurels but we hope you will 
enjoy and share this special moment - for our school and 
community. Some of our pupils have coined the phrase 
“Testbourne is Bestbourne” and, on this occasion, I think 
I’ll let them have the last word! 

We shall look forward to taking on new challenges in the 
new year and wish you all a happy and  “outstanding” 
2011.   Hilary Jackson, Headteacher 

�$�'.��&�)�	!)$$����%��
As always, December was an extremely busy and 
enjoyable month. The arrival of snow with outbreaks of 
seasonal illness made things even more exciting than 
usual!  Thanks to the commitment and dedication of our 
staff, we were able to remain open throughout the snowy 
weather. I hope you enjoy reading the children’s reports 
below, which will give you a flavour of life at school this 
month.     Alex Foggo 

Snow days 
On the snow days (2

nd
 and 3

rd
  December) at Longparish, 

the school pupils still came to school and we had great 
fun. First, we ran outside and did maths, but we did it in 
the snow! We had to build a snowman; the head had to 
weigh 1kg and altogether it had to be one metre tall, 
however we had to estimate it without rulers. Heron and 
Kingfisher classes also carried out maths activities in the 
snow and Robins looked for animal tracks- they found a 
pair of antlers.  

At break time we added to the snowmen and even now 
we can still see the marks of snow left. Altogether we had 
some great days.  By Charlie and Robbie  

St Nicholas Day Service 
On Monday 6

th
 December, Longparish Primary School 

walked to St Nicholas Church for a service to celebrate 
the installation of the new child bishop, Simeon Evans.  
Scarlett Ridge, last year’s bishop, handed over the cope 
and mitre. The two vicars, Reverend Marsden and 
Reverend Hemming, conducted the service and blessed 
the new bishop after thanking the old bishop. We also 
sang the St Nicholas song and listened to two stories. 
                                                      By Jack and Emily  

Stable Manners 
Quickly, before someone sees you, come over, but be 
careful, Grabber and Snatcher, two sneaky robbers, are 
lurking around these dark alley ways of Bethlehem 
somewhere! 

Longparish School presented a new adaption of the 
nativity “Stable Manners” in the school hall on 13

th

December 2010. It was a mindbreezing experience, 
packed full of fun and mischief out of this world. The 
audience were ready to gasp out loud at the wonders of 
this drama and they did! 

Our cast was filled with loads of different characters, from 
some groovy, rapping, clapping heaven helpers - it’s the 
rapping angels - down to a French camel who was just 
spitting to have some fun.  The stars of this show were: 
Bessie, the beauty with a bell, Chuck, the karate kicking 
chicken and me… Cecil the sheep.  It was a 
flabbergasting show. Did you come?    By Isabelle Parker 
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LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

TUESDAY  25TH  JANUARY  2011 

7 pm.in Longparish Village Hall. 

Yvonne Bell on “The Edwardian Garden” 

Members free.  Non-Members £5.00 
Raffle towards the cost of future speakers. 

We will be re-enrolling for the 2011 programme. – New 
members welcome from our combined parishes. Yvonne 
Bell is a well-known speaker from Axbridge in Somerset 
and she has a daughter living close to Longparish.  She 
speaks regularly to all sorts of organisations including 
U3A, Probus (Retired Businessmen), Civic Societies, 
The National Trust , W.I . Groups and many more.  

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325 
Or rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com

DID YOU KNOW? 

• Hampshire County Council manages 5,000 miles 
of road 

• 46 first priority routes are directly managed by 
HCC on the County road network 

• The average length of each salt route is 35 miles 

• 5 tonnes of salt are carried by each truck on a 
salting run 

Longparish Parish Council 

Planning   
At the Parish Council meeting on 13 December 2010, the 
Council supported the felling of a line of leylandii at 
Fishery Lodge, Forton; and had no objection to: 

• Variation of conditions dealing with site layout, an 
extension of opening hours, a variation to the 
completion of a bund and a variation dealing with 
permitted waste to include commercial and industrial 
waste at Raymond Brown’s A 303 Recycling Plant. 
All the above are loose ends associated with recent 
approved planning applications and experience of 
running operations at the site. 

• Provision of an open sided covered link between 
house and outbuilding at White Windows, 
Longparish. 

• The erection of a two storey side/rear extension to 
provide an extended kitchen, with bedroom/ensuite 
over at 1 Paddock Cottages, Longparish. 

Open Spaces  

Playground 
The group of mothers mentioned in the last edition have 
produced a very helpful report for improving the 
playground for young children, which will be considered 
by the Parish Council. We will need to consider  issues 
such as siting and incidental costs (which can be 
sometimes be high) and hope this will be done in time to 
be considered in the budgeting round in the New Year.  

Highways and Winter Awareness 
Please read this section in conjunction with the two 
articles elsewhere in this edition on ‘Roads in Winter and 
the Snow Code and Be a Good Neighbour’. In essence: 

• There’s no law stopping you from clearing snow 
and ice on the pavement outside your home or 
from public spaces. It’s unlikely you will be sued 
or held legally responsible for any injuries on the 
path if you have cleared it carefully. Remember, 
people walking on snow and ice have 
responsibility to be careful themselves. 

• Use salt or sand/grit – NOT water - to clear the 
snow. 

• Pay extra attention to steps and steep pathways 
to prevent slipping.  

• You can use the grit and salt from the new bins 
for pavements and public spaces. 

