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LONGPARISH FETE -
SATURDAY 6™ SEPTEMBER
12 noon —4pm

in the grounds of
Longparish House
by kind permission of
Mr and Mrs Chris Woodhouse

Don't miss the fun!

Falconry Display

Jim Chick, one of the country’s finest
falconers, will be bringing a number of birds
including falcons and an eagle.

: AR

Gun dog display
Ferrets

Fun Pet Dog show
Duck Race on the River
Casting Competition
Jazz band

Children =5 Clown
BBQ

Beer tent

Teas

A HUGE RANGE OF STALLS AND
SIDESHOWS, GAMES AND FUN FOR
EVERYONE

Stall holders need your help:

Bottle Stall: Bottles to Tom Bremridge, The
Orchards, Forton. You can also make a cash
donation to Tom in lieu of a bottle(s) if you prefer.
720689.

Second Hand Roseclean, quality good-as-new
clothes, especially named labels to Stephanie
Berwick 720258. NO jumble or school uniforms
please.

Bric a brac and silent or paper auction. Nigel or
Gloria Goodliffe, Meadow View, Southside Road.
Leave things on the back path or phone 720425 to
arrange delivery. Please, NO electrical items.

If you know you have a collectableor something

that is too good to be put with the general bric a brac
you might like to donate it to the silent jpaper
auction that will run alongside the stall.

Cakes:tothe stall on the day.
Books: to the stall on the day.

Plants and Produce:to Wendy Ellicock, Longmead
House, 720386 or to the stall on the day.

Gifts Galore: Cathy Yelf 720790

Grand Draw: Can you donate a prize for the draw?
If you do, please call Jan West on 720289

Teas:Ifyou can provide cakes for the teas or help
on the day please ring Christian Dryden on 720398

Free pedestrian entry.
Parking £2

It's still not too late to volunteer to help!
Call Patrick on 720421 or Cathy on 720790

The money raised from the fete is divided
between the village hall and the church and
provides vital funding for both organisations.
We are most grateful for all your support.
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Come to \
The 12th Great

Longparish Pumpkin Contest
4pm Saturday 11th October
Longparish Village Hall
All welcome

Something's stirring at the bottom of the gard&es it's
pumpkin time again. We are starting at 4 to make i
easier for parents to bring children. Hot dogs kgid
refreshments will be available (no charge but donat
welcome) to keep hungry people going while the ggdg
do their stuff. All entries are free but pleaspsut the
raffle (in aid of playgroup) and bring a raffle pxiif you
can.

There will be prizes for decorated pumpkins, prettest
pumpkin and the most unusual pumpkin as well as
the usual prizes for size for all ages. Lastyear'
winners included one ofless than two ounces so don
worry if yours is small. For more information please
see the pumpkin area of the village website.

28 people took partin the August race which was a
record turnout. We welcomed friends and relatives and
three Hardley Runners who had run 17 miles on the Test
Way the previous day.

Well done everyone. The mostimproved competitors
were Wendy Beveridge and David Gould. Special
mention must also go to James Field who was just
pipped at the post despite stopping part way round to
stretch his back and to Liz Marsden, running for the first
time, who is starting her build up to the London
Marathon.

Jack Ellicock with Wendy Beveridge and D avid G ould

Thanks very much to officials Jack Ellicock, Maggie
Barberand Ben and Katie Evans, to Emma Smith for
being refreshments supremo and to the Cricket Club for
the venue. The next race ison Sunday 14 September
starting at 10am at the Cricket Ground. Runners of all
standards are welcome. ltis a handicap race so the
slowest have as much chance of winning the cups asthe
fastest. Hope you can come. There will be refreshments
afterwards and supporters of all ages are very welcome.

Smooth Movers
Ladies Exercise Class
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Village Clean Up
Saturday 22 November

Please help with the Autumn Clean Up on the
morning of Saturday 22 November. There will be
more information in the next Hill & Valley but this
notice is so you can mark the date on your
calendar.

There's alw ays plenty to be done to keep our village
looking special and w hatwe can dow ll depend on
how many volunteers w e get.

Free lunch of sandw iches and chips at the pub for
all volunteers! Children are w elcome to help under

parental supervision.

Please phone Jenny Jolliffe on 720207 for more
information.

Training for footpaths volunteers

Are you one of the many people w ho use our

netw ork of 20 miles of footpaths for dog w alking,
running or
simply
enjoying the
countryside?
Our footpaths
are some of
the best
maintained in
the county
because of
the w ork done
by landow ners
and
volunteers.
if you enjoy
using our
footpaths
please give
something
back by

becoming a volunteer. You may be apprehensive of

using a brush cutter butw e can offer full training by

a professional expert. The parish has tw o brush

cutters and the more they are used the better our

paths w ill be.

