Hill & Valley

Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors,

Rain – that wasn’t rain, just a light
drizzle and anyway, we’re British.
It was a lovely village event with
people of all ages from under
8 months to over 80. Thanks very
much to everyone who made it
happen, supported the event on the
day and tidied up afterwards. And
congratulations on your stamina to
the har dy people who wer e nature
walking at 7am and ‘Stripping the
Willow’ at 11pm and di d everyt hing
else in between. You can see lots
more pictures in the photo gallery
on the village website. The tent at
the cream t ea belongs to LCA. It is
10 metres by 4 metres and is
available for LCA members to hire.
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Longparish Community Association
- Hog the Limelight season
After the successes of ‘Dinner at Mirandolina’s’
and ‘Diary of a Nobody last year, the Community
Association has decided to bring 3 productions
to Longparish over the coming season – this is
your advance warning!
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LCA Afternoon tea
and bring and buy
Ella Scott and Vi Mears will be hosting a special tea in
the gardens adjoining 98 North Acre on Wednesday July
9 th between 2 and 4.30pm. If possible could you bring
something along for the sale. If you don’t have anything
suitable come along anyway you are assured of a warm
welcome.

June news
th

Sunday 26 October 2008 at 3pm in the Village
Hall – Home Service – the mu sic and humour of
the Second World War. With refreshmen ts.
Saturday 29th November 2008 at 7.30pm in the
Community Hall – Dominic Holland – “The UK
master of observational comedy” according to
the Sunday Times. Plus meal and bar.
Sunday 8th February 2009 – afternoon
performance in Community Hall – Puck’s Botto m –
an enchanting burlesque tale for children from 5
years and their parents, based on A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.
Further details available later, in the mean time,
please put the dates in your diaries

The go-karting trip was a huge
success with 14 children and 2
adult supervisors whizzing round
the track in spectacular style – and with some spectacular
crashes too. Our thanks to Vitacress for the loan
of transport and LCA for subsidising the
trip.
Summer break
Kidz Zone will break for the summer holidays on 16 th
July. The first meeting after the break will be on
September 10 th with dates fortnightly after that.
Dates in July
Kidz Zone will meet at the Village Hall on 2nd and 16th
July

L2SOTM Handicap Race
Another very hot day for this race. Holidays, continuing
maladies or injuries and 4 of our regular competitors'
entries to the Winchester 10k reduced the field to its
Lowest ever.

Recycled Teenagers
Supported by the Longparish Community Association,
and with the hard work of a number of volunteers,
Longparish now has its own club for the older members
of our community – the Recycled Teenagers!
The group already has 36 members and a series of
events planned over the next couple of months including
a trip to The Lights, to the Milestones Museum and a
mystery tour with cream tea. All of these events are
already fully booked, but more will be planned.
Maggie Barber is currently our minibus driver, but we've
recently had two more volunteers come forward to be
trained so that we'll have more flexibility with organising
trips.
If you are interested in getting involved either as a
participant or as a volunteer, then please contact either
Jean Chambers on 720444 or Corinne Bowman on
720643 or Mandy Robbins on 720610.

Correction John Woodcock kindly pointed out that
Henry Woodcock who built the original school was his
great great uncle and not his grandfather.

.
Congratulations to our most improved runners: Fiona
Jewkes and Ian Beveridge, the only runners to beat the
heat and finish within their previous times. They were
presented with the trophies by the Ben and Katy Evans.

