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Friends of Longparish School

IS YOUR OIL SAFE?
Over recent weeks there has
been a rise in the theft of
heating oil from residential
properties across the rural
Test valley. The price of heating oil

??? Quiz Night ???
Saturday 2nd February 7.30 for 8pm
Community Hall, Longparish
Tickets £5 per person
(to include soup and dessert)
(Teams of up to 8)
For tickets please call Lindsay Howie
on 01256 895373
FOLS 100 club January draw results
1st Prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

£25
£10
£5

no. 117
no. 47
no. 91

Mrs Chambers
Pat Taylor
Mrs Bell

has risen significantly over recent months making it a
very valuable asset!!
Many storage tanks are located so that they are
accessible to the road for ease of re-fuelling, and this
therefore often makes them vulnerable to the
opportunist thief who will spend time driving around our
area looking for easy pickings!!!
Please consider the security of these tanks and their
location, the lids often provide the facility for padlocks to
be secured on them and some simple fence panelling
will obscure their view from the road. With a little
thought the opportunity for these thieves can be greatly
reduced, so please take the time to review the location
and security of your storage tank.

♪♫
Senior Citizens’ lunches at the School
These are now normally served in the Ellicock Room
where some children entertain the visitors. The cost is
£2.20 and you need to ring the school 720317 to book a
week ahead. The next dates are February 12th and
March 18th.

Megashed Update
You are probably aware of the proposal to build a Tesco
warehouse (commonly known as a megashed) on the
site of the old Andover Airfield. The plan is for a shed
nearly 700yds long by 150yds wide and 56 feet high
with 300 HGV bays. Your Parish Council’s objection
to the proposal is one among over 2,000. Our concerns
were mainly about the extra traffic on the A303 caused
by 1,600 delivery lorry movements every day. Nearly
half are expected to go though Longparish along the
A303. Imagine the chaos if the A303 is blocked and we
get the sort of rat running which led to articulated car
transporters trying to negotiate our village road on 16
January. Other councils more directly affected have
taken the lead in objecting and are part of a group called
STOP. You may have seen their posters and you can
read all about the plans and why they object on their
website www.stopmegasheds.co.uk. Christopher
Duxbury and Jeremy Barber recently attended a meeting
to find out more.
STOP are holding a public meeting on Thursday 7th
February at 7.30pm at John Hanson School. The TVBC
Northern Area Planning Committee is expected to
consider the proposal at a public meeting at The Lights
at 5.30pm on Monday 25 Feb. You may find it
interesting to attend one or both of these meetings.
There are flyers and a petition in the shop.
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The Easter choir

♫♪

The choir at St Nicholas’ Carol Service was enjoyed
both by listeners and those singing in it. Choral singing
is great fun, so why not come and sing at Easter too?
If you are interested in joining the Easter choir, Cathy

Yelf is arranging rehearsals and would love to hear
from you – 720790

twice as nice
Furniture Recycling by Testway Housing
twice as nice for your pocket

twice as nice for the
environment

twice as nice is a new service that gives old furniture
a new lease of life.
twice as nice takes the very best quality second hand
furniture and recycles it to new owners at bargain
prices.
You can buy and donate furniture through twice as
nice. It is open to all, and twice as nice can deliver &
collect.
Unit 2b, Dukes Close,Westway
Walworth Industrial Estate
Andover SP10 5AR
Open Tuesday to Saturday
Contact 01264 369615
or email twiceasnice@testway.co.uk
or visit www.testway.co.uk
Testway Housing is a registered charity, no 1102937

Volunteers are needed to work within the project.
Please call for more details.
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Sunday 2 March at 3pm

Longparish Community Association
Membership renewals
If you haven't renewed your membership yet now's your
chance: there's a form on the back of the January
Events Diary, or download it from
www.longparish.org.uk Well over 100 people have now
signed up for 2008 and they will benefit from discounts
at some of the events featured on this page.
Thank you also to all who included donations with their
membership fees. Longparish Community Association
organises and supports village events and activities
such as KidZone, our Longparish youth club, Sunday
morning runs, walks, coffee mornings, film nights (which
we are hoping to re-start), and theatrical soirées, so
extra funds are always welcome. By popular demand a
Summer Event will be run again on 21 June.