We have a course coming up soon. It lasts about
half a day. If you are interested please contact
Martin Lampard, Chair of the Parish Council
Footpaths Committee on 720529 or Jeremy Barber,
Parish Council Chair on 720459.

We regret that our insurance does not cover brush
cutter use by people aged over 70.

Village Hall Review

Follow ing the results of the affordable housing
survey, w hich mean that the village w ill not now
benefit from any community gain associated w ith
new housing, w e need to reassess our village hall.
The hall needs to be upgraded in a w ay that makes
it comfortable and user friendly to all. The Village
Hall Committee w ould like to know what you are
looking for in a venue that you w ould use. Our
present regular users: Kidz Zone, Mother and
Toddler, Smooth Movers and Longparish Players
need to be accommodated in any changes. Your
ideas are needed to guide the committee. What
changes, large or small w ould guarantee your
customfor an event? Let your views, either verbal
or written, be know n to any member of the Village
Hall Committee. We look forw ard to hearing from
you.

Jeremy Barber 720459, Christopher Duxbury 720580,
Gloria Goodliffe 720425, Gina Snowden 720128

Thank you Paul
Paul Knipe has repaired the kissing gate on the
path just dow nstream of Upper Mill with a lovely
new oak gate post. Thanks very much, Paul.
The gate w as built by volunteers fromthe parish
eight years ago and w as the first of seven thatw e
have built altogether. With any luck the new post
will last much longer than the softw ood original.

The picture shows Paul at w ork on another of our
kissing gates at The New ton. If you use our
footpaths and w ould like to help maintain them
please contact Martin Lampard, Chair of the Parish
Council Footpaths Committee on 720529.
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Bombs in Harewood Forest

A chance conversation with Eric Aldridge, who livesin
North Acre, led me to explore an aspect of the history of
Longparish which is litle recorded. From 1943 until the
early 1950s Harewood Forest was used to store bombs.
Until 1936 the RAF had only two main ammunition
depotsto supplyits bombers. It wasrealised that these
would be totally inadequate in the event of war, and
eleven new depots were planned and built by 1942.
Even those were insufficient as the size of bombs
increased, and obsolescent stock still had to be stored.

An extract from the piivate memoirs of Mr C.N.Anderson,
assistant to the Southern Railway Divisional
Superintendent at Southampton, quoted in Peter A
Harding’s history of The Longparish Branch Line
(published 1992) may explain why Harewood Forest was
chosen asa sitein 1942. “A telephone enquiry from
Waterloo 'Can you suggest a stretch of woodland not too
close to atown, rail served and about 25 miles inland?' |
suggested Harewood Forest between Andover and
Micheldever. Within a week two RAF high-ups visited
Harewood Forest and said at once it was the very place
they had been looking for, that was how the RAF Depot
at Longparish came to be.” The railway line from
Fullerton Station to Longparish had already been dosed
to passenger trafficin 1931 but was still used for goods.
New sidings and a branch network for military traffic were
built at Longpalish Station and concrete roads builtin the
Forest to make it possible to disperse the munitions to
the storage huts. Middleton House had been occupied
by a school, but was nowtaken over as the headquarters
for Maintenance Unit 202. Bombs started arriving in the
autumn of 1943. Ed Goodridge in A History of the
Hurstbourne and Fullerton Railway (2nd ed. 1984) says “A
conservative estimate suggests that 6000 wagons of
bombs and ammunition were stored in Harewood Forest
in the run-up to D-Dayin June 1944.

After the war ended in Europe in May 1945, the work of
clearing the site had to be faced and initially the stocks at
Harewood were actually increased by the dosure of
other Maintenance Units.

In July 1947, Eric Aldridge having done his basic training
asa National Serviceman inthe RAF was posted to 202
Maintenance Unit. He was not unfamiliar with the area
as he had lived in Overton and attended Whitchurch
Secondary School. Histrain arived at Andover, and he
a few other recruits went by bus to Station Hill and
marched with their heavy kitbags to the camp, which was
sited on the left after the railway arch on the Roman
road, which isthe turning after Pachington on the
Wherwell Road. They reported to the guardroom on the
left after the railway arch. His Nissen hut was shared
with about 15 others, and there was a wash-house, a
cookhouse and a parade ground. Because of his
expelience working in a garage, Eric was initially put in
the transport section, based on the left by Pachington
railway arch. He helped to service the lorries, induding
some Bedford articulated lorries, a couple of troop
carriers and some water bowsers and also worked briefly
in the bicyde section. Soon he was moved to help in the
main work of removing bombs.