Derrydown Clinic Patient Support Group
Dr Bassett of Derrydown Clinic in St Mary Bourne, is
setting up a Patient Support group, meeting about four
times a year. The idea is both to improve
communications with patients and to enlist their support
for the practice. The Parish Council supports the idea
and is looking for someone who is a patient at Derrydown
to join the group to represent patients from Longparish.
Can you help please? If so please contact Jeremy
Barber (tel 720459
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MI NIMISING FLOODING RISK
Following the very heavy rain last summer, the Parish
Council set up a working group to look at how to
minimise the risk of flooding in the village. The members
are Jeremy Barber, Christopher Duxbury, Trevor Elkins,
Phil Harris and Tim Sweet.
The first thing to report is that risks in Longparish are low.
Villages like St Mary Bourne, Shipton Bellinger and parts
of Andover and Romsey have much greater risks. But in
the last few years we have seen some exceptional
events which have brought water quite close to some
properties. So what has happened and what can we do
to minimise our risk?
The School field
The school governors raised the level of the school
playing field and it has not flooded since.
The sew er
We have established good relations with Southern
Water who are responsible for the sewer which goes
right through the village. There is a pumping station
opposite The Plough which pumps sewage from the
whole village, including Forton plus Hurstbourne Priors,
St Mary Bourne and Hurstbourne Tarrant to the
treatment works at Barton Stacey. If the pump fails or
the system becomes overloaded then sewage can back
up causing problems with the drains for some
households. Southern Water have improved the
telemetry at the pumping station so they can take action
more promptly if there is a problem. Residents who
detect the signs of a problem can help by contacting
Southern Water urgently and reporting it. Make sure you
say that the pumping station has failed so they treat the
report as urgent. And please don’t assume that
someone else will report or must have done so already.
The sewer gets overloaded when ground water levels are
high and ground water leaks into it. This happens
particularly in Stoke and St Mary Bourne but the problem
then gets passed on to Longparish! Southern Water are
addressing this by an extensive programme of repairs at
St Mary Bourne and if water levels get too high they use
tankers to take water from the sewer. In extremis they
also pump from the sewer into the river. Once the
repairs are finished the risk will be reduced.
The river
The river level also affects risk. Middleton Estate
manages the river level. In the winter they direct part of
the flow from the main river to the Half Water. This
reduces the level in Middleton and floods the water
meadows which helps improve the grazing and provides
over wintering grounds for migratory waders. In the
spring they reduce the water level in the Half Water so
the water meadows dry out ready for cattle to graze
them. The water is held back by the growing water weed
so levels gradually rise until the weed is cut. If the
temperature is warmer than average the weed will grow
quicker and the converse is true. Also if the winter rainfall
is above average then the aquifer will be higher before
any weed starts growing.