Midsummer Fun Day
LCA’s most popular event was the Midsummer Fun Day
which started with a nature ramble, then breakfast for
120, then a lads and dads football match followed by a
cream tea, quick draw, line dancing and a BBQ and
dancing for 150 in the evening. Well, by popular
demand, we are going to do it again.
Details are not clear yet but why change a winning
formula? We expect it to be pretty similar to the last
one but we’d welcome new ideas as well. One
difference is that we hope to get a grant to enable the
evening event to be a barn dance with a live band and
caller. The date will be Saturday 21 June so please put
it in your diary.
Events like this don’t organise themselves and we’ll
need help. If you can help in any way please volunteer
to Andy Smith (720034) so we can spread the load a bit.

Why not try the Longparish
Ballroom/Latin Dancing group
which meets in the Community Hall on
Thursday evenings during
term-time, 8-9.30 pm.
Improvers welcome.
Just come along or give
Gina Snowden
a ring on 720128.

Smooth Movers – Keep fit classes
9am - 10am on Thursdays in the Village Hall
The entire class is worked at a low level so no previous
experience is needed. Ideal both for complete beginners
or more senior ladies.
The cost is £4.50 a session.
Ring Carol Dunford on 07737115268
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Diary of a Nobody
The Victorian classic
favourite by
George and Weedon
Grossmith
adapted by Cabaret
Direct
and brought to you
courtesy of the LCA
and Hog the Limelight.

by

in Longparish Village Hall
Tickets are £5 for LCA members
£6 for non-members
including afternoon tea
with cucumber sandwiches with the crusts cut off
and simnel cake, as it is Mothering Sunday.

Why not bring your mother as a treat?
Tickets from Fiona Gould on 720709 or at the shop.
Please ring Fiona if you would like a lift.

Recent review:
"I fail to see - because I do not happen to be a 'Somebody' why my diary should not be interesting." So said Charles
Pooter as he began the unintentionally hilarious chronicle of
his life.
Clive Ward vividly conjures up Charles, with Kirsty Bennett
as his hapless wife Carrie, and Wendy Norman adding witty
musical interludes in this hilarious interpretation of George
and Weedon Grossmith’s classic novel of suburban life which
strikes many chords with life today.

Simnel Cake
Mrs Marguerite Darrah’s recipe
Traditionally baked by daughters and presented to their
mothers on Mothering Sunday
Ingredients
100g/ 4oz castor sugar
100g/ 4oz butter, softened
100/ 125g/ 4-5oz self raising flour
50g/ 2oz currants
150g/ 6oz sultanas
Grated rind of one lemon
Juice of half a lemon
50g /2oz glace cherries, washed and cut up
3 or 4 eggs
Almond paste
100g/4oz ground almonds
100g/40z castor sugar
Mix with the white of one of the eggs
Method
Preheat oven to 160C/ 320F/ Gas 3.
Grease and line the base and sides of a 17cm/ 7in deep, round
cake tin with baking parchment.
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Cream the butter and sugar. Add the flour and beaten eggs
gradually, and then the dry ingredients, lemon rind and juice.
Mix well.
Put half the mixture in the tin and cover with half the almond
paste – dot it on – and then the rest of the cake mixture
Bake for about one hour or until golden brown and nearly
firm in the middle. Remove from the oven and put the rest of
the almond paste roughly with a fork round the edge of the
cake and replace in the oven. Cook for a further 20 minutes
to brown the almond paste.
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24 Santas joined the Santa Dash on Boxing Day,
cheered on by nearly 50 spectators. Wendy Beveridge
was judged the most glamorous and Jonathan Evans the
best dressed. Thanks go to Penny and Trevor Elkins for
judging and to all the Santas, little helpers and
spectators. There's an album of pictures in the photo
gallery on the village website. The dash finished at The
Plough where the Santas enjoyed a well-earned drink.

Allow the cake to cool in the tin before putting on to a
cooling rack.
Mary Jo Darrah

L2SOTM - The Longparish Second Sunday of
the Month handicap running race
Nearly 50 people have taken part in the L2SOTM in the
last year. In January, we welcomed a new runner,
Richard Mayon-White. Half the runners beat their target
time which is pretty good bearing in mind the amount of
carbo-loading and rehydration done over Christmas and
New Year.
The next race is on Sunday 10 February starting at the
Cricket Ground at 10am. Runners of all standards are
welcome. The handicap system means that the slowest
have as much chance of winning the cups as the fastest.
Hope you can come. There will be refreshments
afterwards and supporters of all ages are very welcome.
Winners of the
cups for most
improved
competitors
were Katie
King and Ian
Beveridge. Well
done!