The bombs were stored on three sites, and Eric worked
on Asite on the Middleway. The men were taken by
lorry to the site office just the village side of the current
Middleton estate farm buildings each moming and
afternoon, returning to the camp for lunch. There were
many bomb bays among the trees and each bay took
three or four daysto empty. They had to check the code
and numbers for each item, which were then
manhandled into the lorries. Ed Goodridge says “records

Looking north at Longparish Station, showing the large concrete area
where ammunition was loaded and unloaded during World War I
Photo byLens of Sutton from The Longparish Branch Line by Peter
Harding

show that 100 tonnes of bombs were transported out by
rail each weekin 1949. Occasionally the pattern was
varied. The largest blockbuster bombs, which were up to
5000 Ibs were loaded by crane on to 7 ton open trucks,
one on each, and sent to Pembrey, west of Llanelliin
South Wales where the contents would be steamed out.
Eric went with these a few times. The journey took 2
days at 30 mph and they stayed overnight at RAF
Llandaffin Cardiff. Thiswas a welcome jaunt and they
made their way back by thumbing a lift or by public
transport. Furtherup the Middleway there were bays
where oxyacetylene and oxygen bottles were stored. On
the track straight on at the first big bend in the Middleway
were igloos with large boxes of detonators which had to
be very carefully passed from man to man when they
were loading the lorries.

It was dangerous work, and the great fear was fire. They
were given some basic fire-fighting training, such as
running out hoses and there was a Fire Section.
Cigarettes and matches were banned and espedially in
the summer they took turns at fire-watching, two hours
on and -four hours off, staying in a Nissen hut near the
top of the Middleway. A kind woman living nearby used
to give them hot water fortheir cocoa. A look-outtower
was also used at weekends and gave a good view of
courting couples from Picket Twenty. Eilic enjoyed the
occasional sightings of deer, but on dark nights there
was only the hooting of owls. Wide firebreaks were cut
through the trees and a telephone was fixed on a tree by
each set of bays. The real danger was shown when a
stack of dicey detonators accidentally caught on fire in
the valley between Whinwhistle and Park Farm,
Wherwell. All were summoned to help — “the biggest
firework display!”

Eric’s parents by then lived at Abbotts Ann, so after he
was demobbed in 1949 he took ajob at SCATS in
Andover. It wasthere that he met Dolis Smith who was
born at Longparish Station, where her father, Fred, was a
lengthsman. She attended Longpartish School until she




Hill & Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Pr;orls.ongparls hSt Mary Bourne & Woodcott September 2008

was 12, when the family moved to Fullerton Station. She
and Eric were married in St Mary’s, Andover in 1951, and

lived in Andoverand Weyhill until they returned to
Longparishin 1981. The photograph also shows their
best man, herbrother, Bill Smith, who worked for many
years at Kennedy & Kempe.

It took more than five yearsto clear the bombs, which
were deteriorating all the ime and another two or three
yearsto clear the site. The concrete ridesremain asa
reminder of the forest's wartime role.

Does anyone else have interesting memories of this
time? Mary Jo Darrah

SEWING MORNINGS

By popular demand these will begin again in September
in preparation for St Nicholas Sale. Venues may change
but for the momentthey are asfollows:
Tuesday oh Sept 10 am-12 noon

Eila Chamberlen tel 720691
Tuesday 23" Sept 10am-12 noon

Christian Dryden tel 720398
Tuesday 7" October 10-12 Eila Chambeien
Tuesday 21 October 10 -12 Christian Dryden
Tuesday 4" Novemberlo 12 Eila Chamberlen
Tuesday 18 November 10-12 Christian Dryden
Tuesday 2" 4 November10-12 Chiistian Dryden

Materials and ideas provided or biing your own projects
and ideas.
If you need a liftring Chiistian Dryden

Test Valley in Bloom North — joint first prize
Jack Ellicocks colourful front garden at Litle Newton,
which gives so much pleasure to us all, won joint first
prize in the Best Front Garden category of this year's
competition. Congratulations and thanks from all those
who enjoy its summer glory.