Weed cuts
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Weed cuts are strictly controlled by the Environment
Agency which sets dates for three programmes of cutting
along the whole river. During these periods cut weed is
allowed to float downstream and is removed at a weir just
this side of Romsey. You may have seen the machinery
and the massive heap of weed there.
The first cut is done just after the flush of mayflies known
as Duffers Fortnight. This year the cut was from 8 to 19
June for the stretch of river including Longparish with 20
and 21 June as clearing off days. You may have noticed
that the river level dropped dramatically during the cut.
As part of that programme of work Jeff Smith, the water
keeper, also cut the weed in the feeder stream which
runs to the river from Sugar Lane. The aim of the cutting
is to manage the water flows and levels; not to denude
the river and stream of weed altogether. Bands of weed
are left as necessary to provide cover for fish and
invertebrates. The feeder stream is also cleared from the
Ash Burn Rest to Sugar Lane on the two village clean up
days which helps the rate of flow.
This year the next windows for cutting are 14-23 July and
12-20 August. Details of next year’s dates will not be
known until March 2009. We will publish them in Hill &
Valley when they are available.
Weed can be cut any time from 13 October 2008 to 26
April 2009 provided it does not interfere with trout
spawning. But too much cutting would result in the river
being too shallow in the summer.
If the Environment Agency judge there to be a serious
risk to property they may also authorise emergency cuts.
Drains
As well as feeding groundwater levels, rain can cause
flooding when drains are overwhelmed or not properly
maintained. Poor maintenance resulted in long lasting
lakes in the B3048 near Meadowsweet and in Forton last
year. After pressure from householders, the parish
council and our borough and county councillors
Hampshire Highways cleared the blocked drains and the
floods disappeared. In an ideal world they would have a
full programme of preventive maintenance but, sadly, life
just isn’t like that. There was another problem near the
school this year which has also been sorted out following
similar representations. Resources at Highways are
stretched so we have to keep reminding them. If you
have a serious problem please report it using an online
form at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/roads/onlinefacilities/all-forms.htm Or you can also telephone the
Highways people at Test Valley on 01264 368679, email
hampshirehighways.west@hants.gov.uk or write to HCC,
Hampshire Highways West, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road,
Andover, SP10 3AY. When you do that please advise
the Parish Lengthsman, Christian Dryden so the Council
can back up your representations.
All in all, then, you will see that there is a careful balance
between the needs of householders, farming, wildlife and
fishing. A huge amount of work goes on quietly behind
the scenes to keep risks low and we are grateful to all
concerned for what they do.
If you would like to know more please feel free to contact
any member of the group.
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE
EARLY START TO THE NEW YEAR
We are keeping pupils working hard in
the second half of the summer term,
having moved them up into their new year after half-term
and started the 2008-09 timetables. We piloted this
successfully last year when year 9 pupils made an early
start to their GCSE courses, once SATS had finished and
have now extended this to all year groups. We have also
introduced a two-week timetable to be able to
accommodate all that we now need/have to deliver. So
far, so good, with pupils settling well into their new
classes and quickly getting the hang of the new system.
It is just us, the staff, who have to remember to call them
year 8 instead of Year 7!
♦ GONE TO JAPAN
Two of our Kit Witness News team, who made the DVD
which won the Panasonic-sponsored European Grand
Prix, have spent a week in Osaka, Japan at the Global
finals. They completed the now expected “blog” sending
us pictures and commentary each day; visiting a temple;
eating sushi and meeting other finalists from around the
world. By the time you read this we will know how their
film has fared at this level of competition ~ but we are
already very proud indeed of the team’s achievement. A
new team is already queuing up for next year.
♦ ARTS FESTIVAL
We will be holding our Second Arts Festival in the week
of 14 th July. There will be a host of performances and
workshops, with a number of events open to the public,
including a joint performance of extracts from “Joseph”
[Thursday and Friday, 17 th and 18 th July] with some of
our partner primary pupils and a great jazz band on the
second Saturday. Contact Mrs. Sager-Goldsmith on
01256 892061 for more programme details. You are
very welcome to come along and join us.
♦ SPORTING SUCCESS
A number of our pupils have enjoyed success on the
County Athletics track this season. Particular mention
should go to Adam Harwood, in Year 11, who came
second in the Hampshire 400m, in a great time of 51.9
seconds, beating his best by almost two seconds.
♦ FAREWELLS
We shall greatly miss two long-serving members of staff
who are retiring at the end of the school year:
Kev in Jerome, our Head of Technology, has been at
Testbourne for an amazing 29 years. It has always been
a delight to enter his workshop and find pupils engrossed
in making their spatulas, toasting forks, candleholders,
and even a full size rocking horse! It won’t be the same
without his lovely humour, wisdom, commonsense and,
of course, his motorbike parked by the school’s front
steps.
Su Blakey, who has been our Joint Special Needs
Coordinator and joined the school 19 years ago, is also
joining husband Keith in [early] retirement. Su’s skill,
sensitivity and warmth have encouraged many children
to progress and thrive under her care.
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Longparish School news
He rons’ & Robins’ Class Trip to Marwell Zoo
I am going to write to you about my trip to Marwell Zoo.
Well I’ll start at the beginning. When we got to school Mr
Foggo put us in groups with an adult and then we all set
off on the coach. When we got to Marwell we went to the
education centre. At the education centre we talked
about the death of animals and looked at some animal
skins. After that we had our fruit. It was oranges. Next we
set off with our adults in groups. My favourite animal was
the giraffes. There were lots of other animals. I liked lots
of the other animals but I liked the giraffes especially.
By Scarlett.

Kingfishe rs’ trip to Highcle re castle
When we arrived at Highclere Castle, we all got out and
walked up the track to meet the three ladies who were
taking us on our tour. Firstly, our group went to the
monks garden we couldn’t get in because there was a
stone in the way of the gate. Luckily we managed to get
in. We went round the garden and then went through to
the white garden. We looked at all the plants. After that
we went through to the secret garden which was used for
the film. Lastly, Mrs Rident explained who Charlemagne
was because there was a statue of him in the garden.
Our next activity was dressing up and making all sorts of
things such as pyramids, writing our names as
cartouches and stamp pictures. Once we had finished
we went on to our last activity. The last one was a
museum. It had lots of artifacts. It was great. The best
artefact was seeing a real mummy and sarcophagus.
After all of that we had to walk up Beaken Hill. I was
exhausted. We had a little break at the top then we
started again. Finally we reached the grave of Lord
Carnarvon. At Highclere castle, the lady told us that Lord
Carnarvon’s dog was buried with him. Then we walked
our way carefully back down. It was an exhausting but
enjoyable day.
By Charlotte Dicker and Sophie Bamber