The Great Longparish Santa Dash

New finish time
As the majority of children leave before 9.30pm, we
have adjusted our closing time accordingly – from
January onwards Kidz Zone will finish at 9pm, please
collect your children promptly.
Kidz Zone code of conduct
We will be reminding children and their parents of the
club code of conduct this month. This was created for
the enjoyment, safety and welfare of both members and
helpers and applies to all club activities, events and
venues. The major ones we need to emphasise this
month are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Always show respect for other people, property
and equipment.
Share all equipment and facilities with others.
No fighting, abusive behaviour or swearing.
Drop no litter, use the facilities provided.
Always sign in and out of the Club.
Always follow instructions given to you by
helpers.

Club nights in February
Kidz Zone meets in February on 13th and 27th between
7:00 and 9:00p.m. in the Village Hall. New members in
Year 6 or above are welcome to join, just turn up.
Andrea Hulme

LCA Afternoon Cuppa and Chat
Tuesday 12th February between 2.30 and
4.00 is your opportunity to forget the cold
and gloom often associated with
February. Join with friends and
neighbours to enjoy a convivial chat and
a welcoming cup of tea at Joy White’s home,
Springfield House, The Common. Everyone is
welcome. If you need a lift give Gloria a ring on
720425.

The Santas set off from the shop
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Parish Council Profile – Phil Harris
Phil Harris was raised in a Hampshire
village and after some years working
abroad moved with his wife Sarah to
the Andover area in 1977. They have
lived in Longparish since 1983.
Their three children Patrick (Paddy),
Rachel and Jennifer were educated at
Longparish Primary School,
Testbourne School in Whitchurch and
Cricklade College in Andover before graduating at
university.
Phil has been the Longparish Transport Representative
to Hampshire County Council for four years and also
co-ordinates the distribution of the Hill & Valley
magazine within Longparish. Phil is a member of the
independent group that produced a Village Briefing
Note to publicise the multitude of issues relating to a
possible affordable housing scheme in Longparish. Its
next task is to assess the degree of village support for
such a scheme.
Having had reason to raise several issues with the Parish
Council and having more spare time after his children
became independent, Phil thought he would like to take
part in, rather than give more tasks to the council, which
was then under strength. He also wished to be a voice
for those in the community that had similar
backgrounds, values and interests to his own, whose
views he believed were not well understood by many of
the councillors at that time; so he agreed to be co-opted
on to the council. Phil has now been a member of the
Parish Council for two years and is currently on the
Footpaths, Open Spaces and Parish Plan
Implementation Committees. He is also a member of
the council group looking into flood and sewage issues.
He particularly enjoys the practical aspects of the Open
Spaces Committee and has installed a second picnic
table in the play park, assisted with the repair of the car
park fencing and takes part in the regular village clean
up days. He is strongly in favour of nature
conservation, preserving the rural environment,
reducing pollution and maintaining a place for local
villagers and rural traditions within the Longparish
community. To this end he works locally, uses public
transport where feasible and supports the aim of the
Parish Plan Implementation Committee’s Housing
Group to provide affordable housing in the village for
those with strong local connections.
Phil’s interests include hill walking, cycling, sea
angling, his vegetable plot, darts and real ales; although
not necessarily in that order! He designs instrumentation
and control systems for Scientific Management
Associates on the Walworth Industrial Estate in
Andover.
Phil and Sarah attend many of the varied social events
in the village and appreciate the efforts of the
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Longparish Community Association in providing most
of these. They enjoy walking the paths in the area and
are often to be seen out and about with their dog,
William. Phil is grateful to Sarah for all the support that
enables him to participate in this wide variety of
activities and for her noble attempts to keep him in line!