Longparish Cricket Club
Junior Section. _

Sponsored by Bar ker, Son & Isherwood, Salicitors

Colts cricket has now completed its third full
season at the dub and this summerhas without doubt
been the busiest yet. Despite the continued frustrations
of the weather, the Barker, Son & Isherwood, sponsored
U13 & U15 teams have managed to complete 20
competitive games between them. On top of this Monday
nights have been areal hive of activity at the ground with
up to 40 boys attending the weekly coaching sessions.

The U13’s (pictured below) have just completed an
excellent season, having played 12 games, recording 9
victories. Thisis a real success for the boys, often
playing against sides from much bigger dubs. The U15
side finished the season with 5 wins from 8 games
played, which is an outstanding achievement as the
majolity of the side come from the U13 squad. In both
the teamsitis not just the successful results, but the
team spint and attitude of the whole group that has been
a pleasure to see. Well done to all the boys, (and
parents!) for your efforts this season.

Longparish U13 (taken early one Sunday morning!)

Looking to the future this summer has seen a small, but
extremely enthusiastic group of younger boys join the
club and itis now highly likely that we will have an U11
side next season. Therefore we are keen to add to this
group and children of all abilities would be welcome,
particulaly from the school years 4-6. As the outdoor
season isnow at a dose, itis planned to hold some
sessions over the winter that will introduce the basics of
cricket to children of this age within a fun environment.
The dub now has 4 ECB qualified coaches who will run
these sessions. If your child is interested in giving cricket
a go then please contact Justin Jackman (01962 760302)
or John Young (01264 720233).

Winners in the LCC July 100 Club Draw

15 £35 no.160 Ann Herbert
ond £15 nob51 Amber Benco
3™ £15 no.222 Frank Hibberd

Justin Jackson
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Obituary

Rod Earley 1935-2008
Rod was born in Southampton in 1935 and so his
childhood covered the years of war. He left school to
work as a plasterer, then through National Senvice went
to Hong Kong, working in signals. Demobbed in 1957, he
changed the direction of his life and became a farm
worker, dryer-man and tractor driver, first at Romsey
Common Farm at Ower, then Sutton Scotney, Ovington,
Micheldever, Hillside, then Cocum at Barton Stacey. He
shared the last 45 years with Edwina, with Andrew, Mark
& Jane being born.

In 2000, he retired to live in North Acre. He came to
terms with the effects of the laryngectomy he had in
2005, but Edwina died last year, and the months since
the anniversary of her death in May this year have been
particulaly hard as his health collapsed, though he
fought hard against the cancer. He was a private man,
his life centred around his family.

He was practical, strong and smart. He enjoyed
gardening, mechanics, gadgets, and was very good at
computing and sorting out problems. Jane, his daughter,
spoke movingly at his Funeral on 20™ August about his
photography, espedally his patience in taking family
portraits and the legacy he has left for them in so many
beautiful pictures.

He died on 11" August 2008 in the care of the Countess
of Brecknock Hospice, Andover. Martin Coppen

Wedding Congratulations

Photo by Michael Lenny
John and Cass Scott from Forton were married on 8™
August. We wish them every happiness for the future.

Harve st Thanksgiving
Sunday September 28th

| would be very grateful forany donations of fuit, lowers
and vegetables to decorate the church. Please leave
them in the Church porch orat the Community Hall on
Saturday 27" September, orif you would like me to
collect them from you, please ring me on 720691.

Eila Chamberlen

Road closure

The work to make the new footway from the car park to
the school and
church began on
20™ August and
should be finished
by mid-September.
This safety
improvementis
part of the School
Travel Plan and the
Village Plan.
Inevitably there will
be some
inconvenience.
Thank you for your

continued forbearance during this work. The diversion

signs were notinitially very helpful but, by the time you

read this, we hope they will have been improved. If you

have any query about access please contact the

contractors, Amey, on 01962 810930.

The road will be open for the Fete on 6" September so
please publicise this. Itisalso possible for pedestrians
and cyclists to get through, so parents and school
children coming from the Forton end and Andover can
use the car park and walk through.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB

7 pmon TUESDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER

LONGPARISH VILLAGE HALL
The Septembermeeting of the Longparish Gardening
Club will be a talk and slide show by English Hampshire
Lavender from Alton in Hampshire.

There will be a raffle to help finance future speakers so
please biing a litle donation of a plant/seeds/jam or
anything you would like. Itisusually fun.

Members free. Visitors welcome £3.00.

Please let us know if you are able to come.
Rosie Lowry 01264 720325

Julian Cud 01264720548

or yewcottage @ukgateway.net.

Forthcoming Events:
Tuesday 23rd October. Talk with Slides
A Year in Longmead Garden by Wendy Ellicock.