Kingfishe rs ‘A’ team’s sparkling rugby festival
We never thought we would have a rugby team as good
as this but it was confirmed by our two wins, two draws
and one loss. In the first match we were not very hopeful
but still accomplished our first draw. In the second
match, we drew two all again! Next we were getting
ready to play Overton. Sadly, that ended up as a
thrashing, which took away our try difference (and most
importantly, it was our first defeat). Shock travelled
through our team’s mind, we had to win the next match if
we wanted to go through to the quarter finals. The only
problem was, we were playing the best team next.
On the pitch we soon forgot about our worries and played
great rugby to finish in glory with a 3-0 win! The next
match we won 6-2 quite easily. It was the end of the
pools round and we all gathered around the prize table to
hear if we would go through. We held our breath. Sadly,
we missed the quarter finals by one point. Oh well, we
had a lot of fun and we missed school!
By Ben Evans and Matthieu Rident
(News from the Chaffinch Class will appear in the August
issue.)
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Obituary

John Newlove
1929-2008
John was born to Sidney and Dorothy in 1929 in the
Yorkshire village of Hunmanby. His mother died in
childbirth and until his father remarried he was brought
up by his maiden aunts, who he loved dearly. They then
moved to Scarborough with Edith of whom he spoke very
warmly. He remained there until he joined the
Coldstream Guards and moved to London.
After five years he joined the police force, and during
this time he met and married Olive. They were committed
to each other. He was to remain in the police force for 31
years, retiring as a chief superintendent. When John
retired he worked for a short while for the Westminster
City Council before moving to Suffolk, then to Germany
for three years where he was the Army’s security officer.
Finally they came here to Forton, some twenty years
ago. It wasn’t long before John was chairman of the Fête
committee – the family used to say that it took 11 months
of organisation for one excellent day in August. He was
also for a time a parish councillor. In 1992 he became
involved with SSAFA here in Andover, taking over as
divisional secretary in1998.
John was a Yorkshire man, through and through; those
wonderful sayings like ‘Fine words butter no parsnips’
were well known in the family. He was a huge inspiration
to Deborah, he had that special knack of encouraging
and supporting what she did. He was very proud of her
and what she achieved, and of her husband Geoff . He
was devoted to Olive as she was to him. The family is so
grateful that he had a full and happy life. He died on 29th
May, and we offer Olive, Deborah and Geoff our deepest
sympathy.

St Nicholas Wives Group
7.30pm Thursday 17th July 2008

My Year as Lady Mayoress
A talk by Maria Neal
at Mallards, The Common
Enquiries 01264 720382
Future dates
th

August 14
September 18 th

Barbecue
AGM

New Hospital Shuttle Bus
A free weekday Shuttle bus service between Andover
Hospital and the Royal County Hospital is Winchester is
being piloted. The bus picks up pre-booked passengers
outside the main entrance of each of the hospitals and
can make two additional stops in Andover and
Stockbridge.
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To book please call 01428 751530 between 9am and
5pm from Monday to Friday. Bookings need to be made
no later than 3pm the day before your appointment.
Buses leave Andover Hospital at 08.00, 10.00, 13.00 and
15.00 hours and take about 50 minutes.
Buses leave Winchester Hospital at 09.00, 11.00 14.00
and 16.00 hours, and take about 50minutes.
Local care groups may drop you to collect the bus. For
your nearest group call 0845 6024135. Andover
Neighbourcare may offer a free journey to get you to your
pick-up point. Call 01264 339899/404142.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
TUESDAY 22ND JULY at 6.30pm
GARDEN VISIT TO
THE HYDE, OLD ALRESFORD. SO24 9DH
Please let us know if you are hoping to come around this
lovely 3/4 acre garden which was featured in the BBC’s
The Gardeners' Year. Hopefully we can all car-share in
order to save petrol and make it more fun.
There will be no Longparish Gardening Club meeting in
August.
Rosie Lowry
01264 720325
Julian Curl
01264 720548

LONGPARISH FETE 2008
Saturday September 6th
By very kind permission of the new owners of Longparish
House, Mr and Mrs Chris Woodhouse, the fete will once
again be held in the grounds this year.
Expect all the usual attractions and some exciting new
ones too.
All offers of help are always very gratefully accepted and
volunteering once doesn’t mean you are obliged to do it
for evermore! Please call Patrick Beresford on 720421
or Cathy Yelf on 720790 if you have a brilliant fundraising or fun idea or would like to be involved in any
way.
The money raised on the day is shared between the
village hall and the church.