• Don’t use Southside Hill if conditions are bad; 
use the main road, the B3048 instead. It is 
gritted; Southside Hill isn’t. 

Crime Prevention 
It has been suggested that some instances of minor crime have 
gone unreported to the Police.  Parishioners are encouraged to 
report every case, so that the overall situation can be 
monitored; and perhaps tied in with any more serious incident. 

Next Parish Council Meeting is on 10 January. 
Meetings are public.  Parishioners are welcome to come 

and can speak by invitation.  
Christopher Duxbury - Chairman. Tel: 720580   
Email: chairman@longparish.org.uk  
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH 
THE PHEASANT 

�
�����������	
�������

The pheasant is not a native bird.  It was introduced to 
England in the 11th century by the Normans and again in 
the 16th century from China. The pheasant is a game 
bird shot for sport in the shooting season, October 1 to 
February 1. There are many different coloured birds 
ranging from white to purple. The male has a green 
head, neck and ear tufts, throat and cheeks glossed 
purple, the face and wattle red.  Some have a white ring 
around the bottom of their necks. The main body is a rich 
copper with small black lines.  The back and wings are 
different shades of brown. The tail is long and  brown 
with black bars.  Females are dull buff with a shorter tail.  

Their food is mostly seeds, berries, insects and fruit. 
They nest in April to May.  The male collects as many 
females as he can, called a harem, which he will defend 
from other males.  Often vicious fights occur.  The nest is 
a shallow scrape in the ground.  It can be anywhere - in 
grass or nettles, under a hedge or in a wood.  It will 
contain from 7 to 15 eggs.  Sometimes more than one 
female will lay in the same nest.  Eggs are incubated  by 
the female and the young leave soon after hatching. 
Most of the pheasants seen are hatched in incubators, 
then hand reared and released into the wild. 
     chris bowman�

�

Longparish Cricket Club  
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors

With two games remaining In the Winchester 
indoor leagues Longparish I and Longparish 
II occupy the top two spots in Division 2.  
Longparish I lost a thriller against a strong 
Otterbourne side who scored the one run 

required for victory off the last ball of the match. They 
beat a young St Cross side in a low scoring game in 
which Stuart Tognarelli top scored with 27 and also 
picked up two wickets. Longparish II beat Easton and 
Martyr Worthy by 5 runs with William de Cani hitting an 
unbeaten 61. They defeated IBM Hursley by 51 runs with 
Matt Jackman picking up 2 wickets; Justin Jackman hit 
41 and William de Cani was unbeaten on 59. Warren 
Bonathan’s Longparish III side was unbeaten throughout 
the month and lies fourth in Division 3. Ben Gardner 
scored 67 in the 26 run victory against Fairoak III.  In 
Bonathan’s absence Michael Taplin took control for the 4 
wicket win against Bishops Waltham in which everyone 
contributed with the bat.  

Longparish is also flying high in the Dummer Indoor 
Leagues. Justin Jackman’s Longparish Lightweights side 
remain unbeaten in top division 1 with five wins out of 
five, Paul Blackmore’s Longparish Longhops occupy third 
place in the same division while newly formed 
Longparish Lappas sit fourth in division 4. 

In the Winchester and District U16 league, Longparish 
U16 have a realistic chance of retaining the title that they 
won last year. Unbeaten at the half way stage following a 
4 wicket win over St Cross and a 134 victory over 
Eastleigh and Otterbourne, they currently occupy top 
spot in the U16 league. Longparish U13 have had a 
month’s R & R and return to action in the new year.  
Fixtures, results, and league standings for all of the 
Longparish sides can be found on the club website 
www.longparishcc.co.uk  

Thanks to all who supported and attended the 
Longparish CC Christmas Draw, to Ray Smith for 
organising the whole event and to The Cricketers Inn for 
hosting an enjoyable evening that raised over £300 for 
Longparish cricket.  

Around the ground, the tractor left the parish for tractor 
heaven, a restoration project for a crank fan on the other 
side of Andover, and a replacement boundary mower has 
been procured. The thatch has been titivated and teased 
to the latest style and the electrics in the pavilion 
rendered safe and the relevant certificate issued.  

Longparish CC Calendars are still available, priced at £8 
they feature pictures of all the Longparish sides in action 
over the past season. They can purchased by emailing 
racheldecani@googlemail.com ringing 01962760442 or by 
writing to “Calendar Queen” Stable Cottage, Bransbury, 
Barton Stacey, Winchester, SO21 3QJ 

�
November 100 Club 

£35 Shane Nutley 
£15 Steve Hogg 
£15 Jeremy Barber 

New home needed 
Could you or your club or 
organisation use this sturdy four 
drawer metal filing cabinet which is 
surplus to the Parish Council’s 
needs?  First choice will be given to 
village organisations and this 
splendid item will be delivered without 
charge.  If there are no takers from 
non-profit organisations then the best 
offer over a fiver from an individual or 
business will win this prize.  All 
proceeds to village hall refurbishment 
fund.  Offers to Jeremy Barber on 
720459.  Closing date Friday 7 January 

Guest editor for February Hill & Valley 
Jeremy Barber has kindly agreed to edit the February edition of 
Hill & Valley.  He will send reminders to all on Mary Jo’s list.  
Others wanting to submit copy should get in touch directly with 
him for this month only: Queen Anne Cottage, Forton, 
Tel: 720459, email:  jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk . 