Are you a good communicator?
The parish council communications committee would
like to recruit a new member. Combining the roles of
village correspondent, roving interviewer for Hill &
Valley and detached reviewer of the village website,
this is an attractive job which will interest you if you
would like to use your skills to help our community.
And there is even a very modest salary. If you are
interested please contact Jeremy Barber on 720459.
The committee reports to the Parish Council
Its aims are to
•
promote better communication in the village;
•
facilitate two way communication between the
Parish Council and the Parish.
In pursuit of these aims it
• co-ordinates the Parish Council use of Hill and Valley,
the village website, notice boards and other media;
• publishes updates to the village Directory annually
• records village activities and captures records of past
events to create a village resource;
• encourages wider promotion and reporting of village
activities (for example by making web space and
guidance on how to use it available to village
organisations and providing material to the local press).

St Nicholas Wives Group
In March 1959, the Wives’Group was formed in
Longparish. We still have members who attended that
first meeting. As we approach our fiftieth anniversary
we are looking to increase our membership. Wherever
you live, be it Forton, Longparish or Hurstbourne
Priors, you are very welcome to come to one of our
meetings without obligation.
The following dates are just the beginning of a full diary
for this year. We intend to enjoy ourselves and to
celebrate the coming of our fiftieth year.

February 21 Yoga by Sam
at 7.30 in the Village Hall
Sam will talk about yoga and demonstrate some
of the techniques. There will be a chance to have a go
Members £2 Non-members £3.50

March 20

Chocolate Making
at 7.30 in the Village Hall

A demonstration by Parker’s Cakes and Chocolates.
Members £2 Non-members £3.50

April 3

An Audience with Ann Widdecombe
at the Lights Theatre, Andover

All enquiries to:Mandy Robbins
Maria Neal
Rita Twine

720610
720429
720382
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE
Positive Start to the New Year

Do you care for someone with an eating disorder?
Would you like to come along to a friendly support
group?
Meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each month,
7.30-9.00 pm
at The Bridge, Bridge Street, Andover
Contact Sarah on 07900 490609 on Monday
evenings 6.30 to 9.00 (at other times the answer
phone is on) or email beat-andover@tiscali.co.uk
www.b-eat.co.uk
helpline: 0845 634 1414
youthline: 0845 634 7650

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
Tuesday 26th February

A DEMONSTRATION
OF PRUNING ROSES
by Pococks Roses
of Romsey
at BROADACRE HOUSE, LONGPARISH
(last house in village before Hurstbourne Priors)
by kind permission of Graeme and Clare Francis.

Please note time 4pm - .
to be confirmed.
Everyone welcome (£3.00 to non-members)
Please bring secateurs with you!
THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN MARCH
OWING TO EASTER.

Scramblers
Scramblers services are designed for young children and
held monthly in Longparish Church at 2.15pm on the
second Monday, finishing in time to collect from
school. All young children are welcome along with
parents, grandparents, carers etc. and we are now joined
by Year R from Longparish School. Do come and join
us for bible stories, songs, crafts and refreshments in a
relaxed atmosphere.
The February service will be on Monday 11th.
Nona Harrison

The start of the new year can be a bit hard-going – dark
mornings, wet, cold days, and seasonal illnesses. We
decided, however, to get the term off to a positive start
on January 3rd with a special staff conference in the
stimulating surroundings of the Norton Park Hotel and
Conference Centre. The conference was prompted by
the designation this year of an additional staff-training
day to help prepare for the many curriculum changes
currently in the educational air. From September there
is a new KS3 curriculum to be implemented and we will
be introducing the first of the new 14-19 Diplomas. It
was an excellent day – helping us to understand more
about the changes ahead, to reaffirm the shared values
which underpin all that we do and to really consider
what are the best choices for Testbourne and our pupils.
It was a great opportunity for staff team work, with
different groups producing Blue Peter type curriculum
models and role play which were a revelation. Don’t be
surprised if we offer GCSE Fishing to some of our
pupils in the future!
Pupils have got off to a good start too. Congratulations
are due to some of our Year 10 pupils (and their
teachers), who have achieved excellent grades in the
first modules of their Maths and Science GCSEs. A
pilot group is following the modular GCSE Maths
course for the first time - and has surpassed
expectations, hitting really challenging targets. If they
carry on at this rate our A*-C% in Maths would rise to
75%.
There have been some stunning results in Science.
Eleven pupils achieved A* in all three modules they
took last term, with 4 pupils not dropping one single
mark! These are our best ever Science results. Let’s
hope they all keep up their good work.
To reward acknowledge and reward pupils efforts when
they do well we have introduced a new Passport. Pupils
collect Passport points for good work or contributions to
school life – which in turn gives them access to certain
privileges. This has been well received by pupils.

Putting the Record Straight
I should like to correct an inaccuracy in an item I wrote
in the last newsletter. I am happy to report that we are
not losing all the funding we receive for our swimming
pool. Although there will be no funds for future
improvements or investment, County will continue to
provide running costs through our school budget. We
are grateful that such funding will continue at present
and apologise for our error in reporting this.
Vacancy
We have an immediate vacancy for a part-time music
teacher. Please contact Mary Soper on 01256 892061 if
you know someone who can help.
Hilary Jackson Headteacher
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Longparish Parish Council
This report covers the January meeting. Various
council committees have also met since the December
report. Minutes of meetings are on the village website
www.longparish.org.uk.
Report by PC Jewell
PC Richard Jewell, our Rural Beat Manager, based in
Stockbridge said that crime levels in Longparish are
very low. In the last year there had been 13 crimes
affecting residents including 2 burglaries (one leading to
an arrest), 6 cases of theft and 4 thefts from motor
vehicles (mainly at The Cleeves). The Council
welcomed the recent change in management
arrangements which have created resources ring fenced
to rural areas. PC Jewell strongly advised people not to
leave valuables in their cars as it is an invitation to
thieves.
Welcome event for new villagers
This year’s welcome event for new villagers will be on
the evening of Tuesday 15 April. There will be drinks
and Linda’s excellent refreshments and it will give you
an opportunity to find out more about the village and
meet people who lead village clubs and organisations
(see separate item)
Road safety
37 people from 24 parish councils braved the wind and
rain to attend a presentation and practical demonstration
about the Driver Feedback System
arranged by Ricky Bourne. The
high turnout (we initially expected
only 6 councils) is an indication that
many parishes share our concern
about speeding on village roads.
The system gives a display which
tells drivers how fast they are going
to encourage them to moderate their
speed. It also records details to
provide information about the speed
of vehicles. The system is portable
and the council hopes to join with
half a dozen parishes to share the
cost and use the equipment one
week in six. The system does not identify individual
vehicles; the aim is to educate, not to catch people out.
We hope to use it as part of a wider programme to
educate road users.
Open Spaces
The Council could see no advantage to the village from
re-opening the Upper Mill ford and considerable
disadvantages on safety, damage to wildlife and
environment and cost (both construction and
maintenance). It was therefore agreed to object.
Mixed views were expressed on a proposal for a bench
in North Acre. On the one hand it might offer a
welcome opportunity for members of the public to sit
down. On the other it might end up a source of noise
and disturbance. It was agreed that the Open Spaces
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Committee will take soundings. If you’d like to give
your views please contact Mrs Catherine Sweet on
720550.
Communications
The village directory will be re-published shortly and a
new version of the village handbook will be published
later in the year. Please tell Mary Jo Darrah tel. 720320
of any suggestions for changes or improvements
Finance
The council decided to keep the precept (the amount
you pay as the parish part of your council tax) at the
same level as it has been for the last 5 years. Included
in the planned expenditure for the year to come is a
grant to the Community Association towards training
for KidzZone leaders and events for senior citizens.
Planning
The council had no objection to
• A new garage, and alterations at – Avalon (Mr &
Mrs Mayon-White)
• A small new thatched cottage between 2 Paddock
Cottages and Little Newton (Mr & Mrs Riley)
• A side extension at Carpenter’s Cottage, Forton (Mr
Williams)
The council was reassured by information about noise
from the wood chip building at Patchington but
remained concerned about traffic issues.
The next parish council meeting is on Monday 11th
February at 7.30pm in the Ellicock Room at the
Community Hall. Before the formal business Miss Alex
Lewis, Senior Rights of Way Officer from Hampshire
County Council will speak. Meetings are public and all
parishioners are welcome to come and can speak by
invitation.
Jeremy Barber Chairman. Tel 720459
email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk

Welcome for new villagers
Tuesday 15 April 2008
There will be a reception for new villagers at
8pm on Tuesday 15 April in the Longparish
Community Hall.
Please do come if you moved to Longparish in
the last couple of years. The Parish Council
will fund refreshments and it will give you an
opportunity to find out more about the village
and meet people who lead village clubs and
organisations.
Jeremy Barber Parish Council Chair
Martin Coppen Parish Priest