Bric a brac & silent or paper auction.
Please clear out your reusable but redundant goods and
deliver them in the weeks running up to the fete to Nigel
or Gloria Goodliffe, Meadow View, Southside Road.
Leave things on the back path or phone 720425 to
arrange delivery. Most things gratefully accepted:
crockery, glass, ornaments, small pieces of furniture,
even items you hate- someone may love. Please, no
electrical items.
If you know you have a collectable or something that is
too good to be put with the general bric a brac you might
like to donate it to the silent /paper auction that will run
along side the bric a brac stall. Last year a few items
were selected to be sold in this way and they raised a
good proportion of the total sale
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Longparish Cricket Club
Sponsored by Bar ker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors

Any club or organisation needs to have a
number of people who are willing to give
generously of their time and input, and
over Longparish Cricket Club’s long history it has been
blessed with many such volunteers.
The publication of the Club’s 200th newsletter in May
2008 is a good time to recognise the considerable
contribution to the Club made by Frank Hibberd. It was
back in April 1991 that, at the request of the then General
Committee, he put pen to paper (or rather tapped out
words on his newly constructed AMSTRAD computer) for
the very first time. As he said in issue 200, he had no
thoughts then that 17 years and 199 editions later, he
would still be sending out his newsletter to around 60
Club members.
Keeping to his original
brief, Frank has brought
together
reports
on
competive cricket played
at the Club, published
advance notices of fitures
and fundraising events,
reported
on
Annual
General Meetings, plus
other items of interest. No
matter what fortunes the
Club was experiencing,
Frank duly put together
his monthly “offering”. It is
to his credit that he has
devoted a vast amount of
his time to keeping this service to the Club going,
especially as he scores for the HLC 1 st XI, the mid-week
XI, the Village K.O.XI and the W&DCCA Indoor 2nd
Team, is a Vice-President, a member of the General
Committee, and has recently agreed to prepare the Club
report for Hill & Valley – (not this month, though; he has
been told to take a break!).
Frank, a big THANK YOU from everyone at LCC for all
you have done (and are still doing) for the Club.
Winners in the May 100Club Draw were:1 st
£35
no.97
Graham Darrah
2 nd
£15
no.65
Paul White
3 rd
£15
no108
Martin Bearpark

Longparish Parish Council
This report covers the June meeting. Minutes of
meetings are in the parish council area on the village
website www.longparish.org.uk.
Affordable Housing
At the time of writing the closing date for returning
questionnaires had not passed. We plan to publish a
report about the responses on notice boards and the
village website before the July parish council meeting
and in the next edition of Hill & Valley.
Footpaths
• Middleton Estate were thanked for the work they do
to keep footpaths clear.

•

July 2008

A working party including Forton residents, Andover
Ramblers and two other footpath users from outside
the parish has installed a buggy and wheelchair
friendly kissing gate on the path from Forton to the

school. This will enable parents to get children to the
school and the playgroup without using the main
road.
Roads
Hampshire Highways have cleared out the drains by the
school which has stopped the regular appearance of a
lake. This is thanks to pressure from householders, our
Parish Lengthsman, Christian Dryden, and our Borough
and County Councillors.
Planning
• The council had no objection to tree work at 5 The
Withies.
• After careful thought and the benefit of a visit to the
sites, a viewing committee decided to object to a
proposal to dismantle a timber framed thatched
barn at Firgo and re-erect it to make a six bedroom
house at Larkw histle to be used as holiday
accommodation. The members felt that removing
the building from its setting in an ancient farmyard
with other buildings was inappropriate. And they did
not feel that a case had been made for a substantial
new dwelling in the countryside at Larkwhistle, albeit
re-using the timber frame from the barn.
• At its May meeting, the council accepted the principle
of a new dwelling betw een 2 Paddock Cottage
and Little New ton but decided unanimously to
object to the particular proposal. This is the third
scheme for the site. The council had no objection to
the second one. The application was considered by
the TVBC Planning Committee on 19 June where it
was refused unanimously. The Parish Council
welcomed the helpful and constructive way in which
the applicant and his neighbour presented their
views. The TVBC Committee Chairman encouraged
all concerned to work together to find a proposal
which will be acceptable.
Finance
The accounts for the year to 31 March 2008 were
approved, subject to audit.
The next parish council meeting is on Monday 14 July.
Meetings are public. Parishioners are welcome to come
and can speak by invitation.
Jeremy Barber Chairman. Tel 720459
email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk

